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Defenders of the Confederate battle
emblem on the Mississippi flag have a
ready-made argument that was handed
to them nearly a generation ago by law-
makers who didn’t want to deal with the
politically volatile issue of redesigning
the banner.

It goes like this: The people of Missis-
sippi voted to keep the flag in a statewide
election in 2001, and politicians should
not undo the will of the people. Sup-
porters say if the state flag is going to be
debated, the only legitimate way to do it
is with another statewide election.

The argument about legitimacy ig-
nores the fundamentals of how govern-
ment works.

People elect public officials to set
public policy. Subject to approval or veto
by the governor, legislators decide how
state dollars are spent and write a wide
variety of laws, including those that set
the symbols of the state.

Elected officials changed one Missis-
sippi symbol in 2014, when legislators
passed and Republican Gov. Phil Bryant
signed a bill that added “In God We
Trust” to the state seal.

The seal appears on some govern-
ment paperwork and in a few locations
like podiums the governor or other state
elected officials use at some news con-
ferences.

The flag has a wider reach as a state
symbol, both inside and outside Missis-
sippi. It is part of the image that the state
presents to the world.

Mississippi has used the same flag
since 1894, and it is the last state with a
flag that still incorporates the Confeder-
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Flag change doesn’t require ballot
Statewide election
argument falls short
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The Mississippi state flag continues to be a point of contention.

See Flag, Page 4A

E-commerce has revolutionized the
event industry.

Just a few years ago, if you wanted
tickets to a sporting event, concert or
some other popular community event,
you had few options. You could visit the
box office where the event was sched-
uled, order by mail or call in advance
and pick up your physical tickets at the
“will-call” window.

But as technology advanced, en-
trepreneurs quickly caught on to the

idea of selling tickets online. The result
was sites like Ticketmaster, which
would let you pick your seats and com-
plete the transaction online. But this
technology has also enabled a whole
new generation of ticket brokers to
flourish. Ticket scalping, of course, isn’t
anything new. Look around at any
ticketed concert or sports venue and
you’ll see people waving tickets in the
air for purchase. But technology has
also breathed new life into this old prac-
tice.

Here’s how it works: “Ticket bot”
software is designed to go into a ticket
sales site, as soon as event tickets go on
sale. The bot then snaps up large num-
bers of the most desirable seats, mak-
ing them unavailable to ordinary mor-
tals. People looking to buy tickets find
the event is sold out within seconds. A

quick Google search reveals the tickets
are available on StubHub or another
site, but this time at huge price mark-
ups, especially for the most highly
sought-after events. In 2016, the Econo-
mist reported, bots tried to buy 5 mil-
lion tickets from Ticketmaster alone.
Ticketmaster reported that bot opera-
tors snapped up about 60 percent of its
tickets.

In response, ticket-selling sites tried
installing security measures, such as
requiring users to answer a simple
math question or describing a photo.
Although frustrating for consumers,
these measures were somewhat effec-
tive until programmers started figured
out how to get around them. States be-
gan enacting their own laws against the
practice, and after hearing a rising
chorus of complaints, Congress passed

a law called the Better Online Ticket
Sales Act of 2016, better known as
BOTS. The law makes it illegal to use
software to circumvent a ticket-sales
site’s security measures. Enforcement
is difficult, though, especially since
some bots are controlled from outside
the U.S.

‘Ticket bots’ spoil efforts to get into shows 
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Ticket bot software is

designed to snap up the

most desirable seats, making

them unavailable 

to ordinary mortals.

In Mississippi, if there’s 30 percent humidity,
it makes for very dangerous wildland fire con-
ditions. 

In Montana, 30 percent humidity means it’s
hard to get things to burn. 

That’s just one difference Mississippi fire-
fighters who deployed to Montana Sunday ex-
pect to see when they get there. 

The group of 20 Type 2 Initial Attack fire-
fighters from the Mississippi Forestry Com-
mission loaded their bags on a bus early Sunday
and set off for Mobile, Alabama, to meet another
team from Florida. From there, they’ll fly to
Missoula, Montana, to bring welcome relief to
the wildland firefighting efforts there.

On Saturday the total area burning in west-
ern Montanahad reached 30,765 acres. MFC
crew boss Randy Giachelli said he and his guys

look forward to bringing in backup for the local
resources who haven’t had much of a break.

“It’s a hot season and the fires are not slowing
down, so the resources are getting tired,” he
said. “It puts a little pep in your step. You work
hard and get tired and 16 hour days and it’s long
weeks, but it’s rewarding to help a town. You’ll
get to a town and there’ll be ‘Thank you, fire-
fighters’ signs everywhere.”

Initial Attack crews serve on the front lines
of wildland firefighting. In Mississippi, that
usually means they drive bulldozers and other
heavy equipment used to cut fire lanes clear of
flammable materials. In Montana, it will be a
different kind of attack.

“We’ll go out there, our crew will have three
saws and everyone else will have hand tools, so
we’re actually putting a fire out with shovels
and rakes and not a bulldozer,” Giachelli said.
“But we’ve trained for it, we know our responsi-
bilities, so we know we’ll be fine.”

Firefighter Cade Clowers is deploying for
the first time with MFC. 

“I was real excited about gaining some expe-
rience on a different type terrain and different
fire than we have here in Mississippi, and I’m
excited about learning new skills,” he said.

The MFC team will be in Montana for rough-
ly two weeks, officials said.
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A bomber drops a load of fire retardant below the Lolo Peak fire creeping down the face of the ridge toward the Bitterroot Valley, Friday in Missoula, Mont.
Mississippi firefighters are heading to Montana to assist and expect to be there about two weeks.
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20 from Mississippi
Forestry Commission
to offer backup
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Mississippi Forestry Commission wildland
firefighters finalize details before setting out
for Montana Sunday.
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Mississippi Forestry Commission wildland
firefighters load their belongings.

Firefighters talk about going to Montana.
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