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The Mississippi Supreme Court has
overturned convictions of a man be-
cause prosecutors can’t prove they ever
filed criminal charging papers against
him.

In a unanimous opinion handed down
Thursday, justices found that William
Ashwell could not be convicted of bur-
glary and escape even though he agreed

to waive indictment and plead guilty in
2006.

That’s because prosecutors never
filed criminal charges against Ashwell.
The court record showed no proof of a
charge, although a prosecutor said it nor-
mally would have been filed. 

Lawrence County Circuit Judge Pren-
tiss Harrell found in the case that the
document must have existed because it
was referenced in Ashwell’s plea hear-
ing and in a prosecutor’s sworn state-
ment. The Court of Appeals had previ-
ously upheld that ruling.

Writing for the court, Presiding Jus-
tice Jess Dickinson reiterated a rule that
even a guilty plea to the two felonies
couldn’t overcome a failure to charge a

criminal offense.
Justice Jim Kitchens blamed the fail-

ure in part on a cattle-call hearing where
Harrell accepted Ashwell’s guilty plea
along with pleas from 11 other defen-
dants accused of separate crimes.

He and other judges wrote that prose-
cutors must tell a judge what specific
facts exist to support each conviction.

Associate Justice Robert Chamberlin
wrote that if there had been some other
factual evidence of Ashwell’s crimes in
the record, the state might have been
able to overcome the failure to file
charge documents. 

Chamberlin said evidence suggests
the charging document may have exist-
ed, but says no recorded evidence estab-

lishing a crime occurred makes it neces-
sary to toss the conviction.
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WATER VALLEY - In just over sev-
en years, The BTC Old-Fashioned
Grocery store already seems like it
has been in Water Valley for genera-
tions.

From the beginning, the establish-
ment set out to build a strong bond
with the community, but they’ve been
recognized nationally, too.

The story began in May 2010, when
BTC founder Alexe van Beuren decid-
ed to open up the grocery in a building
that has been on Water Valley’s Main
Street since at least 1871.

Van Beuren, a Virginia native, says
the idea came to her after she realized
that she didn’t have a place where
“(she) wanted to buy food.”

“Although the Piggly Wiggly is an
amazing grocery store in many ways,
it wasn’t really everything that I want-
ed to have in my town where I loved
living,” she added.

The BTC is housed in a wide brick
building with high ceilings, an ideal
space for a grocery store and cafe. Ka-
gan Coughlin, van Beuren’s husband,
renovated the structure and owns the
building.

The grocery section of The BTC
carries everything from fresh baked
goods to local, seasonal produce to
fine pastas and grass-fed beef. Anoth-
er part of the building is sectioned off
for a small antique store and a third
space is dedicated to a small café.

“BTC” originates from the first
three words of a quote attributed to
Mahatma Gandhi “Be the change you
want to see in the world.”

Van Beuren and her co-owner, Dix-
ie Grimes, don’t take the motto lightly.

“That’s still very much a part of
who we are in this business,” Grimes,
who runs the Dixie Belle Café inside

the BTC, said. “We try to give back
more than we take; from the commu-
nity, to the town, to the city.”

Grimes first walked into The BTC
in 2011 and has been integral to the
store ever since.

Originally from Oxford, Grimes
was the executive chef at the Down-
town Grill, the spot now occupied by
Bouré, for 13 years. She had briefly
lived in Houston, Texas, until she
eventually found her way back home
to north Mississippi.

“It just so happens that I had some
friends here who let me stay with
them,” Grimes recalled. “They said,
‘our friend Alexe just opened this gro-
cery store and I think she’s trying to
do breakfast, she may need some

help.’ It was a Saturday and I walked
down here and introduced myself to
her. She basically said do you know
how to use a meat slicer and I said,
‘yes, ma’am.’ She asked, ‘can you start
right now?’”

Grimes was invited by van Beuren
to come back and that’s when the
pair’s fruitful partnership and friend-
ship began. Grimes became an official
co-owner in 2015, the same time that
The BTC underwent renovations to in-
clude the café.

Though Grimes’ training is in fine
dining, she refers to herself as “a Mis-
sissippi girl at heart.” And it is more
than evident in the food she serves at 
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Shwanda Samuel stocks food at BTC Old-Fashioned Grocery in Water Valley.
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Charles Sharp, from left, Tony Chandler and Snooky Williams visit at BTC Old-Fashioned
Grocery in Water Valley.
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“We try to give back more than we take; from the

community, to the town, to the city.”

DIXIE GRIMES
BTC OLD-FASHIONED GROCERY CO-OWNER

Two Columbus high school softball
players were involved in a fatal car acci-
dent Sunday morning. 

Taylor Lee Harris, 16, was driving
eastbound on U.S. 82 in Columbus when
her 2008 Honda Accord left the highway
on the left side and hit a dirt embank-
ment. The car then went airborne and
collided with a guardrail, according to
Sgt. Criss Turnipseed with the Mississip-
pi Highway Patrol. 

Harris, who was wearing her seat
belt, died on the scene, Lowndes County
Coroner Greg Merchant said. The acci-
dent happened around 3:45 a.m.

The front seat passenger and fellow
softball player, Keayra Hughes, 16, was
airlifted from the scene to North Missis-
sippi Medical Center in Tupelo with seri-
ous injuries.

Hughes was also wearing her seat
belt.

Merchant said he did not see any signs
on the scene that alcohol was a factor but
said speed could have been.

Harris’ father, Tommy Harris, died in
a car accident last year in Noxubee
County, just before Labor Day, Merchant
said. 

The accident remains under investi-
gation by MHP. 
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Credit card debt among Americans
is sky-high right now. Back in May, the
Federal Reserve noted that we’d
reached a dubious milestone: Amer-
icans’ credit card debt had reached the
$1 trillion mark, the highest since 2008.
The average household carries a little
more than $16,000 in credit-card debt;
some lower and some much, much
higher.

Debt can be crippling. Many fam-
ilies, for whom the cost of living has
risen out of proportion to their income
over the past several years, find them-
selves living paycheck-to-paycheck,
with little in the bank and often having
more “month than money.” Credit cards
often provide a deceptively convenient
way to take care of the immediate prob-
lem, while passing the bill to the un-
certain future. But as balances rise, so
do finance charges. It’s a little like
digging a deep hole around yourself,
and finding the sides getting higher as
you try to climb out.

Of course, if you could pay for ev-
erything with the cash you have, you
wouldn’t need credit. While that ap-
proach works great for those of us who
can make that happen, many Amer-
icans don’t have the knowledge, cir-
cumstances or discipline required.

So, what are the options? Other than
carrying out a cash-only existence, you 
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