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Voters residing within the boundaries
of the Hinds County School District will
consider Tuesday whether to approve a
$59.9 million school bond that carries the
hallmarks of a school improvement ref-
erendum without an accompanying tax
hike.

The referendum requires 60 percent
voter approval to pass.

Voters last approved a school bond

measure in 2003. And the four general
obligation bonds since issued by the dis-
trict are set to mature or be paid in full by
April 1, 2019.

That bond issue included new middle
schools in Byram, Bolton-Edwards and
Utica. This one calls for facilities re-
pairs, technology upgrades and new
classrooms.

John Neal, associate director of com-
munity relations, said now that all pro-
jects proposed for the 2003 issue have
been completed the district is honing in
on its 1-to-1 Technology Initiative. The
goal of the program is to boost students’
access to digital learning by having one
device per student in certain grades.

School officials have also proposed
having smart boards in each of the 6,000-
student district’s classrooms.

The proposed list of 55 projects in-
cludes improvements at each of the dis-
trict's nine schools.

Athletics are also included in the ref-
erendum. Byram Middle School would
receive a new ball field and field house
that would cancel the need for its foot-
ball team to play games at Terry High

School. New classrooms would also be
added to the school site.

New ball fields and field houses have
also been proposed for Utica and Bolton
Middle School.

Neal explained that, although the dis-
trict does not need to levy additional
millage to issue a new general obligation
bond, state law requires voter approval
to move forward in the process.

Roughly 65 mills are levied in proper-
ty taxes for residents living within Hinds
County School District lines.

One mill is equal to 1/1,000 of a dollar.
With a millage rate of 65.07, a home as-

No tax hike in school bond
Hinds Co. school district
still needs voter approval
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In Sub-Saharan Africa, 319 million
people are without access to reliable
drinking water sources, according to a
World Health Organization report.

GraceWater, a nonprofit organization
located in Yazoo City, is working to end
this global water crisis, one community
at a time. 

“The need for clean water is para-
mount. It is one of the major causes of so
many types of sicknesses, and it is fix-
able. It is a solvable problem,” said Dan-
iel Cole, GraceWater board member.

GraceWater partners with pastors,
missionaries, orphanages, schools and
organizations in communities to install
wells providing the people with clean
water.

GraceWater began in 2016, with its
first trip to Harare, Zimbabwe, where

two wells were built. The organization’s
goal for 2017 is to have a total of 10 wells
built.

“We are working to see the end of our
global water crisis in our lifetime, con-
stantly growing the Grace Water team
in order to bring water and hope to the
783 million people in need,” GraceWa-
ter’s website reads.

“We’re the workforce/funding bring-
ing water to the community,” said Nick
King, president of Gracewater.

About 2.1 billion people lack access to
safe, readily available water at home
and 4.5 billion lack safely managed san-
itation, according to a recent report by
the World Health Organization and Unit-
ed Nations Children’s Fund.

Water is vital for all forms of life.
“There are three things that every

human needs: food, water and shelter,” 
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Members of a GraceWater team, Roger Jones, Daniel Cole and Virgil King, pump water out of a hand pump well. 

The gift of
clean water
Yazoo City nonprofit looking to end global crisis
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Fundraiser
GraceWater will host a fundraising gala in Yazoo City today. For more information about the

gala or GraceWater or to make a contribution, visit www.gracewater.net or
facebook.com/gracewaterorg.

See Water, Page 7A

Around midday on Aug. 21, much of
the nation will be looking to the skies as
a total solar eclipse will be visible
across a wide swath of the country. It’s
a big deal because solar eclipses rarely
cross the U.S. where they can be seen
by the masses. Marketers have jumped
onto the eclipse bandwagon with total
abandon, selling everything from signs
and banners to special glasses guaran-
teed to enhance your viewing experi-
ence.

But, sun-gazers, be warned: Some
products may not provide enough pro-
tection for your eyes when looking
directly at the eclipse.

In case you missed that day in sci-
ence class, a solar eclipse occurs when
the moon comes between the sun and
earth, causing near-total darkness in a
narrow “path of totality” and a dim-
ming elsewhere, depending on your
location. Here in central Mississippi,
we will see a partial eclipse that day
(weather permitting), and if you want
to see the maximum effect, the closest
viewing spots will be just to our north
in middle and eastern Tennessee. But
while we won’t witness “totality” here,
it will still be spectacular, with the
moon chomping nearly 90 percent of
the sun for a few minutes. (For an ani-
mation of what we can expect to see,
visit http://bit.ly/2flwWUW.)

Of course, your mom probably told
you never to look directly into the sun,
and it’s good advice as doing so can
cause severe injury to your eyes. But
many people think it’s OK to do so dur-
ing an eclipse, as the sun is darkened.
Actually, many people have suffered
permanent eye damage as a result of
trying to look at the partially darkened
sun during an eclipse, or using ordinary
sunglasses, telescopes or binoculars.

NASA, medical associations and
others have warned that we need to be
extra-careful when choosing how we’re
going to look at the eclipse. “The only
safe way to look directly at the un-
eclipsed or partially eclipsed sun is
through special-purpose solar filters,
such as “eclipse glasses” or hand-held
solar viewers,” notes NASA in a post on
its website. “Homemade filters or ordi-
nary sunglasses, even very dark ones,
are not safe for looking at the sun; they
transmit thousands of times too much
sunlight.”

Here are a few of NASA’s other tips 
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