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Retail estimates are that this holi-
day shopping season will bring in more
money than ever, even though fewer
area shoppers seemed to be coming
out for Black Friday, opting instead to
either purchase online or avoid the
crowds for a later date. 

Shanika Archie, a 13-year Academy
+ Outdoors employee, said business
was good at the Jackson store early
Friday morning, compared to the last
five years, but still well behind what
she called “the busy years.” 

Archie recalls the days when the
number of shoppers grew so large, the
store had to use wristbands to keep
track of who showed up when for spe-
cial deals and used a number system
for specific purchases.

Over the last five years, business
has slowed considerably. That’s large-
ly the result of online shopping, she
said. As a result retail stores and shop-
ping malls are seeing fewer customers
— even on Black Friday.

A recent survey shows that for the
first time ever, shoppers are going to
the web for most of their purchases.

Shoppers now make 51 percent of
their purchases online, compared to
48 percent in 2015 and 47 percent in
2014.

Total online sales for last year’s
holiday season were over $90 billion.
This year, sales are expected to sur-
pass $100 billion, according to Adobe
Analytics. 

In fact, more than 300 national re-
tailers have filed for bankruptcy this
year alone, including Toys R US and fa-

miliar mall brands such as Aerosoles,
Rue21 and RadioShack, according to
CNBC.com. Five Mississippi J.C. Penney
stores and eight Payless ShoeSource
stores were among those that closed. 

But there are some things that online
shopping can’t offer.

That point was made clear by Black
Friday shopper Alex Epps of Byrum.
Epps said he put together a Christmas
shopping list and came out specifically
for a trampoline and shop vacuums. But
he couldn’t refuse a Black Friday deal on
two bicycles, which he came across
when he visited Academy in person.

Also, most shoppers came for a spe-
cific Academy Sports + Outdoors deal on
Friday, one impossible to get off the in-
ternet. 

A store advertisement promoted a
free handgun with the purchase of a
Taurus PT111 firearm. The deal clearly
held sway over shoppers, who stood in a
long line behind the register in the gun
section of the store.

Of those shopping Thanksgiving

weekend, 66 percent said they’re doing
so to take advantage of deals and pro-
motions retailers will offer, while 26 per-
cent cited the tradition as motivation,
according to the National Retail Feder-
ation.

Sharon Druey, who makes the trip
from Yazoo City to Jackson every year,
falls into the tradition category, as she
and her three daughters braved the
cold to start at Academy before hitting
several other stores. Druey’s family
comes out every Black Friday and 
also went shopping Thanksgiving eve-
ning.

Her girls had specific gifts in mind
when asked, but Druey said she enjoys
the holiday spectacle. 

“It’s just fun. That’s why I do it. The
people and the crowds, it’s not really
about any sale,” Druey said. 

While the Thanksgiving weekend
brings out a sizable chunk of shoppers,
only 12 percent of consumers have com-
pleted at least half of their shopping,
promising more retail cash down the
road. 

There’s a good chance shoppers will
spend money, too, whether they visit a
store in person or not. Consumer confi-
dence is at a 17-year high, and unem-
ployment is at 4 percent nationally, a 17-
year low. Statewide, the rate has
dropped to 5.2 percent. In Jackson, the
rate is 6.1 percent. 

Shoppers line up for the opening of Target in north Jackson early Friday morning. PHOTOS BY JUSTIN VICORY/CLARION LEDGER 

Black Friday shoppers both
stand in line and get online
Justin Vicory
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Academy + Outdoors employee T.J.
Watts helps load a bicycle for a
customer at the Jackson store. 

“It’s just fun. That’s why I do it. The
people and the crowds, it’s not really
about any sale.”

Sharon Druey

Black Friday shopper from Yazoo City

A Mississippi couple has won a
competition that helps with the costs
for those trying to adopt a child.

Matthew and Virginia Alexander of
Meadville entered a contest by a com-
pany called Fund the Nations that
makes T-shirts with the profits help-
ing overseas missions. The company
was offering to help a couple looking to
adopt by awarding them up to
$30,000. To win, the couple had to
earn the most votes on the company’s
website. The newlyweds beat out 10
other couples with 19,776 votes, ac-
cording to the Fund the Nations Face-
book page.

The Alexanders, who will celebrate
their first wedding anniversary in De-
cember, were moved to tears when
they learned they won. 

“We know that we could not have
done this without the love and support
of Mississippi,” Virginia said. “People
taking the time to vote for us, in such a
busy time, their sacrifice, thinking of
us and voting for us is why our life
changed.”

Adoption is something Matthew
and Virginia both have felt strongly
about for years and is something they
said God laid on their hearts before
they ever met.

They haven’t been matched with a
child and don’t know whether their ba-
by is a boy or a girl or even if the child’s
been born. But the couple is confident
their child is on the other side of the
world in Bulgaria. 

The couple plans to adopt interna-
tionally from Bulgaria and then do-
mestically from within the United
States. They decided to apply for an in-
ternational adoption first because it’s
typically a longer process, Matthew
said.

With an international adoption,
they were told the entire process could
cost upward of $40,000. To date, the
couple has spent $10,000. The amount
they are awarded through Fund The
Nations is directly related to shirt
sales. All proceeds from shirts sold
through the end of November will go
directly to the Alexanders. 

Couple wins
adoption
costs contest
Harold Gater and Sarah Fowler
Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

Matthew and Virginia Alexander of
Meadville have won a contest that
will help defray the cost of adoption.
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As you gas up your car during holiday
trips, the FBI is warning consumers to
watch out for credit card skimmers on
gas pumps, which could be used to steal
your money and identity.

The FBI and a U.S. attorney this week
announced they had busted a multi-
state ring that had installed skimmers
on gas pumps across Kentucky, Ohio
and Indiana. Officers collared eight peo-
ple in an operation that included more
than 30 law enforcement agencies
across the three states, after the thieves
made off with more than 7,000 card
numbers and about $3.5 million.

“This form of identity theft is causing
untold losses to both financial institu-
tions and individuals who are merely
filling their tanks at the gasoline
pump. As we begin the busiest travel
season of the year, consumers need to
pay special attention to where and how
they pay for gasoline as criminals are

using new and more sophisticated tech-
nologies,” noted U.S. Attorney Russell
Coleman.

Skimmers are becoming increasingly
sophisticated, and thieves have gotten
proficient at making them look close
enough to the real thing to fool all but
the savviest customers. Thieves install
the devices over the card-swipe device
on the pump, and in some cases, replace
the pump’s original card reader. When
unwitting customers swipe their cards
to pay for gas, the device reads the card
number and other information, which is
then used to raid the customer’s bank
account or steal their identity.

You may recall that police last year
found a skimmer installed on gas
pumps in the Clinton area, resulting in
arrests and indications the activity was
part of a larger ring operating across
several states.

In the case announced this week, the
FBI reported the thieves installed the
devices inside the gas pumps, then later
retrieved them. The stolen financial in-
formation was then re-encoded, trans-
ferred, or cloned on to the magnetic
strip of other plastic cards that were

sold or used to purchase merchandise.
Although skimming is not a new phe-

nomenon, it is getting harder to detect.
PC Magazine’s Max Eddy wrote about
the technology last year, noting the de-
vices are now smaller than a deck of
cards, and can be placed on an ATM or
point-of-sale terminal easily. Often, he
notes, thieves will also place a camera
nearby to record Personal Identification
Numbers of customers, but in some
cases, they have installed fake keypads
as well.

Spotting a skimmer is not always
easy, but Eddy gives a few pointers:

❚ Watch for mismatched colors or
styles. If the overall color in the area
where you insert your card is black, for
example, but the card reader is yellow,
that could be a sign that it’s fake. Also,
watch for mismatches in lettering or the
materials used.

❚ Wiggle everything. Since readers
have to be hastily installed so the
thieves won’t get caught, they don’t
usually have much time to make sure
everything fits perfectly. Eddy advises
pulling at the reader and keypad to en-
sure nothing moves.

❚ Look around. Cover the keypad
with your hand, to prevent anyone from
seeing your fingers as they enter the
PIN. Many devices now have a little
shield over the top of the keypad to pre-
vent someone seeing your fingers as
they enter the numbers, or recording
your movements from a distance. Still,
covering the keypad as you enter can
prevent thieves from getting the all-im-
portant PIN.

❚ Use the EMV chip. Since most
newer card readers accept EMV (Euro-
pay, Mastercard, Visa) chips that re-
quire your card to be inserted, this op-
tion gives you more security and re-
quires thieves to install devices inside
the reader.

❚ Pay inside. It’s less convenient to
pay inside the store, but generally more
secure. 

It’s also a good idea to keep up with
your purchases. Most banks now have
apps that allow you to keep up with
transactions, so if you notice any activ-
ity you didn’t authorize, report it imme-
diately.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.
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