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Metro&State

In January, the Clarion Ledger
named seven education stories to keep
an eye on in Mississippi. And we’ve
spent the past year doing just that.
Here’s a rundown of the questions we
had concerning Mississippi’s public
schools and how 2017 answered them.

Achievement School District

Watching: We wanted to know if
would even happen and which districts
would be placed in it.

What happened: The Achievement
School District task force recommended

that the state consider placing the Jack-
son, Noxubee and Humphreys school
systems into the district. The state
Board of Education will make the final
call on this at its Dec. 14 meeting.

Risk of takeover

Watching: We wanted to know if
Jackson Public Schools would remain
under local control and on probation or
if the state Department of Education
would move forward on tougher sanc-
tions such as accreditation withdrawal.

What happened: The state Board of
Education asked Gov. Phil Bryant to de-
clare the district in a state of emergency,
which would trigger a takeover. Bryant
didn’t sign it. Instead, in collaboration

with Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lumumba
and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, he
agreed to empower a coalition to help
plan the next chapter for the district.

Charter schools lawsuit

Watching: Charter schools are still in
the nascent stage in Mississippi. Only
three are currently operating, with two
additional ones slated to open next fall.
The Southern Poverty Law Center chal-
lenged the funding mechanisms for the
independent schools, arguing they vio-
lated the state constitution’s definition
of public schools.

What happened: We’re still waiting
for a ruling. Chancery Judge Dewayne
Thomas is expected to issue his deci-

sion soon. Expect an appeal to the state
Supreme Court following the outcome.

Cleveland school desegregation

Watching: There was an open ques-
tion of whether the small town in the
Mississippi Delta would consolidate its
high schools by the 2017 school year.

What happened: The district
dropped its appeal to the U.S. Fifth Cir-
cuit of Appeals and agreed to merge its
high schools. The transition was rocky
at times. Mother Jones reported that
several white students withdrew before
the start of the school year. Its new foot-
ball team didn’t do too shabby, though.

What’s happening on education front?
Bracey Harris
Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

See EDUCATION, Page 7A

For Megan Bell, having pediatric
specialists close to home means one
thing.

Her daughter’s life.
“Without this place,” said Bell, of

Pearl, “we wouldn’t have Avery. We
would have lost her.”

The Bell family were among those
helping break ground Friday morning
for a $180 million children’s tower ad-
jacent to Batson Children’s Hospital in
Jackson. The facility will include new
space for neonatal and pediatric inten-
sive care, more operating suites and an
imaging center for pediatric patients.
Also part of the project is a new out-
patient clinic for pediatric specialists,
and Avery sees quite a few of them.

Born with the chromosomal condi-
tion Turner’s Syndrome in 2009, Avery
was diagnosed with a related congen-
ital heart defect. She was taken to Bat-
son Children’s Hospital for surgery at 1
week old.

“The doctors, nurses and various
staff members at Batson always ex-
plained everything and were kind and
loving to us through it all,” Bell said.
“The PICU nurses deemed Avery the
‘Princess of the PICU’ because she was
the tiniest and toughest of patients at
that time. At Batson, we always felt
like Avery was a top priority, and we
feel the care she received gave her the
fastest and best recovery she could
have experienced.”

Now 8, Avery attends Northside El-
ementary and loves gymnastics, sing-
ing, dancing and playing with siblings
Bryce and Milly Jean and friends.

“The comfort of knowing Avery can
receive the specialized care she needs
in our hometown gives us great com-
fort as parents,” Bell said. “We are very
thankful for our state’s only children’s

hospital, and we literally don’t know
where we’d be without it.”

The seven-story, 340,000-square-
foot tower’s opening is planned for Au-
gust 2020.

Children’s of Mississippi leaders an-
ticipate recruiting 30-40 physicians in
the next five years as the facility is built
and after it is opened, since it will pro-
vide additional capacity. At a minimum,
about 50-75 staff positions, not includ-
ing physicians, would be added after
construction.

“We have outstanding physicians
and the best staff, and they have a pas-
sion for caring for patients,” said Dr.
LouAnn Woodward, vice chancellor for
health affairs and dean of the School of
Medicine. “What we need now are the
facilities to match that quality of care.”

“The time has come,” she said, “for a
transformation.”

The construction is funded in part
through the Campaign for Children’s of
Mississippi, a philanthropic effort
launched in 2016 with Joe Sanderson Jr.,
board chairman and CEO of Sanderson
Farms, and his wife Kathy co-chairing
the effort and making a personal $10
million pledge.

Friends of Children’s Hospital, a non-
profit dedicated to raising funds for Bat-
son Children’s Hospital, followed that
with a $20 million pledge later that year.

Children’s of Mississippi is the um-
brella organization that includes Batson
Children’s Hospital and all UMMC pedi-
atric care throughout the state.

The campaign has raised more than
$60 million toward its $100 million goal
so far, a result Woodward calls “an out-
pouring of love and support that runs
deep and wide across all of Mississippi.”

“The fact that this groundbreaking is
happening less than two years after the
launch of the Campaign for Children’s of
Mississippi shows how much we as
Mississippians value our children and

their health and how generous the peo-
ple of this state are,” Joe Sanderson
said. “We have a world-class medical
team here, but they do not have re-
sources to match their skill. The open-
ing of this children’s tower will mean
better outcomes for our children, but
also better research, more top doctors
coming to Mississippi and more jobs.

“This project is not just for the chil-
dren who need it today,” he said. “It’s for
future generations and is part of a stra-
tegic long-term plan for Mississippi’s
future.”

Said Kathy Sanderson: “When we see
the completed children’s tower, and
walk through its doors the first time, I
think the emotions will be overwhelm-
ing. All of the children in our state can
come to this hospital and get the kind of
care that any parent or grandparent
would want for their children.”

“I’m from Mississippi,” said Natchez
native Dr. Mary Taylor, professor and
Suzan B. Thames Chair of Pediatrics at
UMMC, and as of today is also chairing
the Department of Pediatrics at UMMC,
“and this hospital means more to me
than you know. This new hospital tower
will be transformational for the children
of Mississippi.

“This is what the children of Missis-
sippi need,” she said, “and what the chil-
dren of Mississippi deserve.”

HEALTH CARE

Megan Bell of Pearl tells daughter Avery’s story during the groundbreaking for a $180 million children’s tower adjacent to
Batson Children’s Hospital in Jackson. JOE ELLIS/UMMC PHOTOGRAPHY

Work begins on new UMMC
medical tower for children 
Special to Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

“This is what the children of

Mississippi need ... and what

the children of Mississippi

deserve.”
Dr. Mary Taylor
Department of Pediatrics chair at UMMC

Starkville and Oxford folks who
rented their homes for Mississippi
State and Ole Miss football games
earned a collective $800,000 in 2017,
according to Airbnb. 

To date, over 8,500 rooms have
booked through the rental website
during Ole Mis and Mississippi Sate
home games this year, Airbnb an-
nounced via press release. 

In Oxford, 2,290 people rented
rooms the weekend of Oct. 20 for the
game against Louisiana State Univer-
sity, the highest guest count for year. 

The highest rental occupancy in
Starkville through the site occurred
Oct. 7 as people rented rooms for the
MSU game against Auburn. 

“In addition to being leading aca-
demic institutions, the Ole Miss and
Mississippi State sports programs are
a huge tourism draw and economic
boost for Oxford and Starkville resi-
dents and businesses,” said Will
Burns, Public Policy director for
Airbnb in Mississippi. “Airbnb is proud
to give alumni and fans a more afford-
able way to attend these games and
also provide local families who home
share an avenue to earn extra income.”

MSU, Ole Miss
games mean
big wins with
room rentals
Sarah Fowler
Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

Americans spend billions of dollars
each year on dietary supplements. The
National Institutes of Health’s Office
of Dietary Supplements estimates
that, in 2014, Americans spent nearly
$37 billion on these products, with
much of that money going toward
products promising to help you lose
weight, build muscles, increase sexual
function and ease pain (among many
others).

But increasingly, consumer advo-
cates and regulators are warning that
the marketing claims made by some of
these products are questionable, if not
patently false. Recently, federal regu-
lators put the brakes on schemes by
three Florida-based companies that
they accused of deceptively marketing
and selling dietary supplements,
promising relief for a wide range of ail-
ments.

According to the FTC’s complaint,
NextGen Nutritionals, Strictly Health
and Cyber Business Technology and
their owners made false or unsubstan-
tiated representations for five dietary
supplements including BioMazing 

Consumer Watch
Bill Moak

Columnist

Supplements
are not always
what they
claim to be

See MOAK, Page 7A


