
The Clarion-Ledger - 01/06/2018 Page : A005

January 9, 2018 10:32 am (GMT +6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page


CLARIONLEDGER.COM ❚ SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 2018 ❚ 5A

Metro&State

Michael Guest, district attorney for
Madison and Rankin counties, has filed
to run for the 3rd Congressional District
seat U.S. Rep. Gregg Harper is leaving at
the end of his term.

Guest has long been considered an
up-and-comer in state GOP politics,
and many political observers have for
years expected him to seek higher state
or federal office. Guest said he believes
he has a record of making Madison and

Rankin counties “a safer place ... and a
better place to live, worship and raise a
family” and hopes voters will look at
that record.

“It’s something I have been thinking
for some time, that if a congressional
seat ever became vacant, I would con-
sider it,” Guest said Friday. “... Instead of
being in a courtroom fighting for victims
of crime, I would like to take that same
skill set to Washington, D.C., and fight
for the people of Mississippi in the halls
of Congress.”

Guest said some issues he’d like to fo-
cus on in Congress include opioid addic-

tion and deaths, immigration laws, in-
frastructure needs and military fund-
ing.

“Immigration is an is-
sue that needs to be ad-
dressed,” Guest said. “We
need immigration laws
and policy that are uni-
form nationwide ... We
have great infrastructure
needs, roads and bridges,
water and sewer. This re-
cent weather has shown

the problems here in the metro.
“I am a strong proponent of making

sure the military is properly funded,”
Guest said. 

“We need to make sure our men and
women willing to go into harm’s way
have the equipment and training they
need to do their job and return home
safely.”

Harper announced Thursday he
would not seek a sixth term this year,
citing family considerations and saying
he doesn’t believe a seat in Congress
should be a lifelong career.

Numerous state and local politicians
appear to be considering a run for the
open seat.
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When Priscilla Nguyen offers to
cook dinner for her three kids and her
boyfriend, this is what she hears:

“No! Let’s order takeout. I don’t feel
like getting sick tonight. I want to live
to see tomorrow.”

The Hattiesburg resident isn’t the
best cook. In fact, you could truthful-
ly say she’s the “worst cook.” 

Nguyen, 27, will be one of 16 culi-
nary misfits appearing on Season 12
of Food Network’s “Worst Cooks in
America,” premiering Sunday.

Nguyen’s signature dish is sau-
sage tacos, made with sausage meat
and Italian seasoning. She whipped
them up one night for friend Sujeila
Rios.

“I was so hungry,” Rios said. “She
said, ‘I’m going to make tacos.’ I love

tacos.
“She said, ‘I don’t have ground

beef, but I have sausage.’ She always
likes to use Italian seasoning. That’s
the only thing she knows how to use.”

The sausage tacos had disastrous
consequences.

“They made my stomach upset,”
Rios said. “(I said), ‘You can’t keep ex-
perimenting like this. You’re going to
kill me.’ She needs some help.”

Nguyen, co-owner of a clothing
store in Ocean Springs, may find her
niche on “Worst Cooks.” The contes-
tants’ first task is to make their signa-
ture dishes and among the offerings
are mole and marinara sauce spa-
ghetti; matzo ball, gummy bear gaz-
pacho; and three-cheese macaroni
with Gouda, cheddar and cottage
cheese.
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In a news release, Hood and his

counterparts (working through the
“Multi-State Mortgage Committee,” or
MMC) accused the company of failing to
maintain accurate account statements,
failing to timely and accurately apply
payments made by borrowers, failing to
properly process borrowers’ applica-
tions for loan modifications, and failing
to maintain adequate documentation to
determine whether PHH had standing
to foreclose.

About 270 Mississippi PHH custom-
ers who faced foreclosures should soon
be receiving a notice in the mail about
how to claim their payments. PHH bor-
rowers who lost their homes through
foreclosure will qualify for a minimum
of $840, while other PHH customers

Mississippi consumers who faced
foreclosures on their mortgages ser-
viced by New Jersey-based PHH Corp.
can expect to receive payments in the
coming months, thanks to a settlement
reached between the company and 49
attorneys general. PHH is the nation’s
ninth-largest residential mortgage ser-
vicer.

Mississippi Attorney General Jim
Hood announced the $45 million settle-
ment Wednesday, after the company
was accused of improperly servicing
mortgage loans from 2009 through

who maintained their homes despite
foreclosure actions will receive a mini-
mum payment of $285. In addition to
the payments, PHH must implement a
testing and reporting process to ensure
it follows the law in the future.

“Our settlement holds PHH account-
able for harms homeowners suffered
from improper loan servicing and
shows our continued dedication to this
area,” Hood noted in the news release.
“The agreement requires new servicing
standards to help ensure that PHH
doesn’t repeat conduct that led to im-
proper mortgage servicing and provides
financial relief to aggrieved homeown-
ers.”

Attorneys general in all states except
New Hampshire signed onto the settle-
ment agreement, noted mortgage in-

dustry website Housingwire.com. In re-
porting on the settlement, Housingwi-
re.com noted that, while PHH officials
didn’t admit liability in its statements, it
said it’s committed to moving on and
correcting past issues.

“We have agreed to resolve concerns
raised by the MMC arising from its ser-
vicing examination conducted in 2010
and believe that settling this matter is in
the best interest of PHH and its constit-
uents,” PHH officials said in a statement
to Housingwire. “We have made and will
continue to make the necessary en-
hancements in our operations to ensure
we remain compliant and continue to
serve our customers in a fair and appro-
priate manner.”

Contact Bill Moak at moak
consumer@gmail.com.

Refunds coming from mortgage company settlement
Consumer Watch
Bill Moak
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Jackson police are investigating an
officer-involved shooting that oc-
curred Thursday evening. 

An officer who had recently ended
his shift was at a Popeye’s restaurant
when he was told by the staff that a
man there was being very unruly and
disrupting the business, JPD spokes-
person Sgt. Roderick Holmes said.

The officer, who was not identified,
observed that the sus-
pect had left and trav-
eled just down the
street to the Sunshine
Food Mart located in the
3100 block of Terry
Road. The officer called
for backup which ar-
rived just as the suspect
was exiting the store.

The suspect could be heard verbally
threatening to harm officers, Holmes
said. The suspect then pulled what ap-
peared to be a silver handgun from his
waistband and pointed it at officers.
One officer discharged his weapon
twice at the suspect before the suspect
fled on foot. 

One of the rounds fired by the offi-
cer apparently missed the suspect and
struck a passing vehicle. The occu-
pants of that vehicle were not injured. 

Moments of the incident were cap-
tured on store surveillance, JPD said. 

The suspect was later identified as
Reginald Harper, 26. He is wanted for
attempted aggravated assault on a po-
lice officer. It is not known if Harper
was injured. 

Anyone with information on Har-
per’s whereabouts is asked to call the
Jackson Police Dept. at 601-960-1234.
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One officer 
discharged his
weapon twice at the
suspect before the
suspect fled on foot. 


