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Be safe
when
watching
the eclipse

SPECIAL TO THE CLARION-LEDGER
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oking to end global crisis
two wells were built. The organization’s
goal for 2017 is to have a total of 10 wells
built.
“We are working to see the end of our
global water crisis in our lifetime, constantly growing the Grace Water team
in order to bring water and hope to the
783 million people in need,” GraceWater’s website reads.
“We’re the workforce/funding bringing water to the community,” said Nick
King, president of Gracewater.
About 2.1 billion people lack access to
safe, readily available water at home
and 4.5 billion lack safely managed sanitation, according to a recent report by
the World Health Organization and United Nations Children’s Fund.
Water is vital for all forms of life.
“There are three things that every
human needs: food, water and shelter,”
See Water, Page 7A
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oo City today. For more information about the
tribution, visit www.gracewater.net or
gracewaterorg.
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Around midday on Aug. 21, much of
the nation will be looking to the skies as
a total solar eclipse will be visible
across a wide swath of the country. It’s
a big deal because solar eclipses rarely
cross the U.S. where they can be seen
by the masses. Marketers have jumped
onto the eclipse bandwagon with total
abandon, selling everything from signs
and banners to special glasses guaranteed to enhance your viewing experience.
But, sun-gazers, be warned: Some
products may not provide enough protection for your eyes when looking
directly at the eclipse.
In case you missed that day in science class, a solar eclipse occurs when
the moon comes between the sun and
earth, causing near-total darkness in a
narrow “path of totality” and a dimming elsewhere, depending on your
location. Here in central Mississippi,
we will see a partial eclipse that day
(weather permitting), and if you want
to see the maximum effect, the closest
viewing spots will be just to our north
in middle and eastern Tennessee. But
while we won’t witness “totality” here,
it will still be spectacular, with the
moon chomping nearly 90 percent of
the sun for a few minutes. (For an animation of what we can expect to see,
visit http://bit.ly/2flwWUW.)
Of course, your mom probably told
you never to look directly into the sun,
and it’s good advice as doing so can
cause severe injury to your eyes. But
many people think it’s OK to do so during an eclipse, as the sun is darkened.
Actually, many people have suffered
permanent eye damage as a result of
trying to look at the partially darkened
sun during an eclipse, or using ordinary
sunglasses, telescopes or binoculars.
NASA, medical associations and
others have warned that we need to be
extra-careful when choosing how we’re
going to look at the eclipse. “The only
safe way to look directly at the uneclipsed or partially eclipsed sun is
through special-purpose solar filters,
such as “eclipse glasses” or hand-held
solar viewers,” notes NASA in a post on
its website. “Homemade filters or ordinary sunglasses, even very dark ones,
are not safe for looking at the sun; they
transmit thousands of times too much
sunlight.”
Here are a few of NASA’s other tips
See Moak, Page 7A
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