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Olivia Phelps, from left, Weldon Vineyard, Lily Goff, Everett Meaders and Victoria Lamar perform a scene from the biblical story
of Jonah and the whale Friday during Vacation Bible School at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in Jackson. 

Faith and fun

Aubrey Floyd, 8, throws a ball at pins during a game Friday at
Vacation Bible School at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in
Jackson. 

William Wright, 9, pretends to eat “slime” he and other
children made Friday during Vacation Bible School at St.
Philip’s Episcopal Church in Jackson. 

Weldon
Vineyard, 4,

gives his
take during

a scene from
the biblical

story of
Jonah.
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The interest in now-daily flights to
Chicago from the Hattiesburg-Laurel
Regional Airport have been a bit slow
getting off the ground since the service
started June 2.

“Leading up to it, we had a lot of ex-
citement with everybody,” said airport
director Tom Heanue. 

Heanue said there’s been on average
eight to nine customers flying to Chi-
cago each day. 

Even though the passenger numbers
are lower than he had hoped for, Heanue

said it was something he anticipated.
“Being optimistic, it did that when we

changed to Dallas, too,” he said. “It was
slow.

“It’s been slow, but it will pick up.”
Elijah Jones of Hattiesburg recently

took the flight on a return trip to Los An-
geles.

“It was very convenient,” he said. “It
was a very pleasant experience.”

He said the flight is much more con-
venient than leaving from Jackson or
New Orleans, which are both about 100
miles from Hattiesburg.

“It takes 10 minutes to get to the air-
port,” he said.

Jones said his trip to Los Angeles
lasted 18 days, so the Pine Belt airport’s
free parking was a plus. 

“You have to factor that into what you

are paying for your ticket,” he said. “I
think it’s very competitive (pricing).”

Allison Neville of Hattiesburg flies
with a friend to Chicago every other
year. She is a Green Bay Packers fan,
while her friend is a Bears fan, so they
see a football game at Soldier Field one
year and Lambeau Field the next.

“I think it’s a wonderful option,” she
said. “It’s really convenient for some-
body that goes pretty often.”

The airport previously offered two
flights a day to Dallas, which it shares
with Meridian. Now the airport offers
one flight to Dallas and one to Chicago.

The Chicago flight also stops briefly
in Meridian to allow passengers to de-
plane or board.

Jones said he enjoyed the flight, but
wished it was nonstop as opposed to go-

ing through Meridian.
Because of issues with the carrier,

parent company American Airlines de-
cided to take it over and the airport had
to make the change, but it is a positive
one, Heanue said. 

“Although we are losing our frequen-
cy to DFW, picking up another option for
our travelers is helpful for those want-
ing to travel to the Midwest or Eastern
destinations,” he said in an earlier story.

Some flyers who had gotten used to
the convenience of the noon flight to
Dallas aren’t happy with the change, but
Heanue said that will pass in time.

Having dual-hub service is rare for
airports as small as the Pine Belt’s, so
the benefits eventually will outweigh 

Flights to Chicago slow to take off
Less than 10 people fly
from Hattiesburg each day
LICI BEVERIDGE
USA TODAY NETWORK - MISSISSIPPI
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Technology can be a wonderful
thing, and innovations that make ev-
eryday tasks easier can be profitable
for companies selling them. But some-
times, new products can introduce new
risks. Recent research has highlighted
the dangers to adults with dementia
about detergent “pods,” which package
detergent so it’s easier to use.

But first, a little history: A few years
ago, consumer products giant Proctor &
Gamble introduced the Tide Pod, a
concentrated little shrink-wrapped
packet of laundry detergent that re-
moves the need to deal with messy
powders and liquid detergents. Users
simply had to throw the little pod in
with their clothes. The plastic wrap
dissolved slowly in the water, releasing
the detergent at just the right rate. The
technology was soon also being used in
dishwashing detergent, and promised a
host of other uses. Soon, pods were sold
with liquid detergents, as well as pow-
ders.

But it didn’t take long for a problem
to become apparent. Since the pods
were brightly colored and just the right
size for toddlers to mistake for a tasty
treat and pop into their mouths, calls to
poison-control centers began to sky-
rocket. In addition, since the chemicals
they contained were concentrated, they
were more likely to cause poisonings
than other types of detergents. The
Consumer Product Safety Commission
announced that more than 500 kids that
year had to visit emergency rooms
after consuming or chewing on the
pods. In some cases, kids were playing
with them, causing the packaging to
rupture and squirt detergent into their
eyes. In others, ruptured packages led
to kids accidentally inhaling the con-
tents.

In response to the crisis, the indus-
try began changing the products to
make them less colorful and putting
them in opaque containers. But that
didn’t stop the problem from mush-
rooming in the next couple of years. By
2014, the CPSC estimated, at least
17,000 kids had been hurt. The Journal
of Pediatrics studied the problem, and
in 2014 issued its own warning, calling
the pods a “serious poisoning risk to
young children.”

Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

Detergent
pod danger
not limited
to children
Seniors among deaths
related to convenient soap 
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