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Set a deadline

Poring through job postings is tough
when you feel emotionally drained or
overworked. Decide on a future quit
date a few months from now. That can
motivate you to connect with profes-
sional contacts who may have job
leads, and to spend evenings and
weekends on applications.

Kim David, 25, set a deadline for six
months from the date she decided to
leave her former employer.

“I think I realized that I was sort of
falling into a downward spiral,” she
says. “The situation that my job was
presenting,” including demanding
hours, “was kind of taking over my
life.”

She searched for jobs — unsuccess-
fully — and finally resigned without
having a position lined up. A month
later she landed her current job as a
strategy director at a public relations
agency in New York.

Salwa Kyobe, 30, discovered this
spring that she didn’t want to pursue a
career in casting in Los Angeles, where
she worked at a video production
agency. She gave her company four
months’ notice; they had a good rela-
tionship, she says, and she wasn’t will-
ing to pursue a promotion they’d dis-
cussed.

Giving that much notice can be a
risk in the event the company decides
to let you go sooner. But Kyobe’s com-
pany was supportive. She used the
time to network to find her next job,
which is more in line with her goal of
becoming a produce buyer.

Start a ‘quit this job’ fund

If your workplace is toxic or your
mental health is suffering, it may be in
your best interest to quit sooner than
four to six months from now. But in
whatever time you have, set aside

money to cover rent, food and bills (in-
cluding any student and car loans)
while you’re out of work.

To save more, stop eating meals out,
cancel subscription services or take on
additional part-time work. It’s also OK
to halt automatic retirement contribu-
tions for a short time, says Dominique
Broadway, a personal finance coach and
founder of Finances Demystified in
Washington, D.C. Pick them back up at
your next gig.

Ideally, save at least three months’
worth of basic expenses; use an emer-
gency fund calculator to come up with a
total. But you may be unemployed for
longer than that. 

Moving in with your parents — while
it sounds like a nuclear option — can
make sense. This is especially true if it
helps you get out of an unhealthy job,
and you can all agree on how much you
should contribute to household ex-
penses.

Safeguard your benefits

This is particularly important for
young people, whose retirement sav-
ings have a long time to grow: Your
401(k) isn’t an emergency fund. Act as if
that money isn’t there, Broadway says.
Instead of cashing out a 401(k), roll it
over to your next company’s plan or into
an individual retirement account.

Make sure you’ll have health insur-
ance during the transition, too. Most
employers with 20 or more workers
must offer temporary health coverage to
former employees through the Consoli-
dated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act, known as COBRA. If that’s too ex-
pensive, consider applying for coverage
through the Affordable Care Act’s spe-
cial enrollment period. You can sign up
within 60 days of losing job-based cov-
erage, and if you have no income, you
may qualify for Medicaid, depending on
your state and family size.

“Ask Brianna” is a column from Nerd-
Wallet for 20-somethings or anyone else
starting out. Send your questions to ask
brianna@nerdwallet.com.

NerdWallet
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SENIORDAY
If you’re 55 & older, Veteran or

Active Military, it’s your day to save!

*If you’re 55 or older, or are active military or veteran with valid ID, take an extra
20% off storewide, or 15% off in our home & shoes departments, 10% off in our
electrics & coffee departments with your Belk Rewards Card or any other form of
payment, on your regular or sale purchase. Coupon can only be used once
and must be presented to your sales associate at the time of purchase.
Excludes Red Dot, Clearance, Earlybirds, Night Owls, Doorbusters, Bonus Buys,
Super Buys, Everyday Values, Adidas, Alegria, Allen Edmonds, Angelica, Antelope,
Armani Exchange watches, Assets, Baby Gear, Bed Stu, better & designer intimates,
Birkenstock, Brahmin, Breville, Brighton, Casio, COH Man, Clarisonic, Coach
handbags, Columbia, cosmetics/fragrances, Dansko, Denim & Supply Ralph
Lauren, designer, bridge and contemporary sportswear and dresses, designer
sunglasses, Diane Von Furstenberg, Diesel watches, Donald Pliner shoes, Dr.
Martens, Eileen Fisher, Eileen Fisher Systems, Emporio Armani watches, FAO
Schwarz, fine jewelry watches and service plans, Fitbit, Fossil & Fossil Q watches,
Free People, Frye handbags, Herend, Hobo, Hunter Boots, J Slides, Jack Rogers,
Johnston & Murphy, Kate Spade accessories, outerwear, shoes & sleepwear,
Kenneth Cole shoes, Kors Studio, Levi’s, Lilly Pulitzer, lucy, Marc by Marc Jacobs
watches, Melissa & Doug, Michael Kors, Minnetonka Moccasin, Miss Me, Mud Pie,
Nike, Orthaheel/Vionic, OTBT, Patricia Nash, Puma, Roan, Sail to Sable, Seven For
All Mankind, S’ip by S’well, Skagen, Southern Proper, Spanx, Spartina 449, Sperry
Gold Cup, Stuart Weitzman, Superga, TOMS, Tumi, Trina Turk apparel, Ugg, Under
Armour, Vera Bradley, Versus watches, Victorinox, Vietri, Vince Camuto handbags,
Vineyard Vines, Vintage 1946, Vitamix, Wusthof, non-merchandise depts., leased
depts., salon services and Belk gift cards. Also excluded online: Juliska, Michael
Kors jewelry & watches, Sam Edelman, shoes by Born, Frye and Pikolinos, Tommy
Bahama men’s apparel, and watches by Adidas, DKNY, Garmin and Guess. Not
valid on prior purchases, special orders or trunk shows. Cannot be redeemed for
cash, credit or refund, used in combination with any other discount or coupon offer.
Valid Tuesday, December 5, 2017. All Belk Rewards Card purchases are subject
to credit approval
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anceQuotes.
Another holiday danger mentioned

in the report is the increased danger of
house fires, which may be caused by
faulty wiring in Christmas tree lights,
overloading of circuits, cooking, im-
proper use of space heaters and other
reasons. According to the study, 9 mil-
lion Americans have had a house fire
caused by a fryer or cooking accident;
7 million have had a house fire caused
by lit candles and 5 million have expe-
rienced a house fire caused by a Christ-
mas tree.

Porch piracy has reached epidemic
levels in some areas and has increased
as more Americans are doing their
holiday shopping online. The recent
“Cyber Monday” set a record as online
shoppers spent $6.59 billion online
(according to CNBC, it was the largest
online shopping day in history).

All those packages being delivered
to all those homes create a promised
land for thieves, who have been known
to follow delivery trucks around. Of-
ten, though, porch piracy is just a
crime of opportunity as crooks see it as
a way to jump out, grab a package and
make a quick getaway.

Despite all these risks, though,
there are some things you can do. To

thwart porch piracy, many homeowners
have installed security cameras linked
to motion detectors and security sys-
tems. Others have found success by
having their packages delivered to
trusted neighbors who are at home.

Some are using hi-tech solutions
such as Landport (a heavy metal box
which is bolted down on your front
porch, locked with a keypad). 

Landport costs between $500 and
$800. Amazon Key (starting at $250,
plus monthly subscription fees of $7 to
$20 a month) uses a special lock that
the homeowner installs on his door, and
the homeowner supplies an entry code
to the delivery driver. A security camera
captures the whole delivery, then Ama-
zon Key then relocks the door after-
wards.

Although Amazon Keys are flying off
the shelves, some security experts cau-
tion that the new technology could
come with its own drawbacks (not the
least of which is granting a complete
stranger access to your home while
you’re away.)

Stopping yard-decoration thieves is
a little more difficult, the study warns,
but motion detectors, more lighting and
security systems can help reduce the
risk. Some statistics I’ve found indicate
homes without a security system are
significantly more likely to be victim-
ized than ones without one.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.

Moak
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Two men are dead after a gyrocop-
ter crashed in DeSoto County Satur-
day. 

Wayne House, 70, and his son Rich-
ard House, 43, were both killed when
the aircraft crashed coming in for a
landing, according to DeSoto County
Sheriff’s Department spokesman Alex
Coker. 

DeSoto County emergency re-
sponders were called to a grass fire
around 5:30 p.m. Saturday. 

Love Volunteer Fire Chief Shawn
Witt said his department responded to
the area and had to hike to where the
fire had spread.

“While checking the perimeter I saw

a large fire and thought it was just
some brush, but once I got closer I saw
the propeller and one of victims,” Witt
said. “I immediately called (Federal
Aviation Administration) and (Nation-
al Transportation Safety Board) and
checked for missing aircraft as this
property was about 500 yards from
Eagle Ridge airport/landing.”

Around 6:20 p.m., the crashed ex-
perimental gyrocopter was found in
the woods near the 4000 block of Mal-
one Road, near Holly Springs Road and
Cleveland Road.

Responders said the aircraft was a
two-seater.

So far the cause of the crash has not
been determined. Coker confirmed the
FAA is involved in the investigation.

Father, son dead in gyrocopter crash
Therese Apel Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

One person is dead in a house fire on
Roxbury Road in north Jackson.

Jackson Fire Department Division
Chief Cleotha Sanders said firefighters
were called to the 3900 block of Rox-
bury at 11:10 a.m. Sunday.

When firefighters conducted a pri-
mary search of the home, they found a
man dead inside. 

Hinds County Coroner Sharon Gris-
ham Stewart identified the victim as
59-year-old William Burke Thompson. 

The neighbor’s fence and some of
the trees next to the house caught on
fire from Thompson’s home, residents
of the neighborhood said. They said
dark black smoke was coming from the
home but not a lot of flames were
showing from the street. 

Neighbors said Thompson had lived
in the house for many years. 

“We never saw anybody being car-
ried out but when we saw his family fi-
nally arrive and the fire marshal go up
and talk to them and they broke down,
we realized that he had passed away,”
said neighbor Mary Randall. “It was an
awful thing to have to see.”

She said Thompson had been her
neighbor for more than 20 years. 

“He was a nice, nice guy. Very nice
and very friendly and loved his Ole
Miss Rebels,” Randall said. “We always
Hotty Toddyed together.”

Investigators with JFD, Jackson Po-
lice Department detectives and the
coroner were called to the scene. 

JFD’s investigators are working to
determine the cause of the fire, Sand-
ers said. 

Man who died in Jackson house fire ID’d

Therese Apel Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

A man was killed in a fire in this home
on Roxbury Road in north Jackson.
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