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Hiwanee Water Associa-
tion #2 in Waynesboro and
Lake Jackson Water
Association in Chatham —
tested for TTHMs at an
average rate of 133 parts
per billion and 127 ppb, re-
spectively.

The federal legal limit
for TTHMs, at which
point a utility would re-
ceive a violation and be
required to correct the is-
sue, is 80 ppb.

David Koehn, manager
at Lake Jackson, said his
utility has completely al-
tered its treatment meth-
od since discovering a
high level of TTHMs in it
water. The utility serves
681 people.

“We have put in a new
treatment plant and are
dealing with it that way,”
Koehn said. “We spent
about $1.3 million.”

Lake Jackson’s most
recent violation was is-
sued in May after the util-
ity tested for TTHMs at a
rate of 142 ppb.

A woman who an-
swered the phone Thurs-
day at the Hiwanee Water
Association, which serves
879 residents, said the
utility implemented an
aeration system in March
to reduce TTHMs in the
water. The issue was a re-
sult of “nothing we did; it
was basically an act of
God,” she said.

Hiwannee also re-
ceived a violation in May
after testing for TTHM at
113 ppb.

Solving one problem,
creating another

Leiba said an inexpen-
sive water filter can re-
move many of the con-

taminants in drinking wa-
ter across the U.S. The
Brita FF-100 and the PUR
FM-2000B faucet mounts
both filter for TTHMs and
cost $25.23 and $29.99, re-
spectively.

Mississippi’s capital is
still working through cor-
rosion control issues that
led to increased levels of
lead in the water in 2016.
The state’s largest water
utility, Jackson, serves
192,547 residents in the
city and neighboring
areas.

Dichloroacetic acid,
one of the HAA5s, and
Chloroform, a TTHM, are
the chemicals in Jack-
son’s water that most ex-
ceed the national average,
though they still fall be-
low legal limits.

Dichloroacetic acid is
found in the city’s water at
an average rate of 18.7
ppb, more than three
times the national aver-
age of 6 ppb. Chloroform
is found at 27.6 ppb while
the national average sits
at 11.2 ppb.

The California health
goal for dichloroacetic
acid is .7 ppb and chloro-
form, 1 ppb. Scientists be-
lieve long-term consump-
tion of those chemicals at
those concentrations

would result in one case of
cancer out of every one
million people.

Lead-in-water issues
and the existence of chlo-
rine byproducts can be in-
fluenced by one another.

Often, Schwartz said,
“the state of the infra-
structure and even the
treatment itself exacer-
bates one problem while
trying to solve another.”

For example: a water
utility could cut back on
using chlorine to kill bac-
teria in the water by com-
bining a smaller amount
of chlorine with ammonia.
But Schwartz said that
“solution” could contrib-
ute to the water’s corro-
sivity, which leads to in-
creased amounts of lead
leaching into the water.

Though lead levels in
Jackson’s 2015 tap water
samples exceeded the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency’s Lead and Cop-
per Rule, the water utility
has not received any
drinking water violations.

Leiba said “we’re try-
ing to change that mind-
set” that the current legal
limits for contaminants in
U.S. drinking water are
gospel.

“A health limit is what
should be important.”

Water
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ments, on the basis of disability, deny a
qualified individual with a disability an
opportunity to participate in or benefit
from its taxi service program.

Airport authorities are also generally
required to assist people with disabili-
ties by providing accommodations or
modifications from policies and rules,
where reasonable and necessary for the
person to access the airport’s programs
and activities, under FAA rules.

Hintz said that on Jan. 11 an airport
curbside attendant and airport police of-
ficer prevented him and another person
from utilizing a pre-arranged accessible
taxi because the vehicle was not regis-
tered with the city of Jackson or with the
authority, as required for all taxis to re-
ceive licenses to access the airport.

Hintz said he informed airport staff
that none of the taxi service provider ve-
hicles then at the airport were accessi-
ble. Nonetheless, no deviation from the

general rules was permitted and he wait-
ed while airport staff attempted to ar-
range for a registered accessible taxi ve-
hicle. However, after waiting for over 21⁄2
hours with no arrival of an accessible
taxi, Hintz had a private vehicle pick him
up.

The FAA found the authority was in
violation of requirements to ensure reg-
istered taxi providers utilize accessible
taxicabs or provide equivalent service.

The FAA says within 30 days of its let-
ter, the authority must identify specific
corrective actions and timelines for
coming into compliance with the follow-
ing requirements:

» Require current and future taxi pro-
viders who acquire new vans or buses to
utilize accessible vehicles or provide
equivalent service.

» Develop a method for receiving,
tracking and responding to requests for
reasonable accommodation/modifica-
tion. The procedure must be sufficiently
publicized to the public. 

» Train staff, contractors and tenants
in requirements for provision.

FAA
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mated emergency braking, forward-
collision warning, blind-spot warning,
rear cross-traffic warning and lane-
departure warning. Consumer Reports
noted that drivers were most apprecia-
tive of blind-spot warnings and rear
cross-traffic warnings (although these
systems have been panned in the past;
the American Automobile Association
in 2015 cited high error rates for RCTA
systems).

In particular, for vehicle owners
who said these features had saved
them from accidents, blind-spot warn-
ings were cited for preventing 35 per-
cent of potential crashes. Even experi-
enced drivers can fail to see a car that’s
in their own vehicle’s blind spot and
sideswipe neighboring vehicles when
changing lanes. A blind-spot warning
system sounds an alarm when it senses
you’re about to change lanes into an-
other vehicle.

While many of these features sim-
ply give you a visual, auditory or even
tactile warning that a collision is immi-
nent, others actually take control of the
vehicle if the system senses a danger-
ous situation. For example, lane-keep-
ing systems use cameras to detect lane
markings and will steer your vehicle
back to its lane if you’re drifting out of

the lane. AEB will automatically apply
the brakes if it senses you’re about to
rear-end the vehicle in front of you.

Of course, with all of these technol-
ogies comes the potential for errors,
which can annoy drivers and cause
them to lose faith in the technology.
For example, owners of vehicles
equipped with forward-collision warn-
ing reported the highest number of
false alerts. About 45 percent of these
drivers reported getting at least one
false alert.

Still, Consumer Reports (and many
consumer advocates and regulatory
bodies) think these technologies are a
great idea (even with the occasional
error) and recommend more of these
technologies become standard equip-
ment in the future. “Consumer Reports
believes that FCW and AEB should be
standard equipment, even with occa-
sional false alerts,” noted the survey
authors. “The latest study from the
Insurance Institute for Highway Safe-
ty supports this: Rear-end crashes are
cut by 27 percent when a vehicle has
FCW and by 50 percent when it’s also
equipped with AEB.”

To read Consumer Reports’ full
article, which includes more results
about each of the technologies covered,
visit http://bit.ly/2twfCBc. For more on
each type of feature and videos to ex-
plain them, visit the NHTSA’s site at
http://bit.ly/2oCBSVM.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Moak
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The defendant at the center of felo-
ny charges against Hinds County Dis-
trict Attorney Robert Shuler Smith has
received 30 years in prison and a
$500,000 fine for possession of marijua-
na.

The sentence against Christopher
Butler came down Friday in Hinds
County Circuit Court Judge Jeff Weill's
courtroom. Butler had been tried as a
repeat offender because of previous
marijuana possession and motor vehi-
cle theft charges.

In 2011, Mississippi Bureau of Nar-
cotics agents raided Butler's Jackson
home and found four gallon-sized bags
of marijuana and almost $80,000.

The state attorney general, which
prosecuted Butler, accuses Smith of
conspiring to hinder Butler's prosecu-
tion. A second trial on these charges be-
gins Monday. The first trial ended with
a hung jury.

Defendant receives 
30 years, $500K fine
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Christopher Butler listens to his sentencing
from Hinds County Circuit Court Judge Jeff
Weill on Friday. 

SOUTHAVEN - Lawyers for the fam-
ily of a Mississippi man fatally shot by
police called Friday on the Justice De-
partment to investigate, saying they be-
lieve the man’s death was an execution.

Murray Wells, the attorney for the
wife and son of Ismael Lopez, said offi-
cers involved in Lopez’s death last week-
end in the Mississippi city of Southaven
should face criminal charges.

Earlier this week, District Attorney
John Champion of northern Mississip-
pi’s DeSoto County said that two officers
were present Sunday evening when Lo-
pez was shot at his home in Southaven.
According to Champion, police said they
fired their weapons after a pit bull dog
burst out of the house as they searched
for a suspect — and after a man pointed a
gun at them through an open door.

But Wells is disputing the account giv-
en by authorities. The lawyer said he has
hired investigators and has spoken to
neighbors of Lopez, an auto mechanic
originally from Veracruz, Mexico, who
came to the U.S. seeking a better life two
decades ago and had never been in trou-
ble with authorities.

Wells has said recently that police
didn’t have a warrant for Lopez and were
at the wrong address. He also has said
Lopez was shot through a closed front
door. And Lopez, though a gun owner,
didn’t have a gun in his hand when he was
killed, according to the attorney.

“We think it was an execution,” Wells
said at a news conference Friday at his
Memphis office. “Now, when you’re fir-
ing through a door, we think it compli-
cates things. Physical evidence says
their story isn’t true.”

Local media organizations have re-
ported that a sheriff of a neighboring
county said his agency had requested
that Southaven police look for a domestic
violence suspect who was not Lopez.

Wells said a lawyer from his firm has

looked at the body with permission of the
man’s family and it appears Lopez was
shot in the back of the head. He acknowl-
edged that the determination of where
Lopez was shot was that of his firm and
doesn’t come from any coroner or doc-
tor. An autopsy report hasn’t been re-
leased and authorities said a final autop-
sy report could take up to eight weeks.

“This man died running away from
people who were trespassing on his
premises,” Wells told reporters.

The Mississippi Bureau of Investiga-
tion is investigating and will turn its find-
ings over to the district attorney, Cham-
pion, who can decide whether to pursue
charges.

Police have referred questions to the
bureau, which did not immediately re-
turn a call seeking comment. The DeSoto
County’s coroner also didn’t immediate-
ly return a call seeking comment.

Wells says police and city officials are
covering up facts in the case. He also
called for the resignation of the Southa-
ven police chief as well as the officers in-
volved in the shooting.

Wells says he will send the Justice De-
partment a letter asking federal investi-
gators to step in.

Federal investigation
requested in man’s death
ADRIAN SAINZ
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This photo of Ismael Lopez, left, and his wife
Claudia, was shown to reporters during a
news conference on Friday in Memphis, Tenn. 


