
The Clarion-Ledger - 07/22/2017 Page : A004

July 26, 2017 9:55 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

4A Saturday, July 22, 2017 The Clarion-Ledger

Thomas Aaron Brock, 65, 
went home to be with Jesus, 
whom he accepted as his 
Lord and Savior, on July 21, 
2017. A memorial visitation 
will be held Sunday, July 
23, 2017 from 3 to 5 pm at 
Wright & Ferguson Funeral 
Home in Raymond, MS. 
Although he will be greatly 
missed, we celebrate the life 

he lived and the impact he
made on all those he knew.

Mr. Brock is preceded in
death by his wife, Sandy; 
son, Terry; daughter, Carol;
father,  Ta lmadge;  and
brother, Pete. 

He is survived by his
mother, Jewel Brock; sis-
ters, Jane Cargile (John)
and Tammy Lewis (Vince);
brother, Mark Brock; and
his nephews and nieces. 

Thomas Brock
Brandon
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If the invoices were ignored or not paid promptly,
the companies allegedly threatened to send the or-
ganizations to collections agencies. “Consumers who
paid under a mistaken belief that they had to do so —
some paid thousands of dollars more than what they
were legally obligated to pay — often received more
unordered merchandise and bills for payment,” the
release noted.

In the Maryland case, the FTC charged six compa-
nies and three individuals around a scheme involving
light bulbs and cleaning supplies. The scheme alleged-
ly hired telemarketers who “falsely indicated that
they had done business with the consumers earlier
and that they were offering a free sample or catalog,
without properly disclosing that they were making a
sales call.”

The scheme allegedly relied on the fact the person
ordering merchandise and the person processing in-
voices didn’t know what the other was doing. If in-
voices were paid, the company received future ship-
ments of unordered merchandise.

This type of scheme is successful for several rea-
sons. For one, many people believe unordered mer-
chandise must be paid for (the law says that, in most
cases, you don’t have to pay for anything you didn’t
order). Secondly, scams use smooth-talking tele-
marketers, who trick people (on a recorded call) into
answering “yes” to an unrelated question, doctoring
the recording and using it as evidence the order was
made. And finally, there is often a lack of good com-
munication between those making purchases and
those paying the invoices.

To read the complaint in its entirety, visit
http://bit.ly/2utdLhC.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsumer@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 5A

it,” Currie said.
UnitedHealthcare and Magnolia Health have man-

aged MississippiCAN, the state’s managed care system
for delivering Medicaid, since it began in 2011.

This year marked the next contract renewal, at
which point the Division of Medicaid advertised a Re-
quests for Proposal. In scoring, Magnolia came in first,
Molina in second and United in third. 

“Contrary to the clear intent of the Mississippi Leg-
islature, the scoring arbitrarily and capriciously fa-
vored out-of-state for-profit corporations — one from a
state that has imposed a travel ban against the State of
Mississippi — over Mississippi’s only Provider Spon-
sored Health Plan,” reads the protest filed on behalf of
Mississippi True.

In 2017, California enacted a ban on state-sponsored
travel to states with laws it deemed discriminatory, in-
cluding Mississippi’s HB 1523.

Molina, a more than 35-year-old company, formed in
Mississippi in 2009. All of its principals, directors and
officers live in California, according to business filings
with the secretary of state’s office.

“This award to serve individuals and families in Mis-
sissippi adds to our existing Medicaid footprint of 12
states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,” said a
statement from a Molina spokesperson. “In the states
where we already operate health plans, we have a
strong local presence and are committed to serving the
community and our members at a grassroots level
where we can have the most impact on their lives.”

Legislators passed a law in 2015 authorizing the cre-
ation of groups like Mississippi True, Provider Spon-
sored Health Plans, for the Medicaid managed care
program.

Rep. Jerry Turner, R-Baldwyn, said the purpose of
the legislation was to bring increased competition to
the managed care program, which seeks to increase
quality of care while saving costs. Now, he’s calling for
a fair process.

“All I want is the protest vetted thoroughly by some-
body that doesn’t have a personal interest in it,” Turner
said.

“The protest period for the procurement you are re-
ferring to is ongoing and protest arguments will be han-
dled through that process,” said the statement from
Medicaid. “Meaning, we are following the administra-
tive process and are actively working to respond to
each protest.”

Attorney George Ritter argued in the protest that
Mississippi True’s lack of three years of experience af-
fected its scoring negatively. The no-profit formed in
2015, the year the legislation passed. 

“(Mississippi True’s) 65 sponsor hospitals have hun-
dreds of years of combined experience in health care
generally and in Medicaid and managed care specifi-
cally. Its subcontractor, Evolent Health, has served six
different Medicaid managed care plans over the past 20
years,” the complaint reads. “This combination of pro-
vider and payer experience gives Mississippi True the
unique ability to improve patient care and outcomes
while simultaneously controlling costs.”

Molina of Mississippi doesn’t have three years of ex-
perience either, the complaint argues, unless you count
the experience of its affiliated out-of-state companies.
Still, this didn’t hurt Molina in its scoring like it did Mis-
sissippi True.

“Thus, the evaluators chose to give for-profit Offe-
rors credit for experience of separate non-Mississippi
companies while not giving Mississippi True credit for
the experience of 65 Mississippi hospitals.”

Currie said Mississippi True could have prevented
millions from being sent out-of-state.

“We (would be) keeping all of that money in Missis-
sippi,” Currie said. “We would be providing jobs. We
would be better able to take care of the patients in Mis-
sissippi and just not having that third-party system that
all the money has to go through.”

A Molina statement said the company understands
the importance of a local presence, plans to create jobs
for Mississippi residents and is “currently in the proc-
ess of finalizing our exact strategy for local hiring.”

Asked about Molina’s specific plans and goals for lo-
cal staffing, the company said Mississippians will make
up a “significant percent” of the Mississippi branch
staff.

“Contrary to the clear intent of the Mississippi
Legislature, the scoring arbitrarily and
capriciously favored out-of-state for-profit
corporations — one from a state that has
imposed a travel ban against the State of
Mississippi — over Mississippi’s only Provider
Sponsored Health Plan.” 

PROTEST FILED ON BEHALF OF MISSISSIPPI TRUE

Medicaid
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Miss’ athletic director, said Thursday night.“I told the
football staff that the number one thing, from begin-
ning to end, is the team and that’s all that matters.”

Luke will guide the Rebels through their 12 games,
but as was the case before Freeze resigned and re-
mains so after: The future of this program will be de-
termined by what happens off the field.

But now, the future is tied to two things — an NCAA
hearing and a coaching search — instead of one. The
NCAA will file its response to Ole Miss in the coming
days, if it hasn’t already. A hearing will be set up some-
time afterward and a resolution should be reached
sometime this fall.

But one of, if not the main distraction, around all of
that was what would happen to Freeze? Even though it
was unrelated to the NCAA case, that question has
been answered. He’s gone.

So Ole Miss just lost its coach a week and a half be-
fore the start of camp. It’s going into the season with
two new coordinators and Luke, who will be handling
head coach responsibilities for the first time.

But Luke isn’t in trouble with the NCAA. Neither is
offensive coordinator Phil Longo nor defensive coor-
dinator Wesley McGriff, who was promoted to asso-
ciate head coach Thursday night. 

Running backs coach Derrick Nix and tight ends
coach Maurice Harris are named in the notice of alle-
gations, but the stakes aren’t as high for them as it was
for Freeze.

So that possible distraction is no longer hovering
over the program. But Ole Miss is still in the strange
spot where it will have to defend Freeze’s compliance
history before the Committee on Infractions after
pushing him to the side for a pattern of personal mis-
conduct.

Chancellor Jeff Vitter and Bjork both backed
Freeze’s compliance record Thursday night, so
they’ve stayed on message in that regard. 

Future
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talent on campus. You’re looking at names like Mem-
phis’ Mike Norvell, Appalachian State’s Scott Satter-
field or Troy’s Neal Brown, for instance.

» If the NCAA hands out a second-year bowl
ban and docks even more scholarships: Things get
hairy real quick. That’s where you can see interim
head coach Matt Luke, if he has any success being
able to hold things together this fall, get a chance to
continue on as head coach for the immediate future.

Does this affect the NCAA case?
The Committee on Infractions is a group of hu-

man beings, so what they’re going to do is anyone’s
guess. No one truly knows. If you told me that some
people in that group will say the collateral damage
inflicted on Ole Miss is enough and argue against
adding major sanctions, I’d believe you. There’s also

liable to be others that say Ole Miss didn’t fire
Freeze for anything to do with the NCAA and why
should that change things?

Ultimately, I don’t think anything that happened
Thursday will make a material difference on the
sanctions handed out this fall to Ole Miss.

Is Ole Miss headed into the abyss?
Depends on who the next coach is and the NCAA

punishment, but not necessarily. This year is going
to be bad, but it was going to be that way with
Freeze. The way it happened was shocking, but
Freeze had no future at Ole Miss. It was never going
to be 2014 again with him as head coach. I just fig-
ured he’d eventually be fired because of NCAA rule-
breaking or post-sanction losing seasons.

Yes, Freeze is the coach who beat Alabama twice
and took Ole Miss to the Sugar Bowl. He also lost to
Memphis, got beat 42-3 in the Peach Bowl, lost to
Arkansas with the SEC West on the line, and finished
5-7 in 2016 (with a 55-20 beating at home to Mis-
sissippi State, I might add). So let’s not act like
Freeze the coach is not replaceable. He is.

Questions
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Jackson City Councilman Kenneth Stokes traded
comments with Rankin County Undersheriff Ray-
mond Duke on Friday over a shooting at a police offi-
cer’s home.

Pearl Police officer Alfred Jenkins and his wife
were awakened when someone fired into their south
Jackson home on Wednesday.

Jackson Police Chief Lee Vance confirmed multi-
ple shell casings were recovered at the house on Dar-
danelle Street.

A verbal back-and-forth between the councilman
and undersheriff began with a Facebook post Thurs-
day by Duke that used terms like “coward,” “thug,”
“gangster,” “goon” and “gorilla” to describe whomev-
er fired at the officer’s home.

Councilman Stokes held a press conference with
media Friday morning to respond to Duke’s state-
ment, calling the Rankin official a “hog headed lying
b------.”

Stokes said outside agencies are chasing suspects
at high speeds through neighborhoods in Jackson and
have a great disrespect for black lives, WLBT report-
ed. He said Duke is among the “racist thugs” operat-

ing under the cover of
law enforcement.

“Thug with a gun and
badge like Duke,” Stokes
said.

This is not the first
time Stokes has traded
barbs with outside law
enforcement.

In 2016, Stokes advocated “throwing rocks, bottles
and bricks” at outside officers who chase suspects
into Jackson. He repeated that sentiment at the Friday
press conference.

On Tuesday, a woman led Pearl officers on a chase
into Jackson during rush hour, crashing the vehicle
outside the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

Undersheriff Duke responded to Stokes’ recent
comments with the following press release:

“I will not allow the statements made by Ken
Stokes to take the focus from the original message.

We had a fellow officer who was viciously attacked
by cowardly thugs and was in need of assistance. The
outpouring of love and support for Officer Alfred Jen-
kins has been simply amazing. Thank you to everyone
for your prayers and support.”

War of words erupts between
Stokes, Rankin undersheriff
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Stokes Duke

A Jackson woman has been charged with one count
each of insurance and wire fraud in connection to ly-
ing about a fall at a Walmart store, Attorney General
Jim Hood announced Friday.

Dianne Bullock, 59, turned herself in to the Pike
County Sheriff’s Department Wednesday. Her bond
was set at $5,000.

An indictment alleges Bullock filed a complaint
with Walmart in McComb in 2015 that alleged that she
slipped and fell while shopping then left the store
without notifying store personnel. Bullock later con-

tacted Walmart and claimed that she
had fallen. Video surveillance indicat-
ed that the fall never took place.

If convicted of both counts, Bullock
faces up to eight years in prison and
$15,000 in fines. 

This case was investigated by Mi-
chael Stevens with the Attorney Gener-
al’s Insurance Integrity Enforcement

Bureau with assistance from the Pike County Sher-
iff’s Department. 

Special Assistant Attorney General Steven Wal-
drup will prosecute the case.

Woman charged, accused of
fabricating fall at Walmart
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Bullock 

Jackson police announced Friday morning that two
suspects have been charged in connection to a home
invasion where one alleged burglar was killed and a
resident was critically injured on Tuesday.

The incident happened around 1:30 a.m. at 1941
Meadowbrook Road, according to a JPD press re-
lease. An 18-year-old male resident of the home suf-
fered multiple gunshot wounds and was transported

to the University of Mississippi Medical Center.
The suspected armed burglar was identified as Ja-

coby Davis, 25. Davis is not the Jacoby Davis that
played at Mississippi State.

A 7-year-old boy inside the home was uninjured.
Vice/Narcotics detectives recovered a substantial

amount of illegal narcotics from the residence as well,
according to JPD.

The investigation is ongoing and more charges are
possible.

2 charged in deadly Jackson home invasion
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