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Metro&State

Snow and ice covering parts of Mis-
sissippi Friday morning caused dan-
gerous road conditions and closed gov-
ernment offices and schools, including
the University of Mississippi.

The Mississippi Department of
Transportation reported ice on roads
and bridges in multiple counties in
north and central Mississippi. MDOT
crews placed salt and slag on the af-
fected roads and bridges to make them
passable.

Ice was reported in Alcorn, Benton,
Bolivar, Coahoma, DeSoto, Holmes,
Lafayette, Leflore, Marshall, Panola,
Quitman, Sunflower, Tallahatchie,
Tate, Tippah, Tunica, Union and
Washington counties.

The National Weather Service in
Jackson said Friday the majority of the
sleet and snow reported in central and
north Mississippi was moving to the
north and east.

James A. Jones was among those
feeling the brunt of the winter storm Fri-
day.

Jones counted 25 cars stuck by the
road as he drove from Memphis to
McMinnville, Tennessee, about 280
miles away. 

He decided not to risk it any longer
and took a break in the West Tennessee
town of Parkers Crossroads.

“It’s rough riding,” he said. “If you
was in the wrecker business, you’d be
making some money today.”

Kim Ruehl and Mercedes Volk waited
out the storm at a fast-food restaurant
in Parkers Crossroads with their 3-year-
old daughter, Quinn.

They were heading from Asheville,
North Carolina, to Fort Smith, Arkansas.
They pulled off Interstate 40 because of
the dangerous driving conditions.

“The windshield wipers froze and the
road just got real bad,” Ruehl said.

They weren’t expecting such bad
conditions, but they left early from
Nashville anyway.

“An hour into our drive, I was like, we

should have stayed in Nashville,” Volk
said.

Some flights were canceled at the
Memphis airport. 

Business and school closures were
also reported in Alabama.

In Kentucky, truck stop employee
Paige Harville said traffic was much
lighter than usual early Friday along In-
terstate 24 at Paducah.

“There’s not much of it,” she said.
“Like nothing.”

In nearby Mayfield in western Ken-
tucky, postal workers arrived at work to
find their delivery vehicles iced over.
Letter carrier Corey Asher was ready for
treacherous conditions as he started his
route.

“The snow covers up the sleet and
ice, so where you think you might have
solid footing you may not,” he said. “So
your steps have to be choppy today. You
have to be real diligent about where you
walk, and use hand rails.”

Winter storm warnings were posted
as unseasonably warm weather in re-
cent days gave way to winter conditions. 

Jeff Watt walks on the University of Mississippi campus as sleet and rain fall in Oxford Friday. Inclement weather closed
the university along with other schools, businesses and government offices in multiple counties Friday.
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A Freightliner tractor and van trailer
stopped in Hancock County by the
Mississippi Department of Transpor-
tation on Tuesday turned out to be car-
rying $700,000 worth of cocaine, offi-
cials said.

At approximately 3:30 p.m. Tues-
day, MDOT enforcement officers
stopped the trailer eastbound on Inter-
state 10 for a fuel, weight, safety and
paperwork inspection. The trailer,
which was loaded with detergents and
soap, was bound from Laredo, Texas,
to West Palm Beach, Florida.

As part of the inspection, officers
opened the trailer for verification of
the load as described in shipping pa-
pers and to ensure proper load secure-
ment. During the inspection, they saw
three bundles near the rear of the trail-
er — two wrapped in gray duct tape,
and one wrapped in clear plastic. None
of the other merchandise was similarly
wrapped.

The bundles contained approxi-
mately 30 kilograms of cocaine with
an estimated street value of $700,000,
officials said.

The driver, Barrios Pedro, 46, of La-
redo, was charged with possession of a
controlled substance with intent to de-
liver and is awaiting arraignment in
the Hancock County Jail.

“I am very proud of our officers’ ef-
forts to protect the public,” said South-
ern Transportation District Commis-
sioner Tom King. “Their dedicated
work continues to make our neighbor-
hoods and state safer by keeping drugs
like these from reaching the streets.”

The investigation of the source and
destination of the cocaine is being
conducted by the Mississippi Bureau
of Narcotics and MDOT Enforcement.
The Hancock County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment assisted with the preliminary in-
vestigation. The tractor and trailer was
impounded pending the results of the
investigation. 

“As evidenced by this significant
seizure, MDOT enforcement officers
are aware illegal drugs, other contra-
band and even human trafficking vic-
tims are often transported in commer-
cial vehicles,” King said. “We must
continue to be vigilant for this type ac-
tivity that will impact the safety of the
public.”
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A man jumped from a second-floor
window at the Neshoba County court-
house Friday after he was indicted on a
murder charge.

Authorities are searching for 26-
year-old Edward Leshun Bragg Jr. who

was indicted in the 2016
death of 34-year-old Ja-
mie Jermaine Yar-
brough, Sheriff Tommy
Waddell told WTOK. 

“About 40 people
were in the indictment
room, there is a bath-
room adjacent to the
room. Braggs went to

the restroom, when officers went to
check on him they discovered he had
jumped out the window of the south
side of the courthouse,” Waddell said.

Yarbrough’s body was found in a
ditch on Road 212 in the Dixon commu-
nity in October 2016.

Schools were placed on lockdown
while law enforcement searched for
the suspect. The lockdown has since
been lifted, according to a Philadelphia
Public School District official.

Anyone with information about
Braggs’ location is asked to contact the
Neshoba County Sheriff’s Department
at 601-656-1414.

Murder suspect
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The lure of easy money has gotten a
lot of people in trouble over the years.
Get-rich-quick hucksters have always
been around, looking for potential vic-
tims motivated by need or greed. Even
people who would ordinarily be skep-
tical have been taken in, often paying
thousands of dollars for books, semi-
nars and “secret” codes and methods
of getting something for nothing. Most
often, though, they end up with empty
pockets.

Recently, federal regulators an-
nounced they’d busted the operators
of one scheme for allegedly deceiving
consumers, promising they could
work from home after an initial $49 in-
vestment and generate hundreds of
thousands of dollars daily by using a
software product called the “Mobile
Money Code” to create mobile-friend-
ly websites. In reality, the Federal
Trade Commission alleges, the $7 mil-
lion scheme was all smoke and mir-
rors.

In its action, the FTC charged that
Ronnie Montano, Hyong Su Kim (also
known as Jimmy Kim), Martin
Schranz and their related companies
“bilked consumers out of millions of
dollars by falsely promising they could
earn hundreds to thousands of dollars
a day using the defendants’ Mobile
Money Code products.” But what con-
sumers got instead were “generic soft-

ware applications and commonplace in-
formation for creating mobile-friendly
websites,” the agency noted.

A typical email, sent through an affil-
iated marketer, promised investors
could use a “secret method folks are us-
ing to make thousands of dollars per day
(seriously!)” or that users can start
“generating 60k a month on 100% auto-
pilot.” Users were directed to visit web-
sites such as mobilemoneycode.com,
automobilecode.com and secretmoney-
system.com. The ploy was backed by
testimonial videos, which the FTC now
alleges were done using paid actors to
pose as satisfied customers.

The complaint also alleged the com-
pany interfered with consumers’ web-
site navigation. If an interested con-
sumer visited the websites and tried to
close the website without purchasing a
product, they were allegedly blocked
with a series of pop-up messages. “Even
those consumers who agreed to make
an initial purchase were asked to make
additional purchases through upsells
and add-ons,” the agency noted. And
when dissatisfied customers tried to
back out through the site’s “60-day has-
sle-free money back guarantee,” the
company made it difficult (if not impos-
sible) for them to get a refund.

If you are considering putting your
hard-earned money into something like
this, you should ask a lot of questions,
look for red flags, and check them out
thoroughly. Warning signs might in-
clude:

❚ Fake testimonials. Beware of “real
life” rags to riches stories that show how
ordinary people drastically changed

their lifestyles. There are often glitzy
videos, showing people living in lush
mansions, traveling around the world to
exotic locations and being with interest-
ing people. Often, scammers will “seed”
their pitches with a few carefully chosen
examples of people who were “just like
you” until they learned the “secret.”

❚ Amazing claims. Ask any self-
made wealthy person, and almost all
will tell you a story of discipline and
hard work, accompanied by trials, suc-
cesses and failures along the way. But
the purveyors of these schemes would
have you believe you can change your
lifestyle overnight, just by running a
simple code in the background of a web-
site or using some “secret” technique. It
just doesn’t pass the smell test.

❚ Upselling. Once they have your at-
tention and you become an “insider,”
get-rich-quick scheme operators will at-
tempt to get you to invest in other prod-
ucts, often with a high price tag.

❚ Evasion. If you are paying, you
have the right to ask questions and get
solid answers. The company should be
responsive, transparent and answer
your questions honestly. Often though,
a visit to a website will only generate
more questions. The company’s legal
name, physical location, credentials,
and key management should be clearly
indicated. But a website containing only
a sales pitch (or which blocks your navi-
gation) is not a good sign.

If you’ve fallen victim to a get-rich-
quick scam, you can file a complaint at
http://ftccomplaintassistant.gov.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum
er@gmail.com.
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