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SPECIALIZED
CARE FORKIDS,
BECAUSE EVERY
KID IS SPECIAL.
WithMississippi’s only children’s
hospital plus clinics statewide, we’re
here for every Mississippi kid.

Learn more atmississippikids.org

Children’s of Mississippi is part of
the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

©2016 UMMC

With the new state budget year under-
way, some nonprofit programs remain in
limbo about the amount, if any, of state
funding they will receive this budget
year.

State Attorney General Jim Hood said
his office didn’t receive any additional
money for his budget to continue some
public programs that lost dollars when
the Legislature swept special funds into
the general fund.

During last year’s budget process,
lawmakers decided to sweep about 16
special fund agencies or accounts into
the general fund and take the cash re-
serves to balance the state budget. Some

amendments were made this year, but
officials with some programs don’t know
if they will receive state funding.

The programs in jeopardy include:
Cyber Crime and Internet Crimes
Against Children, vulnerable persons in-
vestigation and prosecution, child sup-
port prosecution, state agency legal rep-
resentation, state prosecutor training
and education, domestic violence train-
ing, workers’ compensation fraud inves-
tigations, Alcohol and Tobacco Enforce-
ment, Medicaid fraud control federal
match support, Consumer Protection,
and Children’s Advocacy Centers of Mis-
sissippi.

“We have lost our direct and stable
source of funding for these programs,”
Hood spokeswoman Rachael Ring said.
“Our special fund monies derived from
fines and fees on certain violations,
crimes and offenses are now being di-
verted to the state general fund. The

Legislature promised to replace the
money with appropriations from the
General Fund to ensure that we can con-
tinue these vital services, but so far, this
has not happened.” 

Children’s Advocacy Center Execu-
tive Director Karla Tye was out of the of-
fice Friday and couldn’t be reached for
comment on how the nonprofit would be
affected if it didn’t receive any state
funding. The Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter is a statewide organization that
serves abused children through its net-
work of 10 child advocacy centers locat-
ed in different parts of the state.

The Mississippi Brain Injury Associa-
tion, which serves people with traumatic
brain injuries and spinal cord injuries,
also doesn’t know yet whether it will re-
ceive funding this fiscal year through
the Department of Rehabilitation Ser-
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Prior funding amounts
» Cyber Crime/Internet Crimes Against
Children: $1,100,000 

» Vulnerable Persons Investigation &
Prosecution: $606,728 

» Child Support Prosecution: $140,000 

» Domestic Violence training: $404,100 

» Prosecutor Training & Education: $725,000 

» Motorcycle Officer & Law Enforcement
Officer Training: $67,000 

» District Attorney Operations Support:
$15,000 

» Children’s Advocacy Centers of Mississippi:
$595,100

» Insurance Integrity Enforcement – Workers
Comp Investigations: $150,000

Total — $6,652,928
See Funding, Page 7A

Prior to this week, Hattiesburg resident Angelia Al-
len suffered from worsening cataracts, to the point
where faces were obscured and night driving was a
near impossibility.

But after visiting Southern Eye Center in Laurel on a
recommendation from her daughter, Allen walked out
of the clinic with a new outlook on life courtesy of the
clinic’s Gift of Sight program.

“This has just been a blessing to me,” Allen said.
“I’ve already seen an improvement, and I just came out.
I’m sure that my vision will be restored, and it’ll be
clear again.”

Allen was one of 10 patients Wednesday who took ad-
vantage of Gift of Sight, a one-day philanthropy event
that provides free cataract-removal procedures for
qualifying patients who would not be otherwise able to
afford them.

“We identify patients in this community that really
need help,” said ophthalmologist Dr. Kiper Nelson, who
performed the procedures. “They’re struggling — not
able to see good — and as a result of that, having diffi-
culty with their job or hobbies or everyday activities.

“But at the same time, they’re having trouble getting
the procedure done — either because of lack of insur-
ance or lack of finances or something like that. So we
identify those patients and bring them in, and on this
day we just provide the procedure they need.”

The event, which was created 23 years ago by South-
ern Eye Center founder Dr. Lynn McMahan, takes re-
ferrals for eligible patients twice a year from optome-
trists and local eye care providers.

The procedure, which usually lasts about 10 minutes,
begins with the patient being prepped before surgery.
Ophthalmologists then use phacoemulsification equip-
ment to remove the cataract before replacing it with a
clear lens implant.

“The whole thing is not that long or involved — it’s a
pretty efficient process,” Nelson said. “We send them
out with sunshades — we don’t put a patch on them or
any stitches or anything like they used to do.”

Patients can begin to see improvements almost im-
mediately after surgery.

“Before they walk out of the building, their eye is
starting to wake up, they’re starting to be able to tell the
vision’s coming in,” Nelson said. “It’ll take a day or two
before it gets really sharp and clear because these are
such big cataracts.

“But they don’t have to wait that long before they can
tell it’s going in the right direction. They can tell it’s do-
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Dr. Kiper Nelson, ophthalmologist and cataract specialist at Southern Eye Center, performs a cataract procedure Wednesday as
part of the Gift of Sight program at the new facility in Laurel. 

The gift of sight
Program provides free
cataract removal
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Dr. Kiper Nelson talks about Gift of Sight. clarionledger.com
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Tipping has always been a source of
controversy, and the beginning of many
a discussion among people with strong
opinions on both sides. Whether to
leave a gratuity, how much to leave and
why to leave a tip can even make or
damage reputations overnight. Stories
of extreme generosity (and accusations
of extreme stinginess) regularly make
the rounds on social media.

You may remember the social-media
firestorm of 2013, when New Orleans
Saints Quarterback Drew Brees got
takeout from a California restaurant
and left a $3 tip on the $74 order. The
internet exploded after someone posted
a picture of the receipt online. Many
used the opportunity to call Brees a
cheapskate, while others rushed to his
defense. The restaurant owner apolo-
gized for his employee’s behavior and
pointed out that it was generous of
Brees to leave a tip at all, since most
people don’t tip on takeout orders any-
way. Furthermore, to call Brees cheap
is laughable; he’s raised millions for
various causes and is regularly cited
among the NFL’s most generous play-
ers.

The incident, though, touched a
nerve and rekindled a national debate
about tipping. At the center of the con-
troversy is the need to support the
hardworking people who serve us
meals, cut our hair, carry our bags and
help us in a thousand ways. Many peo-
ple in service professions are notori-
ously underpaid. And, according to a
new study by Creditcards.com, appar-
ently some of us are bigger tippers than
others.

The survey, released this week, re-
ports that the best tipper (statistically,
anyway) is likely to be a male from the
Northeastern U.S., a Republican baby
boomer who adds his tip onto his credit
or debit card instead of paying cash. He
would leave a 20 percent tip at a restau-
rant. Conversely, the study claims that
Southerners (ouch) are the most tight-
fisted regionally when it comes to leav-
ing that tip for the server. Of course,
these claims are likely to inflame politi-
cal, regional, ethnic and gender ten-
sions, because most of us consider our-
selves to be pretty fair and hold our 
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