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GraceSturdivant,Au.D.,CCC-A,FAAA
Clinical Audiologist, UMMC

Learn how to prevent and treat hearing loss and
how hearing loss affects brain function.

HearingLoss
andCognitiveDecline 5:30–6:00pm

Check-in&Refreshments
6:00–7:00pm
Program

TheUniversity ofMississippiMedicalCenter | 2500N.State Street | Jackson,Mississippi
NormanC.NelsonStudentUnionBuilding | 2ndFloor -ConferenceRoomsA&B

Please register by
contacting 601.815.4237
ormindcenter@umc.edu.

Presented by
TM

MINDMATTERS
A FREE community education series focused on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias.

©2017 UMMC

When authorities arrested Dr. Steven
Tincher and his girlfriend Lindsay
Peacock on charges of trafficking and
sale of a controlled substance, they is-
sued a routine statement: Further ar-
rests and additional charges are expect-
ed. 

On Thursday, at a news conference at
Brandon Police Department, the top
brass from the Drug Enforcement Ad-

ministration, the Missis-
sippi Bureau of Narcotics
and the Department of
Public Safety joined Bran-
don Police Chief William
Thompson, Rep. Mark
Baker, R-Brandon, and
Rankin County Assistant
District Attorney Brad
Hutto to discuss 10 additional arrests
that stemmed from the Tincher case. 

Even then, Thompson says that’s just
the “close of phase one of this case.”

“It all started with a confidential in-
formant, led right to Tincher’s doorstep
and a search warrant of his residence
and we found the drugs, the prescrip-

tions, we found weapons, we found mon-
ey, a bunch of other things that probably
shouldn’t have been there,” Thompson
said. “Him and his fiancée, Miss Pea-
cock, were involved in this together and
they were obtaining and prescribing ille-
gally.”

Thompson said after the September
arrest of Tincher and Peacock, Roger
Williams, Jennifer Varnes and Meghan

Richardson (ages and
hometowns unavailable)
were all arrested in Octo-
ber and November, which
really started the infor-
mation rolling.

“Upon taking Tincher
into custody, this case just
grew from there and got

bigger and bigger and bigger, and over
the last six to eight months, we’re up to 12
separate arrests, all of them involving
the distribution and trafficking of
opioid-type drugs,” Thompson said.
“This is ongoing. We’re not going to let up

More arrests in opioid case
Investigation into doctor
started with informant
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Tincher Peacock

As I write this, I’ve been watching a
crew working near my front yard, pre-
paring for a fiber-optic cable being laid
in our neighborhood. All around are
colorful little flags, and the sidewalk,
streets and even the grass are criss-
crossed with spray-painted lines in
various colors.

A large truck is parked in front of
my house, and the crew has been using
a high-pressure water stream to rapidly
dig a hole near the street. As the work-
ers blast the dirt and gravel, it’s all
sucked into a large tank mounted on the
truck and results in a deep hole with
clean sides in just a few minutes. Soon,
another crew will be pushing pipes
through the ground to carry the new
cables, and once the work is done, pass-
ersby won’t be able to tell all this activ-
ity has taken place.

It may seem tranquil on the surface,
but below ground it’s a different story.
Starting just inches below ground level
is a maze of water and sewer lines,
electrical lines, cable and fiber, tele-
phone cables and other types of buried
infrastructure used to provide services
to our homes and businesses. Placing
utilities underground has many advan-
tages. Besides avoiding the eyesore of
having pipes and wires running
through the landscape, burying them
can also keep them safe from damage,
and keep us safe from them and their
sometimes-dangerous cargo.

In most cases, this arrangement
works pretty well. But occasionally,
someone hits a buried pipe, wire or
cable, with potentially deadly conse-
quences. The Common Ground Alli-
ance, an organization representing the
underground-utility industry and which
advocates for safe digging practices,
reported in 2015 that 421 people had
died and 1,906 people had been injured
in the preceding two decades from
striking underground utilities. The
incidents had a financial cost as well,
resulting in $1.7 billion in property
damage.

The alliance produces an annual
report called DIRT, short for Damage
Information Reporting Tool. The report
compiles data on damage to under-
ground utilities throughout the U.S. and
Canada. The most recent report (cov-
ering 2015) was released in October,
and noted an encouraging trend: Re-
quests to locate underground utilities
were up significantly during 2015,
while estimated damages from hitting
them were down.

See Moak, Page 8A
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Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

811 averts
underground
utility
disasters
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Five-year-olds Collin Cribbs, left, and Will Baird lead fellow students and parents from Galloway Children’s Center in a Fourth of
July parade Thursday around Galloway United Methodist Church. Jackson police and firefighters escorted the children.

Pint-sized patriotism
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Kenny Foord, 3, waves while being carried by
his mother, Franna Foord, Thursday during
Galloway Children’s Center’s Fourth of July
parade.
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Walker Baird, 3, is carried by father Fortson Baird Thursday during Galloway
Children’s Center’s Fourth of July parade around Galloway United Methodist
Church in Jackson. 
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It’s red, white and blue and flags for a Fourth of July parade.
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Students and parents from Galloway Children’s Center show
their Fourth of July spirit.


