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Rebecca Pittman had no half-speed.
She was all in.

When she was chasing down a lead,
she did not rest until she had an answer,
her friends said. 

Pittman, in her 60s, died at her Jack-
son home Saturday morning, surround-
ed by friends and fellow law enforce-
ment officers. Her close friends said she

wouldn’t have had it any
other way. Those not in
her immediate circle
didn’t know she was bat-
tling cancer, but every-
one who knew her knew
she was a fighter.

“As an investigator,
she gave it her all. She was like a pit bull.
When she grabbed a hold of something,
she didn’t let go of it until it was solved,”
said Hinds County Sheriff’s Department
Investigator Trey Brister, her supervi-
sor and partner. “The word ‘quit’ was not
in her vocabulary.”

Maybe that was because what got her
into law enforcement was her experi-
ence as a victim. Judge Bill Gowan said

he first met her when she had been the
victim of an armed robbery. She worked
the case on her own and brought it to the
sheriff’s department. Sheriff Malcolm
McMillin was so impressed with her that
he gave her a job.

If you earned her loyalty, you had it
for good. When she was working on an
election campaign, she worked whole-
heartedly. 

She had political experience, having
worked as a press secretary for a con-
gressman in Washington, and many who
worked on Hinds County Sheriff Victor
Mason’s campaign said Pittman was the
brains behind a large part of the opera-
tion that got him elected.

“She was one of those rare people who

could relate to people from any walk of
life, from some homeless guy on the
street to people at a formal ball,” said As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Dave Fulcher.
“When you see how many friends she
had and the vast diversity of her friend-
ships, you could tell she was one of kind.”

“This is a sad day for the Sheriff’s De-
partment as we have lost one of our
own,” Maj. Pete Luke said in a short re-
lease put out by the department Satur-
day night. 

She was one of theirs, but she was a
friend to many, and she made a deep im-
pact on so many of those she met in the
metro area. She had allies on both sides 

Veteran Hinds investigator mourned
Pittman, who worked
several high-profile cases,
cared deeply about victims
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COLUMBUS - The Haven is the
perfect place for someone who wants
a house with a story behind it.

So says John Beard, a Realtor and
antiques collector who is working to
sell the cottage, nestled in a shady lot
just across from Trotter Convention
Center and sitting on a hill which, 170
years ago when the home was new,
would have overlooked downtown an-
tebellum Columbus.

“It would do for someone who loves
old historical homes with rooms that
have a character and a story behind
it,” Beard said.

And that story is unique, he said.
Outdating many of the local Greek re-
vival-style antebellum homes built by
white planters, The Haven was com-
missioned — and possibly actually
built by — brothers Thomas and Isaac
Williams, freedmen of color.

The cottage

The home is a raised cottage with a

wooden frame built atop a brick base-
ment, a style that would have been
found along the South Carolina coast.
Though subsequent owners added to
the home throughout the 1800s, that
Carolina Low Country style is still the
preeminent feature of the house.

“Architecturally, it’s interesting in
that regard,” local historian Rufus
Ward said. “But the real interest or
real importance of it is that it was a
freed black family that lived there in
antebellum times.”

That family bought the property
just east of the river in 1843 for $2,400
and built The Haven — probably
themselves, said Ken P’Pool, deputy
state historic preservation officer
with the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History.
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The oldest part of The Haven in Columbus, shown in this picture, is dated to 1843 and was the home of freed slaves from South Carolina
who owned and operated a blacksmith shop out of the house in the 1840s.

See Home, Page 5A
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The Haven in Columbus was the home of
freed slaves Thomas and Isaac Williams.

House in Columbus, built

by and for freedmen, 

a rarity, historian says
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“The real interest or real

importance of it is that it

was a freed black family

that lived there in

antebellum times.”

RUFUS WARD
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History for sale

A Mississippi agency that many peo-
ple describe as a bureaucratic nightmare
is getting a long-needed makeover.

The state Board of Cosmetology re-
cently hired a new executive director,
and she is working to clear up a backlog of
licensing problems.

Technology workers have also fin-
ished the agency’s conversion to a new
computer system to handle licensing ap-
plications for people who earn a living
helping others look good.

The Board of Cosmetology regulates
salons and the people who work there —
cosmetologists, whose jobs include cut-
ting and doing chemical processes to
hair; manicurists, who do nails; estheti-
cians, who do facials and other skin care;
and wigologists, who, as the name sug-
gests, specialize in wig care. The agency
also regulates people who teach those
skills and schools that provide the
courses.

Several legislators say they have been
inundated with complaints about slow li-
censing and horrid customer service
from the Board of Cosmetology under
two previous executive directors.

“We’ve had problems with them the
past several years,” said Republican Sen.
Dean Kirby of Pearl, who has oversight
of the agency as chairman of the Public
Health Committee.

Beauty industry professionals have
complained that their applications for
new licenses, license renewals or license
transfers from other states into Missis-
sippi have sunken into a bureaucratic
morass at the Board of Cosmetology.

Several state senators and representa-
tives say their constituents’ calls and
emails have been ignored by the agency.
Calls from some top lawmakers who are
in charge of the state budget were not re-
turned under previous directors.

Republican Sen. Michael Watson of
Pascagoula said that starting early this
year, he received complaints from people
who were unable to get their licenses, de-
spite passing exams and submitting the
proper paperwork. Watson said his calls
were often not returned before the most
recent director left in May.

“I’m nobody special,” Watson said.
“But, when I’m trying to help a Mississip-
pian, I expect you to respond because
that’s your job.”

Sharon Clark became the new execu-
tive director July 10 after a nearly 30-
year career working in finance, market-
ing and licensing in the private sector and
for other state government agencies. She
told The Associated Press that with the
new computer system now running at the
Board of Cosmetology, she and others on 

ANALYSIS

State
agency
trying to
clip backlog
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If you’re of a certain age, you prob-
ably remember the old “4/40” system
for keeping cool while driving in the
summer months. Driving around at
around 40 miles per hour with all four
windows down got the air moving in the
torrid heat of a Southern summer and
provided a welcome escape for genera-
tions of Mississippians.

While most of us consider air condi-

tioning to be a necessity in our vehicles,
it wasn’t always so. Early automobiles
were uncooled, even as the new air-
conditioning systems (if you could af-
ford them) made homes and businesses
feel like a crisp March morning even in
the dog days of August. In 1933, Pop-
ular Science reported that a New York
company had installed an air condition-
ing unit in a commercially available
vehicle for the first time.

Although not commercially success-
ful at first because of the unwieldy
equipment required, cost and danger of
carbon monoxide poisoning, the idea
took off. In 1953, the new Chrysler Im-
perial featured optional air condition-
ing.

Since then, many more innovations
have made air conditioning a staple on
most vehicles. But many drivers still
are probably not getting the most effec-
tive use of it. Recently, Consumer Re-
ports’ Patrick Olsen wrote a great col-
umn with five tips:

» Don’t pre-cool. Olsen explains that
your car’s air conditioning works much
better when you’re actually driving,
because the faster the engine turns, the
faster the compressor runs, which lets
the system cool more effectively. 

“If the interior is really hot, crank up
the fan when you start driving, and
open just the rear windows for 10 to 20
seconds,” Olsen advises. “This forces
all the hot air out of the cabin. Don’t

open the front windows — that only
moves the heat out of the front of the
car, and it will leave the air in the back
of the cabin hot and stagnant.”

» Go low. Since most vehicle air-
conditioning systems cool the air to
about 38 degrees, if you set the temper-
ature higher, you can be making the
system work harder since it must re-
heat the air. Olsen advises setting the
temp to the lowest setting, then using
the fans to adjust the temperature.

» Don’t recirculate. Most cars have
a “recirculate” button, which takes air
from the front of the cabin and pulls it
back through the system. But while 

Air-conditioning tips: Keep your cool when driving
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