
The Clarion-Ledger - 07/29/2017 Page : A005

August 7, 2017 2:25 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page


M E T R O & S TAT E
SATURDAY, JULY 29, 2017 THE CLARION-LEDGER clarionledger.com PAGE 5A

Tour the new
School of Medicine
on the UMMC main campus.
9 a.m. until Noon
Saturday, August 5, 2017
University of Mississippi Medical Center
2500 North State Street
Jackson
Enter campus on Peachtree Street from Lakeland Drive.

©2017 UMMC. All rights reserved.

August 5
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

OPEN HOUSE

Coast authorities are searching for a man who
shot a Harrison County deputy on Friday afternoon,
the Sun Herald reported.

He is described as a white man in his 40s with
gray hair, a strong build and a mustache, between 6
feet 3 inches and 6 feet 5 inches and 250 to 300
pounds. He was wearing dark jeans and gray garden
gloves, driving a 1990s model, box-like white truck,
possibly with wires hanging off the side.

Harrison County Sheriff Troy Peterson said the
deputy, who has not been identified, was stopped on
the side of a dirt road off East Jordan Road, which
runs parallel to Mississippi 605. He was working on
paperwork in the shade when a white truck pulled up
near him at about 11:30 a.m.

The driver got out of his truck, Peterson said, and
the deputy exited his patrol car. At some point after
that, the deputy was shot in the chest and the man
drove away. The bullet did not penetrate the protec-
tive vest, Peterson said, and it left a six-inch bruise
on the upper right area of the chest.

The deputy hit is alert button on his uniform to
alert dispatch that he was down. Multiple agencies
responded to the officer down call.

“He did everything he was supposed to do,” Pe-
terson said.

The deputy was taken to USA Medical Center in
Mobile to ensure he had no internal injuries.

Harrison County blocked off part of Mississippi
605 to allow the ambulance to land and crime scene
tape was stretched across a dirt road that runs south
off East Jordan Road.

Units that were surrounding the area where the
helicopter landed left the scene after the helicopter
took off.

Gulfport Police Department is assisting in the
search, along with Biloxi Crime Scene Unit, MBI and
other agencies. Biloxi is leading the investigation.
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ROBIN FITZGERALD AND JOHN FITZHUGH
SUN HERALD

JOHN FITZHUGH/SUN HERALD

Law enforcement vehicles block off Mississippi 605 to
allow a helicopter on its way in on Friday following a
report of a Harrison County deputy shot outside of his
vehicle.

A few months ago, I wrote in this column about how
pedestrian deaths are becoming increasingly common
on our roadways, with some of the alarming increases
blamed on our being distracted by the ever-present
devices we have with us constantly. While reading
through on the findings of a study of the phenomenon,
one statement in particular caught my eye: The num-
ber of pedestrian deaths might be higher still, if not for
the installation of automated collision-avoidance sys-
tems now on many vehicles.

Our cars and trucks are steadily becoming self-

thinking robots. Today’s cars can automatically apply
the brakes if the vehicle in front of you suddenly slows
or stops; sound an alarm if you’re nodding off at the
wheel; alert you if you’re about to hit a vehicle in your
blind spot; keep you from backing into an object, ani-
mal or person behind you; enable your vehicle to paral-
lel-park itself and many others.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, of the 35,092 people who died in vehi-
cle crashes on American roads in 2015, the vast major-
ity (94 percent) were at least partially caused by hu-
man error or poor decisions.

All these technologies are paving the way toward a
future in which the vehicles will be doing much — if
not all — of the driving. Depending on your point of
view, that could be comforting or alarming. It’s an
established fact that humans are just not very good at
making decisions all the time, and we can suffer from
fatigue, distraction, poor judgment and lack of impulse

control. On the other hand, we know computerized
systems are subject to security flaws, equipment fail-
ure and poor programming.

But in labs and research facilities around the world,
engineers are working towards a more automated
future, and are watching as these features are tested
on a massive scale on today’s roads. The results, Con-
sumer Reports noted recently, can be found in saved
lives and happier drivers. Consumer Reports asked its
subscribers to report on their experiences with some
of these technologies and found most of them reported
they were not only satisfied with these systems but
also, in some cases, credited those systems with avoid-
ing crashes.

More than 57,000 vehicle owners responded to the
magazine’s request to provide information, reporting
that their vehicles included such features as auto-

Drivers say automated car systems prevented crashes
Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH
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While the number of people infected with West Nile virus con-
tinues to increase in Mississippi and elsewhere, prospects for a vac-
cine being developed won’t be on the horizon until it is “an uncontrol-
lable epidemic” in the nation, says Jackson scientist Dr. A. Arturo
Leis.

Leis is a senior scientist at the Center for Neuroscience and Neuro-
logical Recovery at Methodist Rehabilitation Center and clinical pro-
fessor of neurology at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

A longtime researcher of West Nile, Leis reported and confirmed
in 2002 with Dr. Dobrivoje Stokic a link between the virus and paraly-
sis. After talking about a vaccine for years, Leis said he stopped about
10 years ago.

“When it happens, I’ll be happy. Should it have happened already?
Yes. Would it have happened if it affected more people and was
deemed more important? Yes.”

Leis said he understands the federal government has to prioritize
what it believes is most important with its limited funds. 

West Nile has not demanded attention requiring immediate reac-
tion because 80 percent of people exposed to the virus never have any
symptoms. The immune system is doing its job in the majority of peo-
ple.

Leis said of 100 people exposed to the virus, 20 percent will develop
symptoms such asa summer flu with headaches, fever, chills, nausea,
vomiting, rash and lymph nodes swelling.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s
website, “people with milder symptoms typically recover on their
own, although some symptoms may last for several weeks.”
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Dr. A. Arturo Leis is a scientist at the Center for Neuroscience and Neurological Recovery at Methodist Rehabilitation Center and
a clinical professor of neurology at the University of Mississippi Medical Center. Leis is a longtime researcher of West Nile virus. 
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“Growing evidence is

that West Nile virus

causes an

autoimmune

proinflammatory

state.” 

DR. A. ARTURO LEIS
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