
The Clarion-Ledger - 03/03/2018 Page : A003

March 8, 2018 10:37 am (GMT +6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page


CLARIONLEDGER.COM ❚ SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2018 ❚ 3A

Metro&State

For the third time in a week, police
are looking into the mysterious death of
a woman.

A woman was found dead inside a
home in the 1000 block of Maple Street
Friday around noon Friday. She was lat-
er identified by the Hinds County coro-
ner as Crystal Jewel Williams, 53. 

Jackson Police Department Sgt. Rod-
erick Holmes said a man made a call to
JPD around 11:30 a.m. stating someone
had been killed.

Upon responding, officers found the
woman in the residence. 

Though the cause of death remains

unknown, a suspect has been detained
and there is a possibility the suspect
and the victim are related. There were
no signs of shots fired at the scene. 

If confirmed as a homicide, this inci-
dent would be the 20th in Jackson in
2018. 

Jackson police also are looking into
the death of a woman whose body was
found by a trucker on U.S. 49 on Friday
morning. 

Holmes said police were called
around 3 a.m. about “unknown trouble.”
When they got there, they found a wom-
an dead in the southbound lane near the
Natchez Trace overpass. The trucker 

3 women found dead within a week
Therese Apel Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK
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Beth Tucker has been around farming all her life. But
adapting to today’s technology has helped Tucker grow
better products year-round. 

Tucker, 55, of the Dixie community has been growing
tomatoes hydroponically for about three years at Triple T
Hydroponics. She started prep work on the farm a year
earlier. 

Hydroponic farming means the tomatoes are grown in
water, not dirt.

Tucker takes care of her crops mostly through her
computer and cellphone, getting alerts when something
goes wrong, such as a pump or a fan going out.

She studied hydroponic methods and business mod-
els and did a lot of research for about a year before jump-
ing in, first with one greenhouse and then adding two
more.

“I was trying to find something to do here at home so I
could take care of my babies,” said Tucker, who is raising
her two grandchildren, both with special needs.

The Brooklyn native hopes it is something she can
teach her granddaughter to do and eventually help her
take over the family business.

Her tomatoes may be found in local grocery stores and
restaurants, including Corner Market, the Lil’ Butcher
Shoppe and Sully’s restaurants in Hattiesburg and Petal.

David Lawson, co-owner of the Lil’ Butcher Shoppe,
said he loves Tucker’s tomatoes. And he loves that they
are locally grown.

“We’re very fortunate that she started doing it,” he
said. “They’re the closest thing to homegrown. They’re
beautiful — they’re almost like looking at a picture when
you see them.

“They pretty much sell themselves.”
Stephen Hampton, co-owner of Sully’s, said not only

are Tucker’s tomatoes flavorful, but she’s an astute busi-
nesswoman.

“She follows through with everything she says she’s
going to do,” Hampton said. “And she brings them to us
daily.”

Tucker also is consistent about the sizes of the toma-
toes she delivers, making sure her customers get what
they are looking for.

Hampton said he’s already working with Tucker to
purchase other vegetables including squash and pep-
pers.

“I’m really excited about it,” he said.
Tucker also grows cucumbers and in a few months

will begin adding peppers, summer squash and okra.
Later this year, she plans to grow broccoli, cabbage, green
onions and greens.

Tucker has 1,862 tomato plants — five varieties, in-
cluding two cherry tomatoes, an heirloom, a hybrid
brown and the popular beefsteak. 

Each plant generates about 600 pounds of tomatoes
during its lifetime. 

The tomatoes are fed for 2 minutes every half hour.
They need to be maintained regularly — the plants un-
dergo a weekly lean and lower technique to remove vines
that grow too long to keep the plants healthy. Tucker said

some of the vines can grow up to 30 feet.
“We start feeding them at 8 in the morning until 4:30

in the afternoon,” Tucker said. “There’s a lot of work in-
volved in it.”

They are grown in perlite, a form of volcanic glass that
holds a lot of water. The perlite is placed in bato buckets,
used for growing vined plants like tomatoes, cucumbers
and squash. Each bucket has two plants and a feeding
system that includes emitters and feeding spikes.

“(The feeding system) sends the nutrients directly to
the roots, so therefore they are getting everything they
need right there without having to go out in the dirt and
search for what they need,” Tucker said.

Any excess nutrients are run off into a tank, where it is
recycled for feeding Tucker’s outdoor hydroponic garden.

The tomatoes are sorted into various sizes and deliv-
ered according to her customers’ needs. The tomatoes
that aren’t shipped out or are returned from the grocers
are made into salsas and relishes and sold in Tucker’s
farm store.

Homegrown success
Dixie woman’s tomatoes make
their way to stores, restaurants

Lici Beveridge Hattiesburg American
USA TODAY NETWORK

Beth Tucker grows tomatoes hydroponically at Triple
T Hydroponics in the Dixie community. They can be
found at nearby Corner Market and Lil’ Butcher
Shoppe. SUSAN BROADBRIDGE/HATTIESBURG AMERICAN
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“We start feeding them at 8 in the morning until 4:30
in the afternoon. There’s a lot of work involved in it.”

Beth Tucker
Grows tomatoes hydroponically at Triple T Hydroponics

the money to customers later this year.
Under a federal law known as the

CARD Act, credit card companies are re-
quired to regularly review credit card
accounts to determine whether they
should receive a rate decrease in certain
cases. But the company admitted on
Feb. 23 that it had failed to perform this
duty properly for about 10 percent of its
cardholders since 2011, and issued a
statement on its website announcing
the refunds.

“While we believed our methodology
was sound, a periodic internal review
identified potential flaws in the meth-
odology being used to reevaluate inter-

If you have a Citigroup credit card ac-
count and had missed a payment but
got your payment history back on track,
you could be getting a check in the mail
later this year. The financial services gi-
ant announced last week that it had
failed to properly reduce interest
charges on about 1.75 million card ac-
counts since 2011, and will be refunding

est rates that affected some cardholder
accounts,” noted the company in a
statement attributed to Liz Fogarty,
head of global consumer banking public
affairs. “We informed our regulators and
revised our methodology going forward.
We also conducted a comprehensive re-
view to identify any customers who
were impacted to determine how this
happened to ensure it doesn’t happen
again.”

Of course, we are deeply disappoint-
ed and sincerely apologize to those af-
fected,” noted Citi’s statement. “While
we did identify the issue, it should have
been identified sooner.”

The company went on to say that the
average customer will get about $190 in
refunds, in the form of a check, later this
year. The CARD Act requires lenders to
review the accounts of customers who
made late payments and got hit with a
penalty rate, but have resumed good
payment histories for six consecutive
months.

“This refund won’t have much of an
impact on Citi, but for millions of Amer-
icans who live paycheck to paycheck,
$190 matters,” said Ryan Feldman of
Bankrate.com. “It may not change their 

Citigroup to refund customers $335 million from interest charges
Consumer Watch
Bill Moak

See MOAK, Page 4A

A House lawmaker has a million —
or more — dollar idea. He wants the
state to pay for each representative to
have two personal staffers.

Rep. Abe Hudson, D-Shelby, filed
House Bill 373 to change House rules to
allow for two personal staffers.

The proposal would cost more than
$1 million. 

If 120 of the members, not counting
the speaker and president pro-tem,
were to have one paid staffer member

at a salary of $15,000,
the cost would be $1.8
million. 

The amount would
be double that for two
staffers.

Hudson’s bill says
these two employees
shall serve as personal
staff to the individual

member and at the will and pleasure of
the member.

Specifically, Hudson’s bill says that
at the beginning of each state fiscal
year, the Management Committee
shall authorize a certain amount to be
expended by each member for the pur-
pose of compensating the personal
staff of each member.

Hudson was elected to the Legisla-
ture in June 2016 in a special election
to serve out the term of former Rep.
Linda Coleman, who was appointed a
circuit judge by Gov. Phil Bryant.

In a statement issued Thursday
night, Hudson said while the bill’s lan-
guage suggests two staffers, having
one staffer available to assist multiple
legislators would suffice.

“I merely wanted to get the conver-
sation started because I think it is
something that could positively im-
pact constituent support, policy-mak-
ing and youth development,” Hudson
said.

2018 

LEGISLATIVE 

SESSION

Lawmaker
proposes
personal
staff for 
members
Jimmie E. Gates Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

See PERSONAL STAFF, Page 4A
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Space is limited and advanced registration is strongly recommended.

To register, learn more, or find other events:

SIGN UP NOW!

WHERE
Table 100
100 Ridge Way
Flowood, MS 39232
Venue offers handicap accessibility.
Modest meal will be provided.

WHEN Tuesday, March 6, 2018
6:30 PM Presentation

WHO Ruth Fredericks, MD
St. Dominic Neurosciences

You're invited to educational
events on Relapsing Multiple
Sclerosis (MS)

www.genemsevents.com1-844-627-3887

CL-MSG0004299-02

IDA B. WELLS
AND THE

CAMPAIGN
AGAINST

LYNCHING
by author
Paula J.
Giddings

February 27
reception, 5pm
lecture, 6pm
Old Capitol Museum
100 S. State Street
601-576-6850

free

may have been the easy short-term
choice, but USDA policies must change
if they contribute to a long-term failure
for many SNAP participants and their
families,” Perdue said in a written state-
ment. 

On Feb. 12, the Trump administration
proposed cutting funding to SNAP by
$17 billion in 2019. The budget proposal
seeks to limit waivers to counties with
10 percent unemployment over 12
months.

In addition, Trump’s budget proposal
also calls for a plan to send those receiv-
ing over $90 a month through an elec-
tronic benefit card nonperishable food
items in a box — with the remainder of
the household’s benefits being provided
through an EBT. 

What is being called “America’s 
Harvest Box” would include 
shelf-stable milk, juice, cereal, 

pasta, peanut butter, beans, canned
meats, canned fruit and canned vegeta-
bles.

“The SNAP safety net must be 
there for those unable to work due to
disability or another legitimate reason,”
Perdue said. “But for the able-bodied,
we must reduce barriers to work, and
hold both individuals and states ac-
countable for participants getting and
keeping jobs.”

Food stamps
Continued from Page 1A

Comments
Send your comments to Sasha Gersten-
Paal, Branch Chief, Certification Policy
Branch, Program Development Division,
Food and Nutrition Service, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, 3101 Park Cen-
ter Drive, Room 812, Alexandria, VA
22302 or via email to Sasha.Gersten-
Paal@fns.usda.gov. Comments will also
be accepted through the Federal eRule-
making Portal. Go to http://www.reg
ulations.gov, and follow the instruc-
tions.

board will use this opportunity to do
the right thing — and follow the Consti-
tution,” Kaplan said. 

Although the board’s decision pro-
vides a glimmer of hope for the city’s
LGBTQ community, Starkville Pride
Director and Founder Bailey McDaniel
said she still remains cautiously opti-
mistic.

“On behalf of Starkville Pride, I sin-
cerely hope the board makes the cor-
rect decision Tuesday,” she said. “Hon-
estly, I’m upset at the idea they get to
remedy such an injustice to the LGBTQ
community so easily just because they
are scared of the repercussion of their
actions. However, everyone deserves a
chance to right their wrongs and I have

to remember that they are not exempt
from that.”

Starkville Pride filed a federal law-
suit last week against the city of Stark-
ville for denying a permit application to
hold a parade. Despite widespread
town support, the city’s Board of Al-
dermen voted 4-3 against allowing the
group to host its parade, originally
scheduled for March 24.

According to a statement released
by Kaplan’s law firm, the board’s deci-
sion to ban “is a textbook violation of
the First Amendment and its discrimi-
natory treatment, based solely on
LGBT-related animus, violates the
Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal Pro-
tection Clause.”

The case, Starkville Pride et. al. v.
City of Starkville, was filed Monday af-
ternoon in U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Mississippi, East-
ern Division.

Parade
Continued from Page 1A

Republicans

U.S. Senate
Richard Boyanton of Diamondhead
Chris McDaniel of Ellisville
Roger Wicker of Tupelo
U.S. House of Representatives
District 1
Trent Kelly of Saltillo
District 3
Sally Doty of Brookhaven
Morgan Dunn of Magee 
Michael Guest of Brandon
Whit Hughes of Madison
Perry Parker of Seminary
Katherine Tate of Jackson
District 4
Steven Palazzo of Biloxi 
Brian Rose of Ocean Springs

Democrats

U.S. Senate
David Baria of Bay St. Louis 
Jensen Bohren of Benton 
Jerone Garland of Kosciusko 
Victor G. Maurice Jr. of Pass Chris
tian 
Omeria Scott of Laurel 
Howard Sherman of Meridian 
House District 1
Randy Wadkins of Oxford 
House District 2
Bennie G. Thompson of Bolton 
House District 3
Kevin Michael Aycox of Newton 
Michael Ted Evans of Preston 
House District 4
Jeramey Anderson of Moss Point

One independent candidate had 
qualified by late Thursday, Troy 
Alan Ray of Holmes County, run
ning for House District 2.

Elections
Continued from Page 1A

He said staff assistance would help
lawmakers address constituent needs
year round and provide needed re-
search prior to votes.

“It would help to ensure that we al-
ways have the facts to make educated
decisions. For example, this person
might spend time discovering how
other states are benefiting from the
education lottery. If staffers are help-
ing to create ideas to generate income,
the investment would be worth it,”
Hudson said.

He also said such staff positions
could provide an avenue to involve
more young people in the political
process.

“I have talked to several other legis-
lators from other states and they start-
ed out as legislative staff ... the value
young and energetic people bring to
the table is invaluable, and Mississippi

should benefit from the minds of our
best and brightest.”

Hudson said no dollar amount is as-
sociated with HB 373. “It would be at
the discretion of the Management
Committee on a year-to-year basis,” he
said.

Meg Annison, spokeswoman for
House Speaker Philip Gunn, said she
isn’t aware of any representative with
a paid staffer.

In the 52-member Senate, there is
no personal staffer for each senator,
said Laura Hipp, spokeswoman for Lt.
Gov. Tate Reeves.

Hipp said there are nine committee
assistants shared by 51 senators, and
President Pro-tem Terry Burton has an
assistant.

Hudson’s bill was assigned to the
House Rules Committee and the Ap-
propriations Committee. Neither one
has taken up the bill, and it appears
likely that there will be no action on it.

Hudson said if the bill doesn’t go
anywhere this year, he’ll try again next
year.

Personal staff
Continued from Page 3A

lives, but they will certainly welcome it,
especially since they shouldn’t have had
to part with it in the first place.”

This provision of the CARD Act is a
very important one,” Feldman added.
“Before the CARD Act, someone who
was hit with a penalty rate could be
stuck with that super-high rate indefi-
nitely. That shouldn’t happen anymore.
That’s great news for people who hit a
rough patch financially and then get
their feet back under them shortly
thereafter.”

Late payments on credit accounts are
one of the things that can profoundly af-
fect your credit score. Making your pay-
ments on time and establishing a track
record tells future lenders you are a good

risk, while missing payments repeated-
ly can ding your credit score and keep
you from getting the best interest rates
on future credit.

While there are consumers for whom
a late or missed payment is very rare or
nonexistent, many cardholders slip up
occasionally. If it happens once in a blue
moon, it’s probably not a big deal. But
repeated missed or late payments can
seriously hurt your credit in the future.
If you have to miss a payment for what-
ever reason, the worst thing you can do
is not communicate with the credit card
company. Most creditors will be glad to
work with you, and if it’s your first time
to be late, many will waive late fees.

And if you have been missing pay-
ments but have gotten back on track
with timely payments, the good news is
your credit score will improve over time.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum
er@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 3A

who found her had stayed on the scene
to talk to police, he said.

The woman has been identified as
Tiffany Gregory, 37.

Holmes said it was unclear how long
the woman had been there. There were
no signs of gunshot wounds, but he said
it’s hard to determine if she was hit by a
vehicle at the scene, or if she was in-
jured or killed elsewhere and dumped
there.

“We don’t know what we’re dealing

with, so it’s being investigated as a
‘death pending’,” Holmes said. “We’re
still trying to figure out what’s going on.”

Earlier this week, Demetress Kelly,
34, was found dead on a road in Jack-
son, but authorities determined that
she had been shot. Holmes said there’s
no evidence any of the cases are con-
nected.

The victim did have some personal
effects with her, but police couldn’t
glean a positive identification from
them. 

“Obviously, anything that anyone in
the public knows, they need to call us.
Like if you were expecting someone and
they didn’t show up,” he said.

Women
Continued from Page 3A

“Nothing gets wasted,” she said.
Tucker recently gave a tour of her farm

to FFA students and will be presenting at
a farming conference this month in Jack-
son. 

“I enjoy having new people come (to
the farm), and make new friends and see
the people in the community,” she said.

It hasn’t always been easy to run the
farm. Soon after gaining custody of her
grandchildren, Tucker’s father died and
her husband wanted a divorce, so at 50,
Tucker had to think fast and work hard.

She has raised her grandchildren
since infancy. Her granddaughter is now
7, her grandson, 6.

“It’s hard — they’re both special
needs,” Tucker said. “But they’re both do-
ing real good.”

She had enough money to buy her first
greenhouse, but had to take out a loan for
the other two. She managed to save mon-
ey by buying used greenhouses and fam-
ily members helped her move and install
them.

The Jan. 21, 2017, tornado left her
greenhouses unscathed, but due to lack
of electricity, temperatures rose to 145
degrees, killing most of her tomato
plants, leaving Tucker no alternative but
to start over.

But farming is in her blood and she en-
joys “digging in the dirt,” so it feels a lot
less like work, she said.

“It’s kind of my stress relief here,”
Tucker said. “I just kind of dig my worries
away.”

Tomatoes
Continued from Page 3A


	Citigroup to refund.pdf
	The_Clarion-Ledger_State_20180303_A004_3.pdf

