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Farris, Patricia “Honey”* 76 Ridgeland 1-Jul Lakewood Funeral Home
Fowler, Roy Douglas “Doug”  84 Courtland 30-Jun Wells Funeral Home
Jennings, Mary Elaine 65 Florence 2-Jun Chancellor Funeral Home Florence
Jolley, Doris Ann 75 Batesville 30-Jun Wells Funeral Home
Kendall, Era Marie Whitfi eld 95 Carrollton 1-Jul Williams and Lords Funeral Home
Oliver, Marsha Gear* 73 Mountain Brook 29-Jun Ridout’s Valley Chapel
Opshinsky, Jack 77 Madison 2-Jul Natchez Trace Funeral Home
Tolleson, Fred Don* 100 Brandon, MS 1-Jul Ott & Lee Brandon
Weaver, Iris* 73 2-Jul Milling Funeral Home
Weissinger, Roy 77 Madison 2-Jul Natchez Trace Funeral Home

TODAY’S OBITUARIES
Name Age Town, State Died Arrangements

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obits appear in print and online at www.clarionledger.com/obituaries.
An electronic guest book is available for display obituaries for 30 days and 
may be sponsored for one year or permanently to preserve condolences 
offered by friends and family. Additional photos and videos may also be 
added online. 
Obituaries are submitted by the funeral home by 4:00 p.m. each day for the 
next day’s edition. For assistance please call 601-961- 7057. 
For information on services please contact the funeral home listed.

Patricia Hope Quinton
Farris, affectionately known
as “Honey” to all who knew
her, passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, July 1,
2017 at Mississippi Baptist
Hospital at the age of 76.
She was preceded in death
by her parents, Inez and
Truman Quinton. Honey is
survived by her loving hus-
band of 22 years, Joe P.
Farris; her sons, Everett
Watkins of Key West,
Florida and Thad Watkins
(Anne Cassel l ) ; grand-
sons, Thad Jr. and Allen,
all of Hoover, Alabama.
She is also survived by her
daughter, Cindy Crochet of
Houston, Texas; grandchil-
dren, Chelsea and Parker;
daughter, Missy Nettles
(Jamey); grandchi ldren,
Kate, Joshua, Jack and
Abby of Athens, Alabama.
Patricia is also survived by
her sister, Martha Graham
of Decatur, MS and numer-
ous cousins, nieces, neph-
ews, grand nieces and
grand nephews.

Pat r ic ia grew up in
Jackson, MS, attended
Murrah High School, and
continued her studies at
Mississippi Col lege for
Women, then graduated
from Mississ ippi State
University with a degree in

English.
Honey devoted many

years of her l i fe giving
back to her community by
teaching in the Winston and
Madison County school sys-
tems where she is remem-
bered and beloved by so
many of her pupils. Honey
never hesitated to help any
student in need. She loved
spending her personal time
traveling, tending to her
plants and garden, gathering
with friends and attending
various activities of her chil-
dren and grandchildren. She
loved playing bridge, attend-
ing the Jackson Symphony,
the New Stage Theatre and
took great pride in staying
connected and involved with
her extended family across
the region. She thoroughly
enjoyed her yearly visits to
Key West, accompanied by
her husband, “The Colonel”,
both making a lasting im-
pression on the new friends
she made there.

Honey lived her life to the
fullest and when the time
came, she left us all quietly
in the night, which is exactly
what she wanted.

Visitation will be held at
Lakewood Funeral Home
on Wednesday, July 5,
2017 from 12:00 to 2:00
PM with funeral services to
follow in the funeral home
chapel. Interment will be at
Lakewood Memorial Park.

In addition to flowers, to
honor her love of animals,
memorials may be made to
The Animal Rescue Fund of
Mississippi at 395 Mayes
Street, Jackson, MS 39213
or arfms.org.

Please visit lakewoodfu-
neralhomes.com for online
guestbook.

Patricia “Honey”
Farris
Ridgeland

Marsha Gear Oliver of
Mountain Brook, 73 passed
away Thursday June 29,
2017 at home surrounded
by family after a long battle
with cancer.

She was born on January
20, 1944 in Akron, Ohio.

Predeceased in death
by her parents, George
Adrian Gear and Dorothy
Sherrouse Gear of Jackson,
Mississippi.

Survived by her husband
of 50 years. Dr. Robert
Irwin Oliver Sr., children
, Laura Oliver Spigener,
Dr. Robert Irwin Oliver Jr.
(Melissa) and Dr. George
Reinhold Ol iver (Qian)
and her six grandchildren,
Charlotte Spigener, Robert,
Will, Charles, Andrew and
Archer Oliver and her aunt
June Sherrouse Holmes,
brother Charles Gear (Mari)
and sister, Adrianne Gear
Hall and, many nieces, neph-
ews and extended family.

Bama was known for her
quick smile, wit, a beloved
wife, a loving mother and

devoted grandmother.
She was special to many
people whom she loved and

shepherded. Marsha
loved to cook, read, do
crossword puzzles and talk
on the

phone. Marsha graduated
from Murrah High School
and Southern Methodist
University in elementary ed-
ucation and where she was
a Rotunda beauty. She was
presented at The Debutante
Club of Mississippi and was
Queen of Carnival Ball in
Jackson, Mississippi. She
loved teaching her 1st grade
and preschool students.

M a r s h a w a s m e m -
ber of Junior League of
Bi rmingham, Charades
Dance Club,

Valley Off Shoots Garden
C lub, Cherokee Rose
Garden Club, The Women’s

Medical Auxi l iary and
Mountain Brook Community
Church. She served on many

b o a r d s c h a m p i o n i n g
children’s issues such as
Planned Parenthood and
Parent’s Action Council for
Youth.

Pr ivate fami ly grave-
side service will be held
at Elmwood cemetery on
Thursday, July 6, 2017, at
10 am.

In lieu of flowers, please
send ant remembrances
to M-POWER Ministries,
P . O > B o x 3 2 1 2 3 3 ,
B i r m i n g h a m , A l a b a m a
35232.

Marsha Gear Oliver
Mountain Brook

A service of Life and 
Resurrection for Mrs. Iris 
Weaver will be held 10:00 
am Tuesday, July 4, 2017, 
at the Sebastopol United 
Methodist Church with Rev. 
Allen Herrington officiating. 
Burial will be in Sebastopol 
City  Cemetery.

 Visitation will be held 
Monday, July 3, 2017 
from 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
at Milling Funeral Home of 
Sebastopol.

 Mrs. Iris Hamil Weaver, 
73, passed away at her 
home on Sunday, July 2, 
2017, after a long battle 
with Parkinson’s disease.

She is survived by the love 
of her life and her best friend 
Dennis Michael Weaver, her 
two children Michelle (Briar) 
and MIcheal (Julie), three of 
dear grandsons, Mitchell, 
Gi les and Matthan, and 
brother James (Burnette) 
Hamil.

Mrs. Iris Weaver is preced 
in death by her parents, 
Marie and Gilbert Hamil.

Mrs. Iris Weaver was born 
in Sebastopol on September 
4, 1943 to Marie and Gilbert 
Hamil.   She graduated from 

Sebastopol  Attendance
Center, East Central Junior
College and Mississippi
College with a degree in bi-
ology.  She taught the gifted
at Scott Central Attendance
Center until starting a busi-
ness with her husband in 
1981. She was a mem-
ber of Sebastopol United
Methodist Church and sec-
retary for a number of years,
an avid gardener, she en-
joyed traveling, being with
her friends and family. Her
enthusiasm for life was tire-
less as was her energy. The
great number of friends who
visited her in her last days is 
a testament to the friend she
was to others. Throughout
her battle with Parkinson’s
she was cared for by her
lov ing husband Dennis
with invaluable assistance
from Mattie Ernest, Betty
Viverette, Diane Bell, Linda
Jo Anthony and numerous
friends.  They were a com-
fort to Iris and her family.

 In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions may be made to:

 Parkinson’s Disease
Foundation.

5969 Cattleridge Blvd.
Suite 100

Sarasotra, FL 34232

Iris Weaver

Fred Don Tolleson, 100, 
passed away on Saturday, 
July 1, 2017, at home.   
Visitation wil l  be 4-8pm 
Wednesday, July 5, 2017, 
at Ott & Lee Funeral Home 
in Brandon, MS.  Graveside 
services are 1pm Thursday, 
July 6, 2017, at Rocky Point 
Baptist Cemetery in Leake 
County.  

Mr. Tolleson attended 
Rocky Point Baptist Church.  
He married Girdie Mangrum,  
his first wife of 61 years in 
1936, and they had three 
children together. After the 
death of Mrs. Tolleson he 
later married Margie Owens 
in 1999.

Mr. Tolleson was a Mason 
and was inducted into the 
Plain Masonic Lodge on 
June 11, 1962.  A few years 
later he and a number of 
the other Masons formed 
The John P. Byrd Lodge of 
Pearl-Number 629.  He then 
moved his membership to 
the Pearl Lodge.  He was a 
60 year plus member of the 
IBEW Local 480, and served 
3 terms as Vice President, 
2 terms as President and 

helped to organize Local
480 Retirement Club where
he served the first 12 years 
as President.  Mr. Tolleson
served 20 plus years on the
Langford Assn. Board.

Survivors include his wife, 
Margie Owens Tolleson;
daughter, Joyce T. Bowers
(Jim) of Byram; son, James
Don Tolleson of Royal Palm
Beach, FL; step children,
Robert Owens (Gerrolyn)
of Brandon, Kaye Walde
(Charlie) of Brandon and
Donald Owens (Glenda
Sue) of SC; sister, Mary 
Ruth Turesdale of Carthage;
niece, Lynda Truesdale of
Decatur; God daughter,
Tara Blumenthal; grand-
children, Nicolle Tolleson,
BJ Tolleson, Kelli Tolleson,
Jack Owens, Kristin Owens,
Becky (Phil) Cockrell, Donna
McCarron, Bridgett and
Russell  Sul l ivan, Tiffany
Owens, Stevie and Matt
Robinson, Michelle Owens,
and Scott  and Beverly
Owens; and a number of
great grandchildren. 

You may share condo-
lences at www.ottandlee.
com  

Fred Don Tolleson
Brandon, MS
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106 Cynthia St  Clinton, MS 39056
601-924-9308

201 Hinds Blvd  Raymond, MS 39154
601-857-5625

www.wrightandferguson.com

Michael Wright and Ellis Wright

"Honoring a lifetime of Memories"

REBECCA R. 
MCGOWAN 

Services To Be Announced

COMPLETE 
TRADITIONAL 

FUNERAL  
$4,640.00

 Includes: professional and 
personal service of our staff 
to your family, visitation and 
complete funeral service in 
our chapel or your church, 
committal service at the 

cemetery of your choice, a 
gasketed steel casket in a 
variety of colors or a wood 

casket, outer burial container 
available at affordable prices, 

keepsake memorial tribute 
video

COMPLETE 
PRAYER SERVICE  

$3,940.00
 Includes: professional and 

personal service of our staff 
to your family, visitation and 

prayer service at funeral 
home, committal service at 
the cemetery of your choice, 
a gasketed steel casket in a 
variety of colors or a wood 

casket

COMPLETE 
GRAVESIDE 

SERVICE  
$3,195.00

 Includes: professional and 
personal service of our staff 
to your family, visitation and 

graveside service at the 
cemetery of your choice, a 
gasketed steel casket in a 
variety of colors or a wood 

casket

COMPLETE 
TRADITIONAL 
CREMATION 

SERVICE  
$2,795.00

 Includes: professional and 
personal service of our staff 
to your family, visitation and 
complete funeral service in 
our chapel or church, rental 
casket, urn and all fees at 

crematorium

SIMPLE 
CREMATION 

SERVICE  
$1,325.00

 Includes: professional and 
personal service of our staff 
to your family and all fees at 

crematorium

PRIVATE
PET CREMATORIUM

CALL DAY OR NIGHT 601-922-5554

READ DAILY
OBITUARIES ONLINE

@ clarionledger.com

us knows everything
about growing and man-
aging a business.”

The Whites listed five
things you should look
for in a consultant: unim-
peachable character,
solid experience, cre-
ative problem-solving
skills, outstanding com-
munication skills and
excellent interpersonal
skills. To read their ex-
cellent and concise arti-
cle on the topic, visit
https://www.entrepreneur
.com/article/238710.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 3A

and to deliver a high veloc-
ity, state-of-the-art solar
plant for our customers,”
said Byron Lamon, DEP-
COM Power project man-
ager. “Thanks to the com-
mitment of DESRI and
Mississippi Power to this
project, we have been able
to provide corporate dona-
tions to deserving Lamar
County community out-
reach programs and help
generate more than 360 lo-
cal jobs.”

DEPCOM Power has
also been contracted to
provide operations and
maintenance services for
the solar plant.

In addition to the Sum-
rall facility, Mississippi
Power and its partners are
scheduled to open two
more solar generating fa-
cilities in 2017 that will
strengthen the company’s
position as the largest
partner in providing solar
generation in Mississippi.

A 3-megawatt solar fa-
cility at the Naval Con-
struction Battalion Center
in Gulfport will officially
open in July. Mississippi
Power is also partnering
with Silicon Ranch on a 50-
megawatt solar plant in
Hattiesburg that is sched-
uled to open later this
year.

Solar
Continued from Page 3A

MERIDIAN - Melinda
Kramer knew her life was
about to change after a
flyer in a country western
store caught her eye.

Instead of a new pair of
boots, Kramer brought
home a brand new hobby,
a sport known as “cowboy
mounted shooting.”

Six years later, Kra-
mer was one of many
competitors who were
locked, loaded, and ready
to compete in the first-
ever Alabama-Mississip-
pi Border War in Merid-
ian.

Held at the Lauderdale
County Agricultural Cen-

ter, the event centered
around the battle be-
tween the “River Bottom
Shooters” and “Dixie
Long Riders” to settle a ri-
valry that transcends
from communities to col-
leges, and through every
possible sport. Which
state is better — Missis-
sippi or Alabama?

While not affiliated
with any traditional rodeo
organization, cowboy
mounted shooting is ro-
deo reminiscent, resem-
bling the traditional
layout of barrel racing.
However, the key differ-
ence is that while compet-
itors, who range in age
from young to old, must
nimbly navigate a horse
through a barrel course,

they must do so while at-
tempting to hit 10 balloon
targets with shots from a
revolver.

“I knew after reading
that particular flyer that
this was going to change
our lives, and it has,” said
Kramer, who lives in
Eclectic, Ala. with her
husband Ross. “We get to
spend almost every other
weekend together com-
peting. It’s a very whole-
some environment.”

More than 30 competi-
tors competed over the
weekend in the name of
defending the border
line, attempting to beat
the fastest course times
of the opposing team.
However, while competi-
tors may disagree on

which state is the best, all
seem to agree the arena at
Lauderdale County Agri-
cultural Center is top
notch.

“It’s such a nice facili-
ty,” said Patti Wilson, a
member of the River Bot-
tom Shooters club, which
represented the Magnolia
State. “There are plenty
of stalls, and the arena is
big.”

Despite any supposed
rivalries, the atmosphere
during the “war” was any-
thing but tense. Friends
and families moved about
the arena freely, chatting
with members of both
clubs.

“Everyone here wants
to help the other person
do well, which is unusual
when money is on the
line,” Kramer said.

According to the Cow-
boy Mounted Shooting
Association, the sport is
the fastest growing
equestrian event in the
country. This is perhaps
in part due to the curios-
ity of rodeo competitors
such as Ray Wilson and
his wife Patti, who felt the
desire to try something
different.

The couple, who drove
to the competition from
Puckett, have competed
in rodeos since high
school. They were con-
vinced by friends to try
the sport more than ten
years ago, and have been
hooked ever since.

“The kids finally got
out of our hair, so we de-
cided to try it,” joked Ray
Wilson. “But it’s a fun
sport, and it’s a family
thing.”

At the end of the com-
petition, points will be tal-
lied and a superior state
(at least for now) will be
determined.

However, the competi-
tors are sure to be back,
with another Meridian
event, The Mississippi
State Shooters Champion-
ship, already planned for
August.

Cowboys defend state line
during ‘border war’ in Meridian
VICTORIA HOSEY
THE MERIDIAN STAR


