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Metro&State

More than one week after 17 people
were killed in a school shooting in Flori-
da, false threats continued to be made
against schools in Mississippi. 

Friday morning, the Lee County
Sheriff’s Department was made aware
of a threat on Instagram against Moore-
ville High School, according to Chief
Deputy John Hall. 

Hall said the threat, which was not
specific, was determined to be fake and
students were never in danger. Deputies
are trying to determine who made the
threat. They do not yet know if a student
was responsible. 

Hall said he has seen an increase in
false threats, each of which must be
thoroughly investigated. He said stu-
dents used to make bomb threats “be-
cause someone wanted to get out of
school” but the recent uptick is differ-
ent. 

“You hope that’s all it is but, since you
can’t be sure, you have to treat every one
like it’s an imminent threat,” he said. 

In addition to the school resource of-
ficer permanently stationed at the
school, Hall said multiple investigators
responded to investigate Friday morn-
ing. Hall said the investigations are
stressing resources. 

“If this is the new normal, I’m going to
need about two more investigators just
to do this,” he said. “The world doesn’t
stop turning. I guarantee you, I’m

preaching to the choir of other law en-
forcement agencies because they’re
thinking the same thing.”

More than a dozen threats have been
made against Mississippi schools since
the Florida Valentine’s Day shooting last
week. None of the threats have been
substantiated. In West Point, a high
school student was arrested and hand-
ed over to youth court after making a
threat against the school. 

Hall said those making threats, once
identified, will face prosecution. 

False threats continue at schools
Sarah Fowler
Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

VICKSBURG — Walk into Dianne Gargaro’s home,
and you’re going to get a greeting and a once over from
her welcoming committee led by Beanie.

Beanie is a mixed breed female Gargaro rescued as
a 5-day-old puppy along with her brothers and sisters.

“I saved her from somebody who was getting ready
to throw her and her 10 brothers and sisters into a gar-
bage can. They were fixing to throw them away. It took
us a week to catch the mama, so they were bottle-fed
for a week.

“I found all of them homes and I know where most
of them still are; and I’m in contact with most of the
owners.”

Beanie is one of an untold number of dogs Gargaro
has taken into her home over the years, cared for,
helped and in some cases, placed with good owners.

Rescuing and helping animals, she said, “Is not an ob-
session, but it is a passion.”

And it began with her childhood.
“I’ve always loved animals,” she said. “At one point in

my life I wanted to be a veterinarian, but at the time, I
was young enough to think that was too long a time to
spend in college so I just gave that up.

“It’s something I’ve been attracted to. My father used
tell me, even when I was a baby, that if there was a dog or
a cat I ran right up to them, so I just can’t walk away from
an animal that’s hurt or hungry, or looks like it needs
help. Most of my childhood we had a dog or a cat.

“I’ve always loved animals, so I’ve always picked
them up on the side of the road, but it was usually for me
to keep. I didn’t know anything about any kind of net-
works for animals or finding new homes for them or any-

Dianne Gargaro of Vicksburg holds three puppies that she rescued. “I rescue and foster without any kind of
affiliation with anybody. It’s just on my own,” she says. COURTLAND WELLS/THE VICKSBURG POST VIA AP

She needs some rescuing
Woman struggling to fix the roof over their heads
John Surratt Vicksburg Post

See ANIMAL, Page 6A

Four undocumented immigrants
were taken into custody in Leake
County Thursday, one of whom is ac-
cused of impersonating a law enforce-
ment officer.

Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents conducted the operation
along with the Leake County Sheriff’s

Department at a loca-
tion outside of Car-
thage, according to
media reports.

Manuel Cadenas-
Pardo, 24, faces felony
charges. Authorities
said he was driving a
dark gray Dodge Char-
ger with a blue light, a

siren and a dash camera. He also had a
badge, a gun belt and a shirt with “PO-
LICE” on it. He has been deported
three times. Juan A. Custodio, 19, was
riding with Cadenas-Pardo.

Laura Pardo Palma, 49, lived with
Cadenas-Pardo and was in possession
of a handgun, authorities said, and El-
via Ledezma Gonzalez, 38, had an as-
sault-style rifle in her vehicle. Both
women face felony charges.

All four individuals are in federal
custody.

Immigrant
accused 
of posing
as officer

Cadenas-
Pardo

Man allegedly had
badge and gun belt

Harold Gater
Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

Four undocumented
immigrants were
taken into custody
in Leake County
this week.

CALEDONIA — A Mississippi stu-
dent has been arrested for possessing
a gun that should have been logged
into evidence 10 years ago.

The Commercial Dispatch reports
the announcement from the Lowndes
County Sheriff’s Department this
week comes after the Caledonia High
School student was arrested on Jan. 31.

It says the firearm was in posses-
sion of a former deputy and should
have been logged into evidence, and
investigators are now putting together
a case against the former officer. Chief
Deputy Marc Miley would not identify
the officer or gun and said the depart-
ment is trying to figure out how it got
into the minor’s possession.

The unidentified minor was arrest-
ed at school on charges of possession
of a weapon by a minor after deputies
found the gun and ammunition at his
home.

Student’s
gun was
evidence 
in crime
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Since ancient times, people have
been searching for the proverbial
Fountain of Youth. Despite thousands
of years of trying, though, no one has
found the magical spring that will re-
verse the aging process. Although sci-
ence has discovered some potentially
promising avenues that might in the
future allow us to slow down the natu-
ral degradation of our bodies, for now
we must all still face the ravages of
age.

But it hasn’t stopped people from
trying to convince us otherwise, and
people throughout history have ped-
dled various creams, elixirs and vari-
ous types of products that claim to
erase the marks of time and restore
our lost youth. In today’s infomercial-
saturated world, there is no shortage
of pitches for various products making

these claims. Many companies have
made millions, despite the lack of any
scientific evidence they actually work.

This week, the Federal Trade Com-
mission announced it had settled
charges with Telomerase Activation
Sciences Inc. and its founder, Noel Pat-
ton, (collectively known as TA Sci-
ences) that some of the company’s
products “lacked the scientific evidence
to support claims that their capsules,
powders, and creams could provide a
broad range of anti-aging and other
health benefits.” According to the FTC,
TA-6MD was sold in capsule and pow-
der forms, while TA-65 for Skin was sold
as a topical cream.

Specifically, the FTC charged that TA
Sciences “falsely advertised that both
TA-65MD and TA-65 Skin reverse aging
and that TA-65MD prevents and repairs
DNA damage, restores aging immune
systems, increases bone density, re-
verses the effects of aging skin and
eyes, and prevents or reduces the risk of
cancer.” In addition, the FTC alleged, TA
Sciences had misrepresented that

TA-65 Skin decreases the time needed
for skin to recover after medical proce-
dures.

If these products seem familiar to
you, it may be because of their celebrity
spokeswoman, actress Suzanne Som-
ers (of “Three’s Company” fame). Som-
ers often pitched the products in TV
shows, videos and a 2012 book. A 2012
segment on Somers’ “The Suzanne
Show” was the subject of a specific FTC
charge that the company misrepresent-
ed itself by not disclosing that it had
paid nearly $90,000 to Somers for talk-
ing about the products on the air and
that on-air users had been supplied
with free products worth up to $4,000
in exchange for their appearances.

The settlement prohibits the compa-
ny from making any representation
about the health benefits, performance,
efficacy, safety or side effects of any of
its products unless the representation
is not misleading and is supported by
competent and reliable scientific evi-

Anti-aging products cannot halt Father Time
Consumer Watch
Bill Moak

Columnist

See MOAK, Page 6A
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Backstrom, Christopher 56 Philadelphia 16-Feb Beck Funeral Home
Baker, Aubrey Franklin 74 Laurel 23-Feb Colonial Chapel Of Laurel
Barnes, Connettis 84 Hazlehurst 10-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Battle, W.C. 81 Edwards 16-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
*Cagle, William “Bill” Watson 50 Brandon 22-Feb Ott and Lee Brandon
Carter, Brenda 56 Beulah 17-Feb Delta Burial Corporation
Chapman, Inez 90 Jackson 15-Feb Peoples Funeral Home
Chess, Lillie Ruth 104 Hazlehurst 19-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Cochran, Joy 97 Carthage 23-Feb Wilcox Funeral Home
Conn, Reba 84 Columbus 22-Feb Memorial Gunter Peel
*Cooley Sr., Clay D.  75 Jackson 20-Feb -
Cooper, Brandon 29 Lexington 14-Feb Delta Burial Corporation
Corkren, Mary 85 Columbus 22-Feb Memorial Gunter Peel
Davis, Martha Walker 66 Newton 22-Feb Dunlap & Thames Funeral Home
Davis, Lucille 83 Jackson 21-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Edwards, Paul 10 Jackson 11-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Jacobs, Johnnie Mae 74 Jackson 15-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Johnson, John 87 Starkville 22-Feb Memorial Gunter Peel
Jones, Jr., Willie A. 21 Lake 08-Feb Dunlap & Thames Funeral Home
Magee, Mary  81 Jackson 11-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
McGee, Eula 81 West 11-Feb Delta Burial Corporation
McGee, Rosie M. 75 Jackson 14-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Mitchell, Mary Ann 83 Jackson 18-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Myers, Monroe Hugh 76 Morton 21-Feb Ott & Lee Funeral Home 
Nicholson, Larry 62 Newton 17-Feb Dunlap & Thames Funeral Home
Owens, Jackie L. “Jae” 23 Pinola 19-Feb Tutor Funeral Home
Patton, Willie James 86 Durant 19-Feb Delta Burial Corporation
Pigg, Jean 78 Carthage 22-Feb Wilcox Funeral Home
Robinson, Baby Girl A’zaubria Na’Cole 0 Jackson 20-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
*Rogers, Stephen Tate 40 Cleveland 21-Feb Cleveland Funeral Home
Tolivar, Fredrick 54 Marks 17-Feb Delta Burial Corporation
Walker, Larry 65 Newton 19-Feb Dunlap & Thames Funeral Home
Washington, Laura White 102 Shelby 15-Feb Delta Burial Corporation
Wells, Jr., Pleas  66 Clinton 16-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Woods, Roosevelt 78 Prentiss 18-Feb Westhaven Funeral Home
Wright, Annie Lee 90 Forest 10-Feb Delta Burial Corporation

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/ClarionLedger

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

MSGT. WALTER C. 
HAM, JR. USAF, 

RET. 
1:00 PM Saturday 

Colonial Heights Baptist Church
Burial: Bethlehem Baptist 

Church Cemetery
Forkville, MS (Scott County) 

Visit: 12 Noon Saturday
Colonial Heights Baptist Church 

HENRY BARNES 
WATSON

2:00 PM Saturday
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

Brandon, MS 

ROBERT JAMES 
KEITH

1:00 PM Friday 
Sebrell Funeral Home
Visit: 12 Noon Friday 
Sebrell Funeral Home 

SEBRELL FUNERAL 
HOME

 We are proud to be locally  We are proud to be locally 
owned and locally operatedowned and locally operated

by the Sebrell Family. by the Sebrell Family. 
www.sebrellfuneralhome.www.sebrellfuneralhome.

comcom

CLEVELAND - Ste-
phen Tate Rogers, age 
40, of Cleveland, MS, 
passed away Wednes-
day, February 21st at 
Methodist University 
Hospital in Memphis, 
TN.

Visitation will be held 
Saturday, February 24th 
from 4:00-6:00 PM at 
Cleveland Funeral 
Home. Funeral Service 
will be held Sunday, 
February 25th at 2:00 
PM in the Cleveland 
Funeral Home Chapel.

Cleveland Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Online 
guest register may be 
viewed and signed at 
www.clevelandfuner 
alhome.net.

Stephen Tate Rogers
JACKSON - Clay D. 

Cooley, Sr., 75, passed 
away Tuesday, Febru-
ary 20, 2018 at Hospice 
Ministries, Ridgeland. 
He was born in Monroe, 
Louisiana to Cecil and 
Kay Cooley. He gradu-
ated from Mississippi 
College and Ole Miss 
Law School.  He was 
a lobbyist.  His favor-
ite thing was to coach 
baseball. He loved the 
game and was known 
as Coach Cooley to his 
players.

Clay was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
his brother, Kim Coo-
ley. He is survived by 
his children, Veronica 
Vaughn (Wayne) and 
Clay D. Cooley, Jr (Liz); 
grandchildren, Reed 
Vaughn, Ryan Vaughn 
and Lauren Cooley.

Clay donated his 
body to UMMC Body 
Donation Program for 
research and advance-
ment of medical sci-
ence.

Clay D.  Cooley Sr.

BRANDON - William 
“Bill” Watson Cagle, age 
50, a resident of Bran-
don, passed away on 
Thursday, February 22, 
2018 at a local hospital. 
A Memorial Service will 
be held at 2pm Sunday, 
February 25, 2018, at 
Pearson Baptist Church, 
Pearl, MS, with brother 
Calvin Williams offici-
ating. He was preceded 
in death by his father, 
Claude Cagle. Bill was 
born in Memphis, TN 
on March 27, 1967. Bill 
was a devoted father, 
loved the outdoors 
and had a great sense 
of humor. He will be 
greatly missed by his 
family and friends. He 
is survived by his son, 
Hunter Cagle of Bran-
don, MS; mother, Gail 
Cagle of Senatobia, 
MS; sister, Claudia Lee 
Cagle of Moscow, TN; 
nephew, Nat Cagle of 
Knoxville, TN; and an 
aunt, Jimmie Hatley of 
Nesbit, MS. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may 
be made in his honor 
to the American Heart 
Association, 10 Glen-
lake Pkwy NE South 
Tower, Ste 400, Atlanta, 
GA 30328. Online con-
dolences may be made 
at www.ottandlee.com.

    

William “Bill” 
Watson Cagle

Obituaries

READ DAILY
OBITUARIES ONLINE

@ clarionledger.com

A rain drop landing on your
cheek is a kiss
from someone

that lives in Heaven
and is watching over you

thing like that until I got together with PAWS Rescue
and found out there are so many people trying to save
animals that have been thrown away.”

She became familiar with PAWS when she moved to
Vicksburg in 2006 after retiring as a registered nurse
because of a disability.

She worked with PAWS for four years before decid-
ing to rescue and foster animals on her own.

“I rescue and foster without any kind of affiliation
with anybody. It’s just on my own,” Gargaro said.

“I depend on my friends’ donations to get by. ‘I get
by with a little help from my friends,’ that’s my motto.”

But there is one problem Gargaro has that is unre-
lated to her animals but just as important.

She has a hole in her roof that she is unable to afford
to repair.

“I’ve had the problem for seven years. I guess it’s
one of the problems that comes with having a flat roof,
and I guess I should have had the whole roof redone
instead of just that hole.”

Moisture from the leak has stained a section of the
ceiling in her home’s living room, and it is now covered
with plastic to keep out the cold.

“I’ve started a GoFundMe account, but I haven’t re-
ceived too much response,” she said. “I have someone
who will fix the roof, but I have to come up with $5,000
for the supplies.”

Gargaro said she plans to keep adopting animals
until she physically can no longer do it.

“I’ve gotten to the point just this year where I can’t
take any more big animals because my back won’t let
me do it anymore,” she said.

“I’m surrounded by friends, and I really feel lucky
I’m able to do what I do.

“The animals, they’re very sweet, I love them all, but
I can’t keep them all. If I do, then there’s no room for the
next one that needs me.”

She also feeds and offers shelter to stray cats and
tries to get them fixed.

Gargaro’s home is populated by a mix of her per-
sonal pets and animals she has either gotten from the
city of Vicksburg’s animal shelter or were brought to
her. All of her personal pets, she said, are rescues like
Beanie.

Living in a home with the animals, she said, “Is nev-
er lonely. It’s never quiet unless their asleep, but it
makes me feel like I’m doing what I’m supposed to be
doing.”

When Gargaro adopts animals from the city’s ani-
mal shelter, she tries to find homes for them, adding
she usually adopts about four animals a year.

“Usually when I adopt from the pound, it’s the small
ones, the ones that are pregnant, or puppies — the
ones that are at risk,” she said.

She also has an out-of-state rescue partner with
Compassionate Animal Rescue Efforts of Duchess
County in Wappinger Falls, New York.

“I send most of the animals to them, and they get
them fixed, shots, ID microchips and adopt them out
there.”

Most of the time, Gargaro said, she is very comfort-
able having all the animals around her home.

If she has a bad day, “I just leave the house for an
hour and drive around and do my grocery shopping
and whatever.

“If it’s a nice day, I set up a little portable pen outside
and let them get out in the sunshine, but mostly they
don’t bother me.”

She said a lot of people visit her because they’re in-
terested in the puppies she keeps.

“I get a lot of donations of food and supplies and get
money for vet care. I have a rescue account at Wood-
land (animal clinic), and people donate to that account
to help me take care of them. I think it makes people
feel like they’re involved in rescue, when they can’t
physically take the puppies, it helps them feel like
they’re doing something.”

Animal
Continued from Page 5A

“The animals, they’re 
very sweet, I love them 
all, but I can’t keep them 
all. If I do, then there’s 
no room for the next one
that needs me.”
Dianne Gargaro
Animal rescuer

dence. It also prohibits TA Sciences from “misrepre-
senting that any covered product is clinically proven
to reverse human aging, prevent or repair DNA dam-
age, restore aging immune systems, or increase bone
density, or misrepresenting that such evidence or
studies exists.”

TA is just one of many companies selling such
products, taking in billions each year, primarily from
women. Before investing your money in a product that
promises miraculous results, most experts caution
that high prices don’t always mean better results,
thousands of products promising to fix sun damage,
erase crow’s feet and wrinkles and restore your skin’s
youthful elasticity. If you’re considering one of these
products, it’s a good idea to talk to your doctor.

And remember that many products sold in info-
mercials, over the web and via social media are sub-
scription-based. Unscrupulous companies will lure
you in with a “30-day trial” or similar promise, but
hook you into receiving pricey products on a regular
subscription that’s difficult to stop. Before agreeing to
a trial, be careful to read the fine print — especially the
part about canceling your subscription, and watch for
unexpected charges on your bank or credit card state-
ment.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsumer@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 5A

Mississippi is reporting that a second child has
died of flu this season.

The state Department of Health says Friday that
the child died in central Mississippi. The department
did not disclose the county where the death oc-
curred.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

says there have been 97 pediatric flu deaths nation-
wide this season.

The only Mississippi flu deaths that must be re-
ported are for people younger than 18.

The Health Department has collected pediatric flu
statistics since 2008. There have been 18 deaths
since then, including the latest.

The department recommends flu shots for people
6 months and older.

Mississippi has its 2nd pediatric flu death of season
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BATON ROUGE, La. – Law enforcement officials in
Louisiana say more than 300 people have been arrest-
ed following a two-month operation that began after
five people were killed over New Year’s weekend.

The Advocate reported authorities announced the
371 arrests Thursday. They also said that more than 100
illegal guns, and drugs including 800 doses of various
pharmaceuticals and opiates, had been seized. Newly

appointed Baton Rouge police Chief Murphy Paul de-
veloped the operation with the East Baton Rouge Par-
ish Sheriff’s Office, state police and other officials fol-
lowing the violent holiday weekend that came after a
record-high year for homicides.

Police provisional Deputy Chief Robert McGarner
and Drug Enforcement Agency Special Agent in
Charge Brad Byerley say the seizures are connected to
the Baton Rouge-area’s violent crime. McGarner called
situation an epidemic.

La. authorities arrest 371 people in 2-month operation
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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