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Barrett, Tommy* 92 Grenada 23-Jul McKibben and Guinn
Black, Leonard  82 Tippah County 22-Jul Ripley Funeral Home
Black, H.L. “Buster”  91 Pulaski 22-Jul Ott & Lee (Forest)
Blackwell, Peggy L.* 79 Brandon, MS 24-Jul Ott & Lee Brandon
Davis, Stella 74 Pearl 22-Jul Baldwin-Lee Funeral Home
Hardin Jr., Jimmie H. “Bubba” 52 Sardis 23-Jul Wells Funeral Home
Kemp, Jerry W. 83 Columbia 20-Jul Hathorn Funeral Home
Myers, Nick* 80 Jackson 21-Jul Chancellor Funeral Home Byram
Smith, Howard 71 Sontag 21-Jul Wilson Funeral Home

TODAY’S OBITUARIES
Name Age Town, State Died Arrangements

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obits appear in print and online at www.clarionledger.com/obituaries.
An electronic guest book is available for display obituaries for 30 days and 
may be sponsored for one year or permanently to preserve condolences 
offered by friends and family. Additional photos and videos may also be 
added online. 
Obituaries are submitted by the funeral home by 4:00 p.m. each day for the 
next day’s edition. For assistance please call 601-961- 7057. 
For information on services please contact the funeral home listed.

Peggy Lewis Blackwell
was born July 22, 1938
to A.G. and Helen Louise
Lewis, of Jackson, MS, and
she went to be with her Lord
and Savior on Friday, July
21, 2017. Visitation will be
Sunday, July 23, 2017, at
Ott & Lee Funeral Home in
Brandon, MS. Services will
be 10am Monday, July 24,
2017, in the chapel of the
funeral home. Burial will be
in Beezer Cemetery in Smith
County.

Mrs. Blackwell began
studying piano at the age
of 6 years old. She con-
tinued and started playing
for her home church, Griffith
Memorial Baptist, for their
opening assembles at the
age of 9. At 16, she start-
ed studying organ and soon
was substituting for the or-
ganist of the church. She
graduated from Central High
School in Jackson, where
she was the accompanist
for the choral music class
and played the piano for
musical productions. She
attended the University of
Southern Mississippi where
she studied organ and piano
and got a Bachelor’s degree
in Music Education. She
was the first choral music
teacher at Whitten Jr. High
School in Jackson, where
she enjoyed teaching and
producing musicals to give
the students an opportunity
to perform on stage. She
not only taught in a school
setting, but she gave many
piano lessons to students in

her home. After returning
from Hawaii, she pursued
her Master’s degree in mu-
sic (organ) and began teach-
ing at Hinds Community
College in 1983 until 2000.
She loved her students and
was very proud of their ac-
complishments

Peggy was the organist
for the following churches:
Griffith Memorial Baptist
Church, Robinson Road
Baptist Church, Woodville
Heights Baptist Church,
Hendricks Avenue Baptist
church, Jacksonville, FL,
Olivet Baptist church in
Honolulu, HI, Pine Lake
Baptist Church, and St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church
in Flowood, MS. She also
has served as a Youth Choir
Director and a Children’s
Choir Administrator. She
loved her Lord and tried to
serve him to the best of her
ability. She gave God the
credit for all the accomplish-
ments in her life.

Peggy loved people
and she especially loved
her family. Her husband,
William C. Blackwell of 36
years, her son Robert Lewis
Bickley (wife Debbie) grand-
son Randy, her son Sidney
Char les B ick ley (w i fe
Ellen) grandson Benjamin
(wife Lena) and grand-
daughter Caroline. Her
extended family includes
Wesley (wife Patricia) and
Avery Breazeale, William
Blackwell Jr., Christopher
Blackwel l, and Heather
Blackwell Costalla (husband
Bob).

In l ieu of flowers
please make a donation to
any church music depart-
ment of your choice, the
Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation (JDRF), or any
mission organization.

You may share condo-
lences at www.ottandlee.
com

Peggy L. Blackwell
Brandon, MS

T h o m a s  S .  B a r r e t t 
(Tommy), loving husband 
and father, died peacefully 
at St. Dominic’s Hospital in 
Jackson, MS on July 23, 
2017.  Tommy served in 
the U.S. Army during World 
War II in the Philippines and 
always wore his veteran’s 
hat signifying his pride of 
service.  He was a member 
of First United Methodist 
Church in Grenada where 
he taught Sunday school, 
served as lay leader and a 
choir member.  His ministry 
to the Methodist communi-
ty also included serving as 
the District Representative 
for Methodist Men and a 
member of the Mississippi 
Method is t  Con ference 
Finance and Administration 
Committee.  He was a for-
mer chair of the Board of 
the MS Schools for the Blind 
and Deaf and President of 
the MS District Exchange 
Club.  He was awarded The 
Book of Golden Deeds by 
the Grenada Chapter of the 
Exchange Club.  Tommy 
also served as president 
of the Grenada Chapter of 
Gideons International.

Tommy is preceded in 
death by his parents Marcus 
and Vera Barrett and his two 

brothers, Marcus Barrett
and James Barrett.  He is
survived by his loving wife
of 69 years Freddie Barrett
and daughter Pshon Barrett.
He is also survived by ador-
ing nieces, nephews, and
great nieces and nephews.
The family thanks Tommy’s
devoted caregivers Lorraine
Ross, Alecia Dennis and
Kesha Veals for the years
of service and tender care.

Funeral services will be
held at 11:00 AM Tuesday,
July 25, 2017 at First
United Methodist Church
in Grenada with Rev. Jack
Smith officiating.  Interment
will follow in the Grenada
Memorial Garden.  The fam-
ily will receive friends from
10:00 AM until service time
Tuesday at the church.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be directed to the
Wounded Warrior Project,
PO Box 758516, Topeka,
KS 66675 or the charity of
the donor’s choice.

Online condolences may
be expressed to the family
at www.mckibbenandguinn.
com.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of
McKibben and Guinn Funeral
Service in Grenada, 662-
307-2694.

Tommy Barrett
Grenada

STEPHEN DONALD 
BAUCUM

11:30 AM Tuesday
Graveside Service

Rosemont Memorial Gardens
Visir: 10 AM to 11 AM Tuesday

Sebrell Funeral Home 

MARY BURKETT 
Private Family Service 

PRIVATE
PET CREMATORIUM

CALL DAY OR NIGHT 601-922-5554

James Nichols Myers, Sr. 
“Nick”, 80, passed away 
peacefully at home in Byram 
on July 21, 2017. Visitation 
will be 3-5pm Sunday, July 
23, 2017 and 10am until 
the 11am funeral service 
Monday, July 24, 2017, 
all at Chancellor Funeral 
Home in Byram. Interment 
will follow at New Hebron 
Cemetery at 2pm.

In 1955 he graduated 
from Central High School 
where he played football 
and in 1959 married the 
love of his life, Mary Nell 
Riley Myers and they have 
4 children.

He touched the lives of so 
many young men through his 
football coaching beginning 
at Magnolia Academy then 
MS Baptist High School 
and finally Central Hinds 
Academy.

He was known fondly 
by some as; Daddy, Dad, 
Big Nick, Pop, Grandaddy, 
Myers, Coach Myers and 
Coach.

He is survived by his
wife of 58 years, Mary
Nell Myers; two brothers,
Ben Ed Myers (Betty Jo)
of Brandon, Hal P. Myers
(Georgia) of Brookhaven;
son, James Nichols Myers,
Jr. (Denise Hanley Myers)
of Terry; daughters, Denise
Myers Williams of Pearl,
Tracey Myers Johnson
(Grey) of Florence and
Tiffany Myers Windham
(Ben) of Brandon. He was
blessed with 9 grandchil-
dren and 4 great grandchil-
dren and a host of family and
friends.

He is preceded in death
by his parents Bennie and
Edween Myers.

The family would like to
say thank you to all of his
Doctors and Nurses and
Hospice Ministries for all of
the wonderful care he re-
ceived.

In lieu of flowers please
make donations to St. Jude
or Blair E. Batson which
were very dear to his heart.
On line guest book available
at www.chancellorfuneral-
home.com.

Nick Myers
Jackson
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106 Cynthia St  Clinton, MS 39056
601-924-9308

201 Hinds Blvd  Raymond, MS 39154
601-857-5625

www.wrightandferguson.com

Michael Wright and Ellis Wright

"Honoring a lifetime of Memories"

View and sign guest books online at www.clarionledger.com/obituaries

“It would not have been
unusual for the Williams-
es to build their own house
and use examples that
they had seen, and per-
haps built, while they
were in South Carolina,”
P’Pool said.

Much of Columbus’
adult population in the
1840s was from the Caroli-
nas, he added, meaning
the Williamses may have
hired someone else to do
the building in the same
familiar style. But there
was no doubt both Thom-
as and Isaac were skilled
builders, he said — Isaac a
laborer and Thomas a
blacksmith who ran his
shop out of his home.

It’s the only house built

by and for freedmen be-
fore the Civil War still
standing in Columbus that
either Ward or P’Pool
know of. Such structures
simply didn’t last the way
homes by wealthy planta-
tion owners have, Ward
said.

“It’s very uncommon
for those houses to have
survived,” he said.

The builders

The only other Colum-
bus structure either Ward
or P’Pool know of built by
a freedman was the first
bridge over the Tombig-
bee on Fourth Avenue —
and the engineer who
built it, Horace King, was
actually still a slave dur-
ing construction, they
said. The bridge is no
longer there.

But the bridge can’t be
alone, P’Pool said.

“We know that many of
the houses were con-
structed by trained,
skilled slaves,” he said.

In fact, one of the big-
gest contracting firms in
the state in the 1850s and
’60s owned a crew of 100
African-American slaves.

“One of their slaves, a
fellow named John Jack-
son, was trained in what
they call mechanical
skills or mechanical
drawing,” P’Pool said.
“He was essentially the
architect. Now, John
Jackson didn’t work in Co-
lumbus … but that gives
you an idea of the kinds of
construction skills that
many of the slaves had.
They were not just un-
skilled workers. They
were very skilled builders
in many instances.”

But for homes built by
and for freedmen, neither
P’Pool nor Ward know of
any outside Natchez aside
from The Haven. It’s pos-
sible an “exhaustive
study” of old land records
from the antebellum peri-
od could reveal more,
P’Pool said, but there was
a pretty small population
of freedmen in antebel-
lum Columbus to begin
with.

The Williams brothers

As for the Williamses

themselves, they moved
to Texas in the early 1850s,
renting out the Columbus
property through an attor-
ney, P’Pool said. When
The Haven was sold to a
man named Adam Gass in
1858, it was sold as part of
Thomas’ estate.

“I don’t know if (Thom-
as) moved away for health
purposes or whether he
had business opportuni-
ties elsewhere, but he
held onto that property
until his death, onto that
house,” P’Pool said.

Ward’s explanation for
why the Williamses
moved is bleaker. It’s pos-
sible that as the country
inched closer and closer
to the Civil War, a free
black family in Columbus
found itself less welcome.

“I do know that in the
1850s and in the years
leading up to the Civil
War, a lot of attitudes
were changing toward
free blacks,” Ward said.
“Where early on (the Wil-
liamses) might have been
accepted … with the con-
flict (over slavery) it may
be that they did not have
the reception they formal-
ly had. That’s just my
guess. I don’t know.”

Recent Haven history

In the years following
the Civil War, later own-

ers added an entire east-
facing section to The
Haven. The cottage gath-
ered a collection of furni-
ture and other antiques. A
walk through the home’s
interior shows everything
from old playing cards to
antique bed, trunks, ar-
moires and oil paintings to
a plantation desk dating
back to the 1870s that still
contains a ledger book
from 1886.

Frank and Esther Tros-
key bought and restored
the home in 1974. 

Their son, Phil, called it
a “labor of love” that took
six months to renovate
and where his parents
lived out their years, even
putting the house on Co-
lumbus’ annual Pilgrim-
age tour until his mother’s
health became bad about
a decade ago.

“I have good memories
of this house,” said Phil,
whose daughter dressed
in a hoop skirt and helped
her grandmother guide
tours during Pilgrimage
when she was about 10
years old.

But mostly what he re-
members is his parents’
love for the house.

“When they saw that
house, (Frank) kind of fell
in love with it immediate-
ly,” Phil Troskey said. “…
Just because he likes his-
tory and he loved the way

the house looked on the
outside and he wanted
someone to preserve it.”

Frank Troskey, 92, now
lives in Florida with an-
other of his children,
while Esther died several
years ago. 

The house has been on
the market for about two
years for $175,000 — a
good deal, said Beard,
who has priced the an-
tique furniture in the
house alone at $25,000 or
more.

But it takes antebellum
homes a long time to sell,
Phil Troskey said. Not
many people are willing to
take on the challenge of
owning one. Even Beard
admits the house’s age
makes it hard to heat, cool
and paint.

But old homes
shouldn’t deter history
lovers from owning them
if they’re interested,
P’Pool said. The National
Register of Historic
Places provides home-
owners with guidelines on
home upkeep and how to
live in the homes comfort-
ably while still preserving
its historic authenticity.

“It’s really one of the
most historic houses in
Columbus,” Ward said.
“…And it’s a gorgeous
home. It’s a real nice place
that hopefully somebody
will buy it and restore it.”

Home
Continued from Page 3A

staff are steadily work-
ing to clear a long list of li-
cense applications that
have been in limbo.

Some cosmetologists
have been working under
temporary licenses while
the problems are being
resolved. Clark said her
goal is for the agency to
clear the licensing back-
log by mid-August.

“We want things to
stay on a positive note,”
Clark said. “Whatever

has happened in the past
— I can’t change that.”

One Mississippian af-
fected by the red tape is
20-year-old Anna Claire
Yount of Pascagoula, who
completed coursework in
May 2016 to become an
esthetician.

She said she passed
her state exams in Sep-
tember and was initially
told to expect her license
from the Board of Cos-
metology in six to eight
weeks. That time passed
with no sign of her li-
cense.

Unable to work in her
field, Yount earned mon-
ey by babysitting. She

said the man who was
then the Board of Cosme-
tology’s executive direc-
tor returned one of her
calls and told her that he
“would not accept re-
sponsibility for all of the
craziness” in the licens-
ing delays.

Yount said after sever-
al months, she received a
temporary license that
enabled her to find a sa-
lon job. When Clark be-
came the new board di-
rector, Yount contacted
her for help.

“She emailed me on
the 13th with my license,”
Yount said. “She’s been
extremely helpful.”

Backlog
Continued from Page 3A

using this feature might
make the driver and
front-seat passengers
comfortable, it can make
rear-seat passengers
hotter.

» Turn off stop/start
mode. Some newer vehi-
cles have a system that
stops the engine when
idling, to cut down on
fuel use and emissions.
Olsen suggests turning it
off, because it can make
the compressor stop

running, making your car
hotter when stopped or in
stop-and-go traffic.

» Clean the filter. A
dirty cabin air filter can
reduce the efficiency of
your system. If your
filter is easily accessible,
clean it often.

And as for the age-old
debate about whether
using the air conditioner
uses more gas than rid-
ing with the windows
open, most expert sites I
consulted noted, “it de-
pends.”

Conventional wisdom
says the air conditioner
uses more gas, and that’s
usually true. Car and

Driver did a study in
2008 in which it tested
this theory and recom-
mended turning the air
conditioner off and open-
ing the windows (at low-
er speeds) to save a few
miles per gallon. But at
higher speeds, the engine
is running faster, making
the system use less fuel.
Automotive site Edmund-
s.com notes, “in our expe-
rience, it’s not worth the
argument because you
won’t save a lot of gas
either way. So just do
what’s comfortable.”

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 3A


