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said the man who was
then the Board of Cosmetology’s executive director returned one of her
calls and told her that he
“would not accept responsibility for all of the
craziness” in the licensing delays.
Yount said after several months, she received a
temporary license that
enabled her to find a salon job. When Clark became the new board director, Yount contacted
her for help.
“She emailed me on
the 13th with my license,”
Yount said. “She’s been
extremely helpful.”

“We know that many of
the houses were constructed by trained,
skilled slaves,” he said.
In fact, one of the biggest contracting firms in
the state in the 1850s and
’60s owned a crew of 100
African-American slaves.
“One of their slaves, a
fellow named John Jackson, was trained in what
they call mechanical
skills or mechanical
drawing,” P’Pool said.
“He was essentially the
architect. Now, John
Jackson didn’t work in Columbus … but that gives
you an idea of the kinds of
construction skills that
many of the slaves had.
They were not just unskilled workers. They
were very skilled builders
in many instances.”
But for homes built by
and for freedmen, neither
P’Pool nor Ward know of
any outside Natchez aside
from The Haven. It’s possible an “exhaustive
study” of old land records
from the antebellum period could reveal more,
P’Pool said, but there was
a pretty small population
of freedmen in antebellum Columbus to begin
with.

The Williams brothers
As for the Williamses
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using this feature might
make the driver and
front-seat passengers
comfortable, it can make
rear-seat passengers
hotter.
» Turn off stop/start
mode. Some newer vehicles have a system that
stops the engine when
idling, to cut down on
fuel use and emissions.
Olsen suggests turning it
off, because it can make
the compressor stop

themselves, they moved
to Texas in the early 1850s,
renting out the Columbus
property through an attorney, P’Pool said. When
The Haven was sold to a
man named Adam Gass in
1858, it was sold as part of
Thomas’ estate.
“I don’t know if (Thomas) moved away for health
purposes or whether he
had business opportunities elsewhere, but he
held onto that property
until his death, onto that
house,” P’Pool said.
Ward’s explanation for
why
the
Williamses
moved is bleaker. It’s possible that as the country
inched closer and closer
to the Civil War, a free
black family in Columbus
found itself less welcome.
“I do know that in the
1850s and in the years
leading up to the Civil
War, a lot of attitudes
were changing toward
free blacks,” Ward said.
“Where early on (the Williamses) might have been
accepted … with the conflict (over slavery) it may
be that they did not have
the reception they formally had. That’s just my
guess. I don’t know.”

Recent Haven history
In the years following
the Civil War, later own-
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running, making your car
hotter when stopped or in
stop-and-go traffic.
» Clean the filter. A
dirty cabin air filter can
reduce the efficiency of
your system. If your
filter is easily accessible,
clean it often.
And as for the age-old
debate about whether
using the air conditioner
uses more gas than riding with the windows
open, most expert sites I
consulted noted, “it depends.”
Conventional wisdom
says the air conditioner
uses more gas, and that’s
usually true. Car and

Driver did a study in
2008 in which it tested
this theory and recommended turning the air
conditioner off and opening the windows (at lower speeds) to save a few
miles per gallon. But at
higher speeds, the engine
is running faster, making
the system use less fuel.
Automotive site Edmunds.com notes, “in our experience, it’s not worth the
argument because you
won’t save a lot of gas
either way. So just do
what’s comfortable.”
Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.

ers added an entire eastfacing section to The
Haven. The cottage gathered a collection of furniture and other antiques. A
walk through the home’s
interior shows everything
from old playing cards to
antique bed, trunks, armoires and oil paintings to
a plantation desk dating
back to the 1870s that still
contains a ledger book
from 1886.
Frank and Esther Troskey bought and restored
the home in 1974.
Their son, Phil, called it
a “labor of love” that took
six months to renovate
and where his parents
lived out their years, even
putting the house on Columbus’ annual Pilgrimage tour until his mother’s
health became bad about
a decade ago.
“I have good memories
of this house,” said Phil,
whose daughter dressed
in a hoop skirt and helped
her grandmother guide
tours during Pilgrimage
when she was about 10
years old.
But mostly what he remembers is his parents’
love for the house.
“When they saw that
house, (Frank) kind of fell
in love with it immediately,” Phil Troskey said. “…
Just because he likes history and he loved the way

the house looked on the
outside and he wanted
someone to preserve it.”
Frank Troskey, 92, now
lives in Florida with another of his children,
while Esther died several
years ago.
The house has been on
the market for about two
years for $175,000 — a
good deal, said Beard,
who has priced the antique furniture in the
house alone at $25,000 or
more.
But it takes antebellum
homes a long time to sell,
Phil Troskey said. Not
many people are willing to
take on the challenge of
owning one. Even Beard
admits the house’s age
makes it hard to heat, cool
and paint.
But
old
homes
shouldn’t deter history
lovers from owning them
if they’re interested,
P’Pool said. The National
Register of Historic
Places provides homeowners with guidelines on
home upkeep and how to
live in the homes comfortably while still preserving
its historic authenticity.
“It’s really one of the
most historic houses in
Columbus,” Ward said.
“…And it’s a gorgeous
home. It’s a real nice place
that hopefully somebody
will buy it and restore it.”
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