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We discovered an additional 2,000
U.S. water systems with elevated
lead levels like Flint, Michigan. States
and local communities are now
implementing stricter guidelines.*

Earlier this year,
Ticketmaster rolled out a
new program called “Ver-
ified Fan,” which allows
you to pre-register, then
you get first dibs (or at
least get nearer the front
of the line) when tickets
go on sale. Participants
will get a text message
with a verification code
just before your event
starts. For popular
events, you’ll still have to
compete with other fans
to score tickets, but at

least your competition
will be human.

Some artists, con-
cerned about the trend
and its effects on their
fans, have taken action
on their own. Earlier this
year, country singer Eric
Church canceled about
25,000 tickets that had
been identified as being
purchased by bots, and
re-released them for sale
to fans who could buy
them through more se-
cure websites. And rock
icon Bruce Springsteen
recently announced he
would hold a special
concert, with tickets
reserved for Ticketmas-
ter Verified Fans.

The Federal Trade
Commission has these
tips to reduce the risk of
competing with a bot:

» Get in on a pre-sale.
Joining an artist’s fan
club, or following them
on social media, can keep
you aware of events.

» Look for tips on the
ticket seller’s site.
“Ticketmaster warns that
using multiple browser
windows or refreshing
your screen at lightning
speed could get you
flagged as a bot so you
can’t buy tickets,” notes
the FTC’s Amy Hebert.
“But using multiple de-
vices or refreshing every
two to three seconds is
usually fine and might
help you get tickets.”

» Set up an account
and get familiar with a
ticket seller’s site ahead
of time. That way your
information is already
loaded and ready to go as
soon as tickets go on sale,
and you know what to
expect in the process.

» Check back. Shows
might be added, or more
tickets might be made
available after the initial
release.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.
com.
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ate emblem that critics
see as racist.

Georgia had a large
Confederate battle em-
blem on its flag from 1956
to 2001. A flag used from
2001 to 2003 still had a
small version of the em-
blem, and a new flag
adopted in 2003 eliminat-
ed the emblem altogether.
Legislators in Georgia
made the decisions to
change the flag.

The Mississippi flag
became a topic of public
debate in 2000 when the
state Supreme Court
found that sections of law
dealing with the flag had
expired during an update
of the state code in 1906.
That meant the design
with the Confederate em-
blem had been used by

tradition but not by law. A
commission held public
hearings around the state
in 2000, and some of those
degenerated into shout-
ing matches between sup-
porters and opponents of
the Confederate emblem.

Legislators could have
set a flag design, but
chose to put the question
to a statewide vote in
April 2001. The ballot had
two options: The 1894 flag
or one that would have re-
placed the Confederate
battle emblem with a solid
blue square topped with
circles of stars to repre-
sent Mississippi as the
20th state. By a 2-to-1 mar-
gin, people voting that day
chose to keep the old de-
sign.

The Mississippi flag
and the public display of
other Confederate sym-
bols came under scrutiny
after the 2015 mass killing
of black worshipers in
Charleston, South Caroli-

na. White nationalists car-
ried the rebel flag this
month at a gathering in
Charlottesville, Va.

Bryant and Lt. Gov.
Tate Reeves are using the
same argument that flag
supporters use: If the
question is to be reconsid-
ered, it should go to anoth-
er statewide election.

When legislators put
the flag on the ballot more
than 16 years ago, they re-
moved themselves from a
divisive vote guaranteed
to anger some portion of
the population.

With current legisla-
tors out of session until
January, questions re-
main: Will they debate the
flag themselves? Will
they put it to another
statewide election? Or
will they do as they’ve
done the past several
years — ignore the vola-
tile question in the inter-
est of their own political
self-preservation?
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ed cuts may present some challenges for
funding.

“This could result in a small 2.5 per-
cent to 3 percent millage increase,
which would equate to approximately
$30 more taxes/year on a home valued at
$100,000 or .08 cent per day.”

State tax collections fell $169.4 mil-
lion short of the projections used to set
last year’s budget, Department of Reve-
nue figures show.

Over the last two
years, Gov. Phil Bryant
had to make four rounds
of emergency mid-year
cuts totaling $170 million.

Most departments and
agencies received bud-
get cuts for the current
state fiscal year, which
began July 1.

McQuirter outlined
areas where Hinds County’s budget
could be impacted:

» Cuts in Mental Health funding will
impact county services in the communi-
ty and in the jails. 

» The county could potentially real-
ize an increase in inmate medical costs. 

» With the state providing zero appro-
priations for bridges, the county will
have to seek other sources of repair for
the 12 bridges closed or under repair.
Four of those 12 bridges have no funding
options available at present, McQuirter
said. 

» The reduction of appropriations for
roads is also a concern. Hinds County
has over $20 million in critical rural
roads. 

McQuirter said the three areas of pri-
mary focus for the upcoming budget

year are:
» Roads and bridges improve-

ments. With current and upcoming pro-
jects being considered, Hinds County is
going to need approximately $40 million
to implement and complete project in-
frastructure work on roads and bridges.

» Department of Justice consent
decree compliance. An additional $5
million is needed for capital improve-
ment for the Emergency Management
Department and requirements under a
consent decree with the Department of
Justice for the Hinds County Detention
Center in Raymond.

» Workforce development. In an ef-
fort to increase Hinds County’s appeal to
business and industry and address up-
coming employment needs within the
next five years, the county is imple-
menting the Workforce Development
Project in partnership with Hinds Com-
munity College. 

“Focusing on the three areas men-
tioned in an effort to enhance Hinds
County’s appeal, meet the needs of the
general budget and provide quality ser-
vices to all Hinds County citizens will re-
quire additional funding,” McQuirter
said. 

All other operational expenses are
expected to remain stable through the
2017/2018 budget year, he said.

McQuirter said the county has refi-
nanced some general obligation bonds to
save money. He said the county is also
implementing a comprehensive rural
fire rating reduction plan for over 85
percent of the county, which could result
in an insurance rate decrease of 25-30
percent.

Steve Gray, director of governmental
affairs for the Mississippi Association
of Supervisors, said counties across the
state, especially in rural areas, may also
be impacted by the state reducing home-
stead exemption reimbursement.

The bill passed by the Legislature and

signed by the governor provides some
$3.8 million less for homestead exemp-
tion reimbursement.

“We pushed for full funding,” Gray
said.

Gray said a lot of counties depend on
those checks. Counties don’t get sales
tax money. Sales tax revenue goes to cit-
ies.

Gray said counties received no new
state funding for infrastructure needs,
leading to no work on some local bridge
and roads projects.

Washington County Board of Super-
visors President Carl McGee said the
state budget is having a negative im-
pact, especially on infrastructure.

“We had 27 bridges that we had to
close recently,” McGee said. “We have
got four of those reopened.”

But McGee said the county doesn’t
know where it will get the money to re-
pair the remaining bridges.

For the upcoming year, Washington
County is looking to reduce its approxi-
mately $37 million budget by $1 million.

“We don’t have a choice,” McGee
said.

Lauderdale County Supervisors’
President Josh Todd said he doesn’t ex-
pect much of an impact to the county
from the state budget woes. He said the
only impact would possibly be in the lo-
cal road and bridge money. He said the
county will do some shifting in its four-
year road and bridge plans.
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McQuirter 

“We don’t have a choice.”

CARL MCGEE 
WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

PRESIDENT ON BUDGET REDUCTION PLAN 

not be the best, but we’re not losing
growth.”

In Hinds County, Terry had a
whopping 26 percent increase in
property tax growth but that was be-
cause the town annexed more than
400 parcels. The state Supreme
Court recently gave Terry the au-
thority to annex the land.

Terry’s gain is Hinds County’s
loss.Hinds County will lose about
$380,000 to $400,000 a year from Ter-
ry’s annexation, Stokes said.

Jackson values grew .6 percent,
and most of the growth was from au-
to tags.

Stokes said the 2018 assessment
could be better for Jackson with the
opening this year of the Westin hotel
in downtown and the District at East-
over project.

Growth
Continued from Page 1A

Hinds County 2017 assessed
property values

» Bolton: $4.67 million, up 4.5 percent 

» Byram: 95.6 million, up 2.8 percent 

» Clinton: $220.1 million, down 0.5
percent 

» Edwards: $4.2 million, down 1.7
percent 

» Jackson: $1.2 billion, up 1.8 percent 

» Learned: $357,423, up 0.6 percent 

» Raymond: 7.3 million, up 0.3 percent 

» Terry: $13 million, up 26 percent 

» Utica: $3.2 million, down 1.9 percent 

» Outside cities: $337.9 million, up 3.2
percent

also been body-shamed and bullied. With
Pruitt’s approval, Carter decided to hold
a rally in support of Pruitt and to raise
awareness about bullying — all types of
bullying, to include body-shaming.

Pruitt will be the guest of honor at
Stand Against Bullies, planned for Sept.
2 at Jones Park. The rally will be at the
splash pad from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Carter described the post as “very
rude and hateful” and said it brought
tears to her eyes.

“That could have been me standing
there that day at that counter,” Carter
said. “I have a pudge in my stomach. But
it was her this time. I wanted her to know

she doesn’t have to go through this alone.
“It’s a harsh reality of a heavy-set per-

son. Your flaws get pointed out more
than anyone else.”

Body-shaming recently made local
and national headlines when television
meterologist Carrie Duncan called out a
viewer who sent her a derogatory email
because of her weight. “Ugly people al-
ways have something ugly to say,” Dun-
can, of WLOX TV, wrote on her Facebook
page. 

“Please think about the person you
are saying these things about and to,”
Duncan wrote.

Duncan also has been praised for tak-
ing the high road in the Sun Herald blog,
Throwing Shade, and in the Sun Herald’s
Sound Off column.

Pruitt said she appreciates every
show of support.

Pruitt said her fiance was even angri-

er than she was over the post.
The woman who posted the picture

later made comments on Facebook that
she was exercising her freedom of
speech. She made no apologies. The
woman said someone took the picture
and sent it to her.

“The person who made the post feels
like freedom of speech gives freedom to
publicly humiliate someone,” Carter
said. “I don’t believe in that.”

“I feel like bullying starts at home. If
your parents are not necessarily nice to
you, and they’re being negative toward
you, you’re going to school and you’re go-
ing to do what you learn.”

“I can just pray for her and wish her
the best,” Carter said. If the woman has
children, “I hope they don’t go through
what (Pruitt) is going through.”

Carter said she’s had to deal with her
own daughter being bullied. She is think-

ing about starting a support group.
She and Pruitt had not met in person,

but both women said they’re looking for-
ward to it.

“I just want to give her a big hug and
tell her I’m there for her 100 percent in
anything and everything she needs,”
Carter said.

“If it’s someone to talk to at 2 o’clock
in the morning, or she’s got a flat tire at 5
o’clock in the afternoon. The only thing I
ask is that if she’s ever in a position of
seeing someone else being a bullied, that
she will take a stand and be there for
somebody like I was there for her.”

Carter said her grandmother helped
her face bullies by encouraging her.

“She always told me how beautiful I
am, that weight is only a number. That’s
not who I am. That I’m a beautiful person
inside and out, and to have confidence in
myself because I’m a beautiful girl.”
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