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The Mississippi Supreme Court on
Thursday ruled in the Sun Herald’s favor
in a long-running battle between the
media company and state officials over
records from the Department of Marine
Resources.

The court found that Chancery Judge
Jennifer Schloegel correctly ruled the
records are public records created dur-
ing the course of DMR business, not in-

vestigative records exempt from the
state’s Public Records Act as state offi-
cials claimed. The court sent the case
back to Schloegel to enforce her original
order.

The officials have 14 days to ask for a
rehearing.

Henry Laird, attorney for the Sun
Herald, said the ruling should help
media companies across the state.

“That holding is very helpful to jour-
nalists,” he said. “Also, the holding is
helpful in that you can’t convert records

to criminal records after a
subpoena.

“This decision, again,
narrowly construed an
exemption to the Missis-
sippi Public Records Act
and says that these are
public records. If a state
agency or city govern-

ment has records that are turned over to
investigate a crime, they’re not criminal
investigative records.”

Investigative records are exempt

from disclosure.
The Supreme Court also ordered the

Office of the State Auditor to pay the Sun
Herald’s legal fees of about $37,000.

The state Court of Appeals last year
reversed Schloegel’s 2013 decision that
the records were public records and her
decision to hold state Auditor Stacey
Pickering, his investigators and the
DMR in contempt for failing to turn over
the records as she ordered.

The Sun Herald then appealed that
decision to the high court. The Supreme
Court ruled that only Deputy State Au-

Supreme Court sides with newspaper
Justices say Sun Herald is right in DMR public records fight
Paul Hampton
Sun Herald
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WASHINGTON – A measure initiat-
ed by U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker to build a
bigger Navy has cleared the Senate
and now heads to President Trump to
become law.

The Senate on Thursday passed a
conference committee report of the
FY2018 “National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act” that includes the Mississippi

Republican’s “Securing
the Homeland by In-
creasing our Power on
the Seas Act.”

The proposal makes
it the nation’s policy to
achieve the Navy’s
minimum requirement
for a 355-ship fleet — 77
more than are currently

in the battle fleet.
“Both houses of Congress have

made an emphatic statement that we
need a bigger Navy and we need it
now,” Wicker, who chairs the Senate
Seapower Subcommittee, said in a
news release from his office “A more
robust Navy is critical to our national
security and to projecting American
power around the globe. This goal is
going to require a steadfast commit-
ment, but I believe this is something
we can realize in the coming decade.”

The defense bill authorizes nearly
$700 billion in funding for America’s
service members, military installa-
tions and industrial base. The bill in-
cludes a nearly $5 billion increase for
shipbuilding above Trump’s budget
request and gives active-duty military
personnel a 2.4 percent pay raise.

The bill also makes permanent the
Special Survivor Indemnity Allowance
payments to surviving military
spouses. The more than 60,000 Amer-
icans whose spouses died on active
duty or during retirement will con-
tinue to receive $310 per month plus
cost-of-living-adjustment indefinite-
ly.

Wicker introduced the bipartisan
measure in June with Rep. Rob Witt-
man, R-Va.

“We think this is an extraordinarily
important message to send, to com-
municate, to the citizens across the
nation, but also to the industry who we
will need to make sure that we get to
the 355 ships,” Wittman, chairman of
the House Armed Services’ subcom-
mittee on Seapower and Projection 

Boosting Navy
fleet initiative
heads to Trump
Debbie Solis-Skipper
Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK
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David Bowman attributes his cancer-free life
to doctors who care, skilled surgeons and a lung
cancer screening tool approved three years be-
fore his diagnosis.

Today, at 66, the University of
Mississippi Medical Center pa-
tient encourages others who qual-
ify to have low-dose CT screening
that helped identify a growing
nodule in his lung in time to re-
move it surgically without the
need for chemotherapy or radia-
tion therapy.

“Do it. You’ve got nothing to
lose and everything to gain,” he said. “You could
end up like me and be blessed with early detec-
tion. By the time symptoms show up, it’s too late
to get the results I have.”

His surgeon, Dr. Jacob Moremen, agrees. “He
found a highly curable lung cancer at a time
when he was well enough to undergo that cure.

“Lung cancer is the number one cancer killer
in America, largely because we don’t have a good
screening program,” said Moremen, assistant

professor of surgery and a member of the Inter-
disciplinary Thoracic Team at UMMC’s Cancer
Institute. “Breast, colon and cervical cancers all
saw a marked decline in deaths after screening
began.”

According to the Mississippi Cancer Registry,
2,575 people were diagnosed with lung and
bronchus cancer in this state in 2014, the latest
year for which verified figures are available, and
1,943 died of it.

Moremen said the screening — also referred
to as LDCT for low-dose computed tomography
— has another effect on many people: they quit
smoking. Smoking is the overwhelming major
risk factor for lung cancer.

“A lot of people have a hard time with the real-
ity of lung cancer because they can’t see it, can’t
feel it,” he said. “Something more tangible helps.”

Dr. John Ruckdeschel, Cancer Institute direc-
tor and an internationally recognized lung can-
cer expert, said it took decades of study to find a
reliable test that reduced lung cancer mortality.
The National Lung Screening Trials reported re-
sults of that research in 2011.

“The data is clear that we can reduce lung 

Lung cancer survivor David Bowman, right, plays harmonica for staff in the University of Mississippi Medical Center’s
Cancer ICU — from left, registered nurse Presly Lowry, housekeeper Cynthia Gonzalez and nurse manager Don Horn.
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Lung cancer survivor
urges early screening 
Special to Mississippi Clarion Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK
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der to stop the company from providing
services.

“Freedom took advantage of vulner-
able consumers who turned to the com-
pany for help getting out of debt,” as-
serted bureau Director Richard Cordray.
“Freedom deceived consumers about its
clout with creditors that it knows do not
negotiate with debt-settlement compa-
nies, made some customers negotiate
on their own, and misled consumers
about its fees and their accounts. To-
day’s lawsuit seeks to stop the decep-
tion and get compensation for consum-
ers Freedom cheated.”

Debt-settlement companies are
those that promise to reduce or remove

The Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau has sued the nation’s largest
provider of debt-settlement services,
alleging that Freedom Debt Relief de-
ceived and misled consumers about its
services and fees.

The agency announced the lawsuit
Wednesday in a news release, seeking
compensation for consumers harmed
by the alleged practices, as well as un-
specified civil penalties and a court or-

consumers’ debt and negotiate more fa-
vorable terms for clients, usually in ex-
change for a set fee. Often desperate for
help, debtors contact a debt-settlement
company to help reduce their payments,
stop collections and lower their interest
rates. In many cases, debt-settlement
companies work by getting creditors to
charge off portions of a consumer’s
debt.

But in the charges, the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau accused the
San Mateo, California, company and its
principals for failing to “settle debts as
promised,” making consumers “negoti-
ate their own settlements,” misleading
them about its fees and capabilities and

failing to inform them of their rights.
The bureau noted that, once a settle-
ment is reached, the company charges
consumers “between 18 percent and 25
percent of the amount of debt the con-
sumer owed on the day they signed up
for the program.”

On its website, Freedom Debt relief
says it “takes a human approach to debt
relief” and claims to have successfully
negotiated and settled more than $7 bil-
lion in debts for more than 300,000 con-
sumers. But the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau’s lawsuit says its
practices deceive debt-burdened cus-

Feds sue nation’s largest debt-relief provider
Consumer Watch
Bill Moak

Columnist
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