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Sidney Smith, 77, has been making moonshine in the rural
Sand Hill community of Rankin County for many years, after
learning the craft from his now late uncle.

“It’s something to do,” Smith said Friday, after he and his still
got busted by state Alcoholic Beverage Control agents. “Yeah, I’ve
been caught making this before. They know me. They got to do
their jobs.”

After a four-week operation led by ABC Special Agent Tony
Ingram, agents destroyed the back-woods still, seized 22 gallons
of moonshine and arrested Smith on a charge of possession of
alcohol in a dry county.

Smith likely will also face a felony charge of possession of a
still, said ABC enforcement Chief Rusty Hanna, but is likely to get
probation and fines, not jail or prison time. Smith’s was a rela-
tively small operation, and courts and jails have bigger fish to fry, 

A state Alcoholic Beverage Control agent destroys a barrel used in the illegal production of moonshine in Rankin County Thursday. The still was shut
down and 22 gallons of moonshine seized. 

STILL BUSTING MOONSHINERS

77-year-old’s backwoods operation in Rankin County destroyed

Filthy moonshine
barrels bubble with
mash almost ready
for the illegal
production of
alcohol. The raid was
part of a four-week
operation led by ABC
Special Agent Tony
Ingram.
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An officer has died in a fiery line-of-
duty crash in Raleigh during National
Police Week, the week dedicated to
honoring fallen officers.

Officer E.P. Morris had been with
the city about two years, but had been
in law enforcement for a long time, Ra-
leigh city attorney David Garner said.

The wreck took place on Mississip-
pi 18 within the city limits of Raleigh.
Smith County Sheriff Charlie Crump-
ton confirmed Morris had been on du-
ty.

Garner says it appears Morris, who
died around noon, lost control of his
vehicle. It left the road and hit a tree
and caught fire, he said.

Garner said Morris, whom he knew
personally, was "a faithful servant to
the town as a police officer. His death is
certainly tragic, and it’s a loss for the
entire community.

"He was a kind man who had a spirit
of service," Garner said. "He was one of
these guys that had a sweet spirit of
service about him and he really en-
joyed working with people."

The Mississippi Bureau of Investi-
gation is leading the inquiry into the
wreck.
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do the phone lines of customers of En-
tergy Mississippi, which serves the
electricity needs of the western half of
the state. Scammers are looking to cash
in from a scheme that has been around
a few years, in an attempt to con cus-
tomers into paying over the phone for
fear their power will be cut.

Last week, a reader emailed me to
tell me she had been approached on the
telephone by someone claiming to be
from Entergy, a number that showed on
her caller ID as 1-800-250-7305.

Jo Lynn Bridges said she got the call
at her office in Jackson but didn’t take
the bait. “I received a call from this
number telling me my power would be
turned off if I didn’t pay $998.61 in cash
by 2:30 p.m.,” Bridges told me. “I knew
this was bogus since my Entergy bill is
paid by ACH. But I checked my account
anyway and called the number back.”

When she called, Bridges said she
confronted the scammer, noting that
the voice prompts sounded credibly
enough like the real Entergy. “I waited
on line to talk to someone and told them
this was a scam,” she said. “He said,
‘what are you going to do, call the po-
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When Taylor Rosenthal of Shannon
was born, his dad, a football coach at
the time, dreamed what most fathers
dream. He wanted to coach him — along
with his older brother.

“As a dad that’s what you want to do,”
Bill Rosenthal said. “When we found
out Taylor has Down syndrome … well,
(golf) is something I get to do with him.
Special Olympics opened a door I didn’t
think I’d ever have.”

Taylor, 23, started competing in Spe-
cial Olympics in track and field at 8
years old.

“He went to nationals in 2006. We
rode around and looked at other events.

We though golf would be fun for us to do
together.”

By 2007, Taylor’s main sport was
golf. Now he and his father are team-
mates in the Unified Golf events in Spe-
cial Olympics. (In Unified Sports, peo-
ple with and without intellectual dis-
abilities compete together.) During the
event, teammates play alternative 

Taylor Rosenthal, center, lines up a putt while playing during a Special
Olympics Unified Golf match with his father and teammate, Bill Rosenthal, of
Shannon. BARBARA GAUNTT/CLARION LEDGER

Father, son team thankful
for each moment together
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