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Mississippi’s gas tax stands at
18.4 cents a gallon, same as the fed-
eral rate. Neither has been raised for
decades. 

Where do the 
candidates stand? 

Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves, the Repub-
lican front runner to replace Bryant,
has long resisted a gas tax hike, or
tax increases of any kind. He reiter-
ated that stance Friday in the Delta
after hearing Abney’s endorsement,
telling the Greenwood
Commonwealth he would “continue
to oppose raising the gas tax.” 

In an interview with the Clarion
Ledger, candidate Bill Waller Jr. said
he would support a gas tax hike, and
was “taken aback” by the UPS lead-
er’s comments, which he said were
met with a “rousing round of ap-
plause.”

Waller said raising the gas tax
would ensure out-of-state drivers
paid their fair share when they used
Mississippi’s roads. 

“When you’re dealing with roads,
it’s the purest user fee that exists,
and if we can do it in a planned, de-
liberate way, we can minimize any
burden (on drivers),” Waller said.
He added higher gas fees could be
combined with a “tax swap,” where
income taxes were reduced. 

A third Republican candidate,
state Rep. Robert Foster, told the
Clarion Ledger he would not sup-
port a gas tax increase unless it was
tied to an income tax break. 

If the state only raises the gas tax
and did not reduce income taxes,
“it’s short-term gain for long-term
pain, because we’re going to find
ourselves in a very stagnant econo-
my,” Foster said.

“It’s going to short-term pave
some roads and fix a few bridges,
but we’re going to continue to lag
behind (other states) economical-
ly.”

The leading Democratic candi-
date, Attorney General Jim Hood,
has previously criticized the Legis-
lature for failing to consider a fuel
tax to help with road and bridge re-
pairs. But he’s also remarked he’s
not sure a gas tax is the only pos-
sible answer to fix infrastructure is-
sues. 

Worse roads, bigger costs 
for UPS

At the Delta Council meeting,
Abney said UPS has 125,000 trucks
on the road in the country, and “you
make think the last thing we would
want is an increase in motor fuel
tax, and that is just not the case.”

That’s because for every five
minutes those drivers get held up on
the road, it costs UPS $114 million in
additional costs over a year, he said. 

Roughly 500 bridges are closed
around the state for safety reasons,
and many state-maintained roads
are in need of repairs. 

Transportation experts estimate
Mississippi needs another $300
million to $600 million per year to
adequately maintain state roads
and bridges.

Proceeds from a newly-created
state lottery, and other new infra-
structure allocations generated
from online sales taxes, are expect-
ed to bring in about $200 million
combined each year for roads and
bridges, which still leaves a signifi-
cant infrastructure funding gap. 

Contact Luke Ramseth at 601-
961-7050 or lramseth@gannett.com
. Follow @lramseth on Twitter.
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an extraordinary and lasting impact as
musicians, actors, media personalities,
visual artists, culinary artists, authors
and other talented artists and enter-
tainers who trace their roots to Missis-
sippi, according to a MAX news release.

“These five individuals have en-
riched our culture through their talents
as performers and writers, and we are
proud to honor them in this way,” Mark
Tullos, executive director of The MAX,
said in the release. 

Tammy Wynette of Tremont was a
country singer and songwriter. Called
the “First Lady of Country Music,” she is
among country music’s best-known
and best-selling female singer-song-
writers. Her iconic hit “Stand By Your
Man” is one of the best-selling singles in
the history of country music. She was
named by CMT as one of the three
Greatest Women of Country Music
(with Patsy Cline and Loretta Lynn). For
nearly two decades, Wynette held the
record for winning consecutive awards
from the Country Music Association
(CMA). She was the first female country
artist to sell a million albums and is in
the Country Music Hall of Fame.

Bo Diddley of McComb was a singer,
songwriter, guitarist and producer who
played a key role in the transition from
the blues to rock and roll. His signature
rhythms became the cornerstone of
modern hip-hop, rock and pop music.
Many artists have named him as a mu-
sical inspiration including Elvis Presley,
The Beatles and the Rolling Stones. He
is a Grammy winner, member of the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Rockabilly
Hall of Fame and the Blues Hall of Fame.
He received a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Rhythm and Blues
Foundation. One of Diddley’s musical
inspirations was John Lee Hooker, also
a 2019 honoree. 

Jerry Lee Lewis of Nesbit is a singer-
songwriter, musician and pianist and
known as a pioneer of rock and roll and
rockabilly music. He developed his sig-
nature musical style during his younger
years in Mississippi as part of the new
and emerging rock and roll movement.
His most iconic hits include “Whole Lot-
ta Shakin’ Goin’ On” and “Great Balls of
Fire.” Lewis began his career at Sun Rec-
ords (Memphis) and became one of
Rolling Stone Magazine’s “100 Greatest

Artists of All Time.” He is a Grammy
winner, recipient of the Recording
Academy’s Lifetime Achievement
Award, and has been honored with a
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. He
is a member of the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame, Rockabilly Hall of Fame, and
Memphis Music Hall of Fame.

Margaret Walker Alexander of Jack-
son was a poet and author. She is best
known for her 1966 novel Jubilee and
her award-winning poem “For My Peo-
ple,” written as part of her involvement
in the Chicago Black Renaissance, an
African-American literary movement.
For 30 years, she served as a literature
professor at Jackson State University
where she founded the Institute for the
Study of History, Life, and Culture of
Black People (now the Margaret Walker
Center) and served as the institute’s di-
rector. She is also the namesake for the
Hinds County system’s Margaret Walk-
er Alexander Library. Her works are
considered among the most influential
and important in African-American lit-
erature. She received a Candace Award
from the National Coalition of 100 Black
Women in 1989.

John Lee Hooker of Clarksdale was a
blues singer, songwriter and guitarist.
The son of a Delta sharecropper, Hooker
developed a unique style of guitar play-
ing prominently featured in some of his
best-known songs such as “One Bour-
bon, One Scotch and One Beer” and
“Boom Boom.” Hooker is a five-time
Grammy Award winner and an inductee
in both the Blues Hall of Fame and the

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. He has a
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
He was awarded the Grammy Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2000.

The 2019 Hall of Fame inductees
were nominated by a statewide com-
mittee comprised of arts and enter-
tainment experts representing various
genres and art forms. Nominees are
selected to represent music, writing,
cultural arts, performing arts and vi-
sual arts. To be considered, candidates
must have a connection to the State of
Mississippi, either by birthright, mov-
ing to the state at an early age, or living
in Mississippi for a significant portion
of his/ her career. Nominees are then
voted on by a panel of 18 electors ap-
pointed by The MAX Board of Direc-
tors and fans who cast votes as part of
a nationwide election.

Since its opening, two previous Hall
of Fame classes (2017 and 2018) have
been designated.

The five new inductees join current
Hall of Fame members Jimmy Buffett,
Willie Morris, Charley Pride, William
Eggleston, Howlin’ Wolf, Walter An-
derson, William Faulkner, Morgan
Freeman, John Grisham, Jim Henson,
Robert Johnson, James Earl Jones,
B.B. King, George Ohr, Elvis Presley,
Leontyne Price, Jimmie Rodgers, Sela
Ward, Muddy Waters, Eudora Welty,
Tennessee Williams, Oprah Winfrey,
and Richard Wright.

Contact Steven Ward at
sward2@gannett.com. Follow @war-
dreporter on Twitter.
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Bo Diddley in concert with Max
Weinberg on drums. The rock and roll
star is one of the five artists being
named to the The Mississippi Arts +
Entertainment Experience Hall of Fame
THE CLARION LEDGER

Tammy Wynette enthralls the 4th of
July 1978 crowd during the final day
of the Nashville Music Festival in
Columbia, Tenn. “The First Lady of
County Music’ is also being horored
by MAX. FRANK EMPSON / THE TENNESSEAN

resulting in injuries to two dozen law
enforcement officials and two journal-
ists from thrown rocks, bottles and
slabs of concrete, according to the Com-
mercial Appeal. 

At a news conference Thursday after-
noon, the paper reported, DeSoto Coun-
ty District Attorney John Champion said

Webber had gone to Hernando on June 3
under the guise of purchasing a car from
a man he met on Facebook.

He was accused of shooting the man
five times and stealing the car. The man
survived. The U.S. marshals were at-
tempting to arrest him on charges of
armed robbery, aggravated assault and
conspiracy to commit armed robbery,
the paper reported. He was driving the
red Infiniti when marshals confronted
him, authorities said.

“The marshals were dealing with a

violent suspect,” Champion said at the
news conference. “I wish people would
sit back and see what happened. It
wasn’t something where they shot up
into Memphis to find someone and
this occurred. He was a violent felon
that did not want to go to jail. He had
no appreciation for the value of human
life so the Marshals Service knew that
when they went into it.”

Contact Justin Vicory at 769-572-
1418 or jvicory@gannett.com. Follow
@justinvicory on Twitter.
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A new state law which goes into ef-
fect July 1 could give some teeth to agen-
cies looking to protect Mississippians
from charity telemarketing solicita-
tions. Secretary of State Delbert Hose-
mann, Public Service Commission Chair
Brandon Presley and Southern District
Public Service Commissioner Sam Brit-
ton held a news conference Monday to
announce the new measures.

Mississippians are besieged with
calls every day from robocallers, charity
solicitors and scams such as the Jury
Duty scheme, in which people get calls
threatening them with prosecution if
they don’t pay a fine for not responding
to a nonexistent jury duty summons.

“Mississippians are sick and tired of
getting these calls and we’re going to do
everything we can to stop them,” Pres-

ley said.
The new law, which amends the

Telephone Solicitation Act, requires
that charities and companies soliciting
donations for them register and pay fees
in a “tiered” system based on the size of
the charity.

The measures are among several
changes to the law, which previously ex-
empted charities from being covered by
the law although they were required to
register with the Secretary of State’s of-
fice.

“They can no longer fly under the ra-
dar,” noted Presley in referring to com-
panies which operate dubious fundrais-
ing appeals and use the loophole to try
to swindle money from generous Mis-
sissippians.

Hosemann was quick to point out
that the changes aren’t targeted at Mis-
sissippi’s charities, but rather telemar-
keting firms hired to “cold-call” people
to get them to donate for charities that
might or might not be legitimate and
make money by “throwing a wide net.”

Failing to register could result in a
$10,000 fine from the PSC per violation.

“Our number one priority in our
Charities Division is to ensure donated
funds are received by those who need
them the most, not scammers,” he said.
“This important partnership with the
PSC is another stick we can use to carry
out this important mission, and we are
grateful to the PSC for taking the lead on
it.”

“This change in the law will protect
consumers,” Presley added. “There are
folks out there who call or text and say
they are with a charity and solicit dona-
tions, but they aren’t and they’re lining
their own pockets. This change is one
way we can keep scam artists from
stealing money from our citizens. It’s af-
fecting everyone, but hitting our elderly
on fixed incomes especially hard. That’s
a shame and a disgrace. We must do ev-
erything we can to protect the public
from those who wish to do them harm.”

He said complaints regarding profes-
sional fundraising calls top all other cat-

egories. “When we loop into those com-
plaints,” he noted, “it’s almost consis-
tently marketing firms being paid to
take those calls. That’s where 99 per-
cent of our complaints come from.”

“Mississippi is an incredibly gracious
and charitable state,” Britton said.
“However, there are bad actors out there
posing as legitimate organizations that
intend on taking advantage of people
willing to give. We look forward to work-
ing with the Secretary of State’s Office
to continue to combat this problem to
further protect Mississippians from
scam artists and to hold these criminals
accountable.”

Other changes to take effect July 1 in-
clude stronger penalties for Caller ID
“spoofing” (which causes false informa-
tion to appear on the recipient’s Caller
ID display), and provisions to allow
businesses to register their numbers for
the Do-Not-Call list. 

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.

New law hopes to crack down on calls from charities 
Consumer Watch
Bill Moak

Columnist

Roger Penn, the founder of Penn’s
Fish House Restaurants, died Friday
morning.

Penn, 84, died at his Hinds County
farm surrounded by his family, accord-

ing to an Ott & Lee funeral
home obituary. Restau-
rants bearing his name
grew from one, opened in
1967 in Canton, to 14 in
Mississippi.

Penn started franchis-
ing through Penn’s Ex-

press Restaurants in 2001. Penn’s Fish

House Restaurants is known for its
catfish and chicken-on-a-stick.

Visitation will be held 5 to 8 p.m.
Saturday at Ott & Lee Funeral Home in
Morton. Funeral services will be held 4
p.m. Sunday at the Penn farm at 1153
Midway Road in Hinds County. The
burial will be in the Penn Family Ceme-
tery.

Roger Penn, founder of Penn’s
Fish House Restaurants, dies
Harold Gater
Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

Penn


