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Decision time is drawing near for
Mississippi’s Charter School Advisory
Board. While a proposed school in
Clarksdale has an impressive list of sup-
porters, those who want to open schools
in Canton and Drew may face questions.

The board decides once a year on new
applications to open the alternative form
of public schools, which are run by pri-
vate nonprofits. Board members have

been purposefully picky, approving only
four schools from 23 applications so far.
None were approved last year.

All four schools that have been autho-
rized are in Jackson, raising questions
about how much promise charters have
for a state as rural as Mississippi. This
time, though, all three finalists want to
serve areas outside Jackson.

Of those, Clarksdale Collegiate Public
Charter School has attracted the strong-
est outside support. That’s in part be-
cause the school’s proposed leader,
Amanda Johnson, was the founding prin-
cipal of a charter school in Helena-West
Helena, Arkansas, that leaders have
hoped will be a model for the Mississippi
Delta region.

Current Mississippi charter school

operator RePublic Schools, says it would
provide back-office support and the
Charter School Growth Fund has grant-
ed $250,000 to pay for startup expenses.

Supporters include Lt. Gov. Tate
Reeves and state Senate Education Com-
mittee Chairman Gray Tollison, both Re-
publicans, as well as University of Mis-
sissippi Education Dean David Rock.

After-school enrichment group SR1,
which proposes to open SR1 College Pre-
paratory and STEM Academy in Canton,
has a long track record, collecting $2.5
million in grants in the last five years. Ta-
mu Green, the group’s president and
CEO, says the group aims to improve col-
lege access and success in Mississippi,
and that community members in Canton
asked SR1 for a K-12 school.

SR1’s advantages include federally fi-
nanced AmeriCorps volunteers that it
plans to use as teaching assistants and
after-school tutors. Financial projec-
tions for the school, which plans call to
reach 975 students by 2029, appear ag-
gressive, though. SR1 projects it will col-
lect $15 million in the first five years of
operation, but only spend about $6 mil-
lion, leaving $9 million in reserve.

Green said he felt other charter
schools’ experiences showed the need
for strong reserves, and said SR1 tried to
make plans that were “as bare-boned as
possible.” It’s unclear, though, whether
the organization can operate on less than
half as much as what the local public 
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ILOXI - He doesn’t speak much
English, yet once in South Mis-
sissippi, Cuban Commodore Jose
Miguel Diaz Escrich recognized
a French name and a 300-year-
old link between Havana and Bi-

loxi.
Diaz Escrich made the 12-hour drive from

visiting his daughter in Florida to Biloxi, his
GPS set so he could hear the directions in
English and learn along the way. He arrived
at Golden Nugget Casino in Biloxi in April, at
the invitation of Bobby Carter. It was his first
visit to Biloxi and he came to invite members
of the local yacht clubs to Cuba for the cele-
bration in May of the 25th anniversary of
Club Nautico Internacional Hemingway de
Cuba (Hemingway International Yacht Club
of Cuba).

Carter, director of community develop-
ment at Golden Nugget Biloxi, has visited Cu-
ba 17 times over the last six years, most re-
cently taking along Coast doctors, casino ex-
ecutives and former Yankee pitcher Goose
Gossage.

He’s going again next week and Carter
said, “I’m taking the mayor with me.”

Biloxi Mayor Andrew “FoFo” Gilich will
make the mid-August trip along with F. Cliff
Kirkland, Biloxi’s civic innovation and devel-
opment officer, Gulfport businessmen John
“Shorty” Sneed and Frank Bordeaux, and Mi-
chael Diaz, a Biloxi surgeon who has family in
Cuba. This will be Diaz’s third trip since he
went with Carter last spring and connected
with his Cuban family, and he continues to take
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The statue of Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville, who landed in Mississippi in 1699, is displayed outside the Biloxi Visitors Center, overlooking the
Biloxi Lighthouse and Mississippi Sound in Biloxi. A similar statue of d’Iberville stands at the entrance to Havana Harbor in Cuba. 

Cuba, Coast
connection

Friends discover historic
links, forge new ones
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Bobby Carter of Biloxi, left, and Cuban Commodore
José Miguel Díaz Escrich have developed a friendship.

“It’s more than just two people. It’s two countries that haven’t been

together for over 60 years.” 

BOBBY CARTER, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AT GOLDEN NUGGET BILOXI
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This sounds pretty good, doesn’t it?
For only $1.03 plus shipping, you could
try a new product that promises “visibly
whiter teeth.”

Teeth-whitening products have
soared in popularity in recent years, and
anything that promises to deliver a
brighter smile is bound to get attention.
But many consumers who signed up for
one particular “trial” offer found them-
selves on the hook for hundreds of dol-
lars per month until they were finally
able to cancel their subscriptions.

The Federal Trade Commission last
week got a federal court to put the
brakes on a wide-ranging scheme in-
volving 78 companies, at least 87 differ-
ent websites and dozens of bank ac-
counts. The agency accuses the opera-
tors of the plans with “using deceptive
claims, hidden fine-print disclosures
and confusing terms” to lure customers
into providing billing information, and
began charging them about $100 a
month if they didn’t cancel within eight
days. In addition, they allegedly used an
“order confirmation page” to trick cus-
tomers into signing up for a second
subscription, leading some customers to
pay more than $200 a month until can-
celing.

Now, any reasonably intelligent per-

Free trial?
Canceling
difficult
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A Rankin County man was arrested
Saturday on charges related to dogfight-
ing.

Anton Jerome Clayborne, 39, is
charged with felony dogfighting, animal
cruelty and numerous local ordinance
violations after police served a search
warrant on his home. 

The search allegedly turned up 19
Staffordshire Terriers, mostly on heavy
chains attached to axles
buried in the ground, ac-
cording to a release. One
was in a wire crate with-
out water with a weight
connected to his collar.

There was also training
equipment, including
treadmills and weighted
vests and collars. Supple-
ments and medical sup-
plies common to dogfighting operations
were also allegedly found on site. 

The dogs were all taken to a location
where they will be examined and treat-
ed.

Clayborne will face a court appear-
ance today.

Dogfighting
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Dogfighting equipment was found in Anton
Jerome Clayborne’s home, authorities say.

Clayborne 


