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*If you’re 55 or older, or are active military or veteran with valid ID, take an extra
20% off storewide, or 15% off in our home and shoe departments, with your Belk
Rewards Card or any other form of payment, on your sale purchase. Coupon
can only be used once and must be presented to your sales associate at
the time of purchase. Excludes Red Dot, Clearance, Earlybirds, Night Owls,
Doorbusters, Bonus Buys, Super Buys, Everyday Values, Adidas, All-Clad,
Angelica, Antelope, Armani Exchange watches, Assets, baby gear, better &
designer intimates, Birkenstock, Breville, Brighton, Brooks Brothers, Buffalo,
Casio, COH Man, Clarisonic, Coach, Columbia, cosmetics/fragrances, Dansko,
Denim & Supply Ralph Lauren, designer handbags, designer sunglasses, Diane
Von Furstenberg, Diesel watches, Dockers pants & shoes, Dooney & Bourke,
Dr. Martens, Eileen Fisher, Eileen Fisher Systems, Emporio Armani watches,
fine jewelry watches and service plans, Fitbit, Fossil & Fossil Q watches, Free
People, Furla, Herend, Hobo, Hugo Boss, Hunter Boots, Jack Rogers, Johnston
& Murphy, Kate Spade accessories, outerwear, shoes & sleepwear, Keen, Kensie
Girl, kitchen/novelty electrics/coffee, Kors Studio, Lacoste, ladies better swim,
ladies designer & contemporary sportswear & dresses, ladies, kids & men’s
designer shoes, ladies designer accessories, Le Creuset, Levi’s, Lilly Pulitzer,
Lucky apparel, lucy, Marc by Marc Jacobs watches, Melissa & Doug, Merrell,
Michael Kors, Minnetonka Moccasin, Miss Me, Mud Pie, Nautica, Nike, Orthaheel/
Vionic, OTBT, Polo Sport, Puma, Ralph Lauren/Polo, Sail to Sable, Seven for All
Mankind, S’ip by S’well, Skagen, Southern Proper, Southern Tide, Spanx, Spartina
449, Sperry Gold Cup, Stuart Weitzman, Swarovski, Tommy Bahama apparel,
Tommy Hilfiger apparel, TOMS, Trina Turk apparel, Tumi, Ugg, Under Armour,
Vera Bradley, Versus watches, Victorinox, Vietri, Vineyard Vines, Vintage 1946,
Vitamix, Wusthof, non-merchandise depts., leased depts., salon services and Belk
gift cards. Also excluded online: Brahmin, Frye, Juliska, Sam Edelman, shoes by
Born and Pikolinos, and watches by Adidas, DKNY, Garmin and Guess. Not valid
on prior purchases, special orders or trunk shows. Cannot be redeemed for cash,
credit or refund, used in combination with any other discount or coupon offer.
Valid Tuesday, August 29, 2017. All Belk Rewards Card purchases are subject
to credit approval.
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the Dixie Belle Café.
“I try to have some-

thing for everybody on
my menu,” Grimes said.
“There are some high-end
things, but there’s also a
sandwich that’s fried bolo-
gna and cheese. There are
vegan and vegetarian op-
tions. I don’t want anyone
to walk in here and look at
my menu and say, ‘there’s
nothing here for me.’”

The chef also uses the
names of Water Valley lo-
cals on her menu, another
way in which The BTC
forges a connection with
its hometown.

“They get really excit-
ed about it,” Grimes is
quick to note.

And don’t underesti-
mate the discriminating
tastes of Water Valley’s
citizens.

“There are a lot of foo-
dies here,” Grimes said. “I
hate it when people think
that they don’t have a con-
cept of what good food is.
I’ll tell you they absolutely
do. And they will let you
know if it isn’t good.
They’ll come back in my
kitchen and say, ‘I didn’t
like it.’”

Van Beuren says of her
partnership with Grimes
that “(they’re) very dif-
ferent, but also very much
alike.”

“I think we both want
the best for The BTC and
for the community,” Van
Beuren said. “We operate
off that platform and have
respect for each other’s
areas of expertise. 99 per-
cent of the time, I’d say we
work really well together.
The other one percent is
little things and we get
through it.”

“There are times
where we’ll disagree, but
we have a policy that if we
have an issue, we don’t
stew about it,” Grimes
added. “We’ll talk it out
and find a middle ground
that works for both of us
and we move on. We both
believe that that’s not
good for the business. It’s
more than just a business
for us. Alexe is so passion-
ate about what she does on
her side.”

The success of The
BTC also benefits the oth-
er businesses in town. Sat-
urday is the store’s busi-
est day, with lines stretch-
ing out the door. While at
work, the co-owners no-
tice people patronizing
the other establishments
on the block.

“We have a killer brew-
ery here that has an ar-
cade in it,” Grimes said.
“We have an art gallery,
we have a drugstore (Tur-
nage Drugstore) that still
has a soda fountain. If
you’re looking to get out of
the rat race, Water Valley
is a great time. What’s
good for one business, is
good for all of us. We be-

lieve that it’s not one per-
son or one business that
makes Water Valley or
even just the businesses
on Main Street.”

The BTC received na-
tional press after a 2012
New York Times article
profiled van Beuren and
other women renovating
homes in Water Valley.
She soon received a pro-
posal to write a cookbook,
an offer that she and
Grimes couldn’t pass up.

The book was pub-
lished in 2014.

“We were very proud
of that cookbook because
it’s a love story to Missis-
sippi,” Grimes said. “And,
more importantly, it’s a
love story to Water Valley.
For me, it’s a love story
about my grandmother.
They’re my recipes, but
all those words are Alex-
e’s. The way we collabo-
rated on that was not typ-
ical of how anyone else
does it, but that’s also
mine and Alexe’s relation-
ship, quite frankly.”

After seven years in
business, both van Beuren
and Grimes plan to make
The BTC a lifelong pur-
suit.

“I think we’d both like
to see The BTC live on af-
ter we’re gone,” Grimes
said. “For me as a chef,
I’m 46 years old. I really
want this to be the place
that I retire from. I’m not
planning on going any-
where anytime soon.”

“If you asked us four
years ago if we would look
exactly the way we do
now, I don’t think we
would have known,” van
Beuren said. “We just
keep evolving.”

BRUCE NEWMAN/OXFORD EAGLE VIA AP

The BTC Old-Fashioned Grocery in Water Valley is housed in a wide brick building with high
ceilings, an ideal space for a grocery store and cafe.

Grocery
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can be a victim of credit
or make it work for you.
While many young
adults appear to be
avoiding credit cards
(perhaps after seeing
the previous generation
struggle with them),
many financial experts
say that using credit
responsibly is a learned
habit, and it’s best to
learn it while you’re
young.

My own experience
with credit started at a
tire shop in McComb.
When I got my first
paycheck from a part-
time job, one of the first
things I did was to go to
the tire shop and get
new tires for my old car.
The tires cost more than
my meager paycheck,
and the owner of the
shop suggested I buy
the tires on credit at
zero interest. Despite
my lack of credit histo-
ry, he extended the
credit because he knew
my family. I was a little
reluctant at first, but it
didn’t take me long to
pay off those tires, and I
showed up like clock-
work to make the pay-
ments. I still remember
the feeling of accom-
plishment I had when I
plunked down the final
payment.

Establishing credit is
different today. The

complicated credit-
scoring system looks at
whether credit has been
offered and used and
whether you’ve met
your obligations. The
resulting credit score
isn’t sympathetic to
your life events, nor
does it care about how
great a person you are,
or consider your feel-
ings. It boils everybody
down to a number.

But, it is possible to
make the system work
for you. The “Cashlo-
rette” (Sarah Berger)
wrote recently on her
blog about how to estab-
lish a good credit histo-
ry for millennials. Berg-
er notes that it’s crucial
to show you can use
credit in the first place.

» First, she advises,
establish a habit of
paying your balances
in full, every time. This
will show future credi-
tors that you are serious
about your responsibil-
ities. “Link a small,
fixed expense to your
credit card; one you
know you can pay off
every time, like your
Netflix subscription,”
Berger advises. “This is
a simple way to slowly
build credit, without
having to stress over
accidentally overspend-
ing.” 

» Pay attention to
your utilization ratio.
While this sounds com-
plicated, it’s really not;
it’s just the percentage
of available credit
you’re actually using.

Keeping this number
around 30 percent gets
you the best score. For
example, if you have a
credit line of $1,000,
keeping your credit
balances below $300 is
considered acceptable
utilization of credit. (Be
sure to include all your
credit cards in this
equation, not just one.) 

» Apply for the right
card. There’s a plethora
of cards out there, of-
fering all kinds of “re-
wards” and “incen-
tives”. But keep in mind
these things are there to
encourage you to use
the card, so choose wise-
ly. 

» Avoid store credit
cards. While it’s tempt-
ing — and a little bit of a
status symbol — to pull
out a credit card from
your favorite clothing
store, such cards often
have the highest in-
terest rates in the indus-
try. 

» Don’t look at your
available credit as a
license to spend. For
most purchases, use
cash or a debit card. If
you want to make a
purchase, delaying the
instant gratification and
saving up for it puts the
power in your hands,
and you’re far more
likely to appreciate it as
well.

Check out Berger’s
full blog post here:
http://bit.ly/2w3nZ7h.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer
@gmail.com.
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that are structurally deficient.
Hooker says the bridges are old

enough that he recommends replacing
the pilings rather than repairing them.

Supervisors could make decisions in
early September about which bridge
projects will be done.

Governor participating in MDA
business trip to India

JACKSON - Gov. Phil Bryant is
scheduled to lead a state business trip
to India.

A spokesman confirms that the Re-
publican is planning to take part in a
trip Sept. 11-15.

It sponsored by Mississippi Devel-
opment Authority, the state agency that
seeks to create jobs. The agency says
participants will meet with potential
buyers, agents, distributors and joint
venture partners.

Services held in NY for Marines
killed in Delta crash

NEWBURGH, N.Y. - Hundreds gath-
ered at a memorial service Sunday for
nine Marine Corps aviators who were
killed when their New York-based
transport plane crashed in Mississippi
last month.

A total of 15 Marines and a sailor
died when their C-130 transport plane
crashed on July 10.

The victims included nine crew-
members who served in a Marine
Forces Reserve transport squadron
based at Stewart Air National Guard
base in Newburgh in New York.

The memorial service took place
inside a hangar Sunday on at the New-
burgh air base.

Officer loses appeal of suspension
over social media posts

COLUMBUS - A northeast Mississip-
pi police officer’s appeal of his suspen-
sion over Facebook posts has been de-
nied.

Local media report that the Colum-
bus Civil Service Commission on
Thursday unanimously upheld the 28-
day unpaid suspension of Officer Jared
Booth.

The City Council suspended Booth
after the city attorney learned about
three posts Booth made that included
sexually suggestive content and a ra-
cial slur.

The posts surfaced in a wrongful
termination lawsuit against the city by
a former officer fired after he shot and
killed a man in 2015.

Booth argued his suspension was
excessive and would hurt his chances
of promotion. Booth also said he was
being treated unfairly because a for-
mer city council member also used
racial slurs in social media postings.

The officer has returned to work
following his suspension’s end.

Washington Co. can’t afford to
repair most of its unsafe bridges

GREENVILLE - One county in Mis-
sissippi has 29 unsafe bridges and can-
not afford to fix most of them.

The Delta Democrat-Times reports
that Washington County has enough
money to repair two of the bridges.
County engineer Mark Hooker told
supervisors that the state will pay to
repair four.

That leaves 23 bridges in the county

2 in George Co. accused of
tattooing without a license

LUCEDALE - Two people have been
arrested for tattooing without a license
in Mississippi’s George County.

The sheriff’s office says 35-year-old
Brian Tempel and 23-year-old Marie
Kirkland also face charges of violating
the state’s health department rules and
regulations. They were released
Wednesday on bond and were ordered
to appear later in George County Jus-
tice Court.

WLOX-TV reports multiple people
filed complaints about a home in the
county that was being used to provide
illegal tattoos to both adults and mi-
nors. After obtaining a warrant to
search the residence, investigators also
found stolen property and illegal drugs.

Authorities warn that receiving
tattoos from an unlicensed artist, in
unsanitary conditions, puts people at
risk for hepatitis, HIV, and other blood-
borne diseases.

Stay or go? Tree at center of
dispute in Gulfport

GULFPORT - A 200-year-old live oak
tree is at the center of a dispute be-
tween a daycare owner, the city of
Gulfport and residents over whether
the tree should stay or go.

Kid Academy owner Matt Dickens
tells WLOX-TV he wants to expand his
business and was willing to include the
tree in his plans. But he says that’s
changed because the tree — according
to two arborists — is dying.

So far, city officials have twice de-
nied his request to remove the tree.

An appeal will likely be heard by the
Gulfport City Council at its meeting
Sept. 5. If Dickens is denied again, he
said he’s willing to head to court.

Forrest Co. to test election
machines before special election 

The Forrest County Election Com-
mission will be conducting Pre-Election
Testing-Software Logic and Accuracy
on TSX Machines for the Sept. 12 spe-
cial election for the Mississippi House
District 102 seat.

Testing will be Tuesday at the Elec-
tion Warehouse, 224 E. Fifth St., Hat-
tiesburg. It will begin at about 10 a.m. 

The public is invited to attend. 

Lamar Co. backpack program
seeks donations for students

Lamar County School District’s
backpack program, which sends food
home on the weekends with hungry
students, needs donations.

District officials say the program
served nearly 150 students during the
2016-17 school year, but more students
need the service. 

Costs are $128 per student for a
weekend backpack filled with items
such as cereal, applesauce, fruit cups,
juice boxes, ravioli, spaghetti and milk.
The items are prepared by the Mis-
sissippi Food Network in Jackson be-
fore arriving at the district.

To donate funds, send checks to the
Lamar County Educational Foundation
at P.O. Box 18590, Hattiesburg,MS,
39404-8590 or contact Latressa Young
at the district office, 601-794-1030.

— Staff, wire reports

Mississippi Briefs


