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Until your child is 4’9”,
use abooster seat every time!

Booster seats:
• Can reduce serious injury in a crash by 45%

• Are recommended by Safe Kids until your child is at least 4’9”tall and 80-100 pounds

• Are required by Mississippi law until your childis at least 4’9”tall and at least 65 pounds

For a free booster seat check to make sure yours is installed correctly, call 601.815.6212.

Brought to you by the Kohl’s Happy Healthy Kids Program and Children’s of Mississippi.

A judge is rejecting a lawsuit filed
by two Democratic Mississippi legisla-
tors who claimed a law letting gover-
nors make midyear budget cuts is un-

constitutional.
Hinds County Chancery Judge Pa-

tricia Wise ruled Friday, only two
weeks after Rep. Bryant Clark of Pick-
ens and Sen. John Horhn of Jackson
had sued.

Her quick ruling came after lawyers
for both sides agreed in a Wednesday
hearing to allow Wise to rule on the
merits of the case immediately.

The ruling could lead to an appeal to

the state Supreme Court.
The lawmakers said the cuts violate

the separation of powers, which re-
serves budget-writing power to legisla-
tors. 

Republican Gov. Phil Bryant said
they’re wrong about the state constitu-
tion, and that the governor is clearly
authorized to spend less than the maxi-
mum amount appropriated by lawmak-
ers.

Judge rejects suit
over budget cuts
Case: Reductions violate
separation of powers 
JEFF AMY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PICAYUNE - Payton Frierson, 22, is
well known in the community; with a
friendly smile, and a gentle nature, the
stories of his antics have become pop-
ular on Facebook.

His mother, Pam, said Payton was
born with microcephaly, which results
in the brain developing smaller than
normal. But that hasn’t stopped him
from catching the hearts of Pearl River
County residents or from aspiring to
join the police force.

Since he was 3-years-old he’s had an
obsession with various things in life. At
first it was anything with stars and
stripes, then it was stop signs and sto-
plights. Finally he became obsessed
with police officers at age 5, an obses-
sion that has endured ever since.

Payton was diagnosed with micro-
cephaly early on, and doctors told the
family he may not live to be an adult. At
six weeks of age, doctors feared he
would only have the use of his brain
stem, fearing the other parts of the or-
gan had not developed. But later their
fears were allayed, but his brain was
still smaller than it should be. Pam said
his IQ is about 44, but socially he excels.
At age 3 his parents taught him how to
communicate using sign language be-

cause he couldn’t speak. Today, he
speaks with confidence.

Pam, a retired educator from the
Pearl River Central School District,
helped make her son famous locally by
sharing stories of his adventures with
the students and staff. When he became
old enough to attend classes, he spent a
lot of time in her classroom. And when
social media became popular, a new out-
let for her stories brought Payton’s sto-
ries to a wider audience.

Today, Payton still has plans to be-
come a police officer. In her attempts to
dissuade him from a goal he won’t be
able to attain, Pam said she’s informed
him of the numerous requirements in
joining the force.

Aside from saying he’s not old
enough to get a driver’s license, or join
the academy, Pam told Payton that one
of the requirements to become a police
officer is to be sprayed with pepper
spray.

“How do you convince a young adult
with this disability he can’t be a police
officer?” Pam said.

But, Payton found a way to pass that
test without actually going to the acad-
emy.

Earlier this month, Pam shared a
Facebook post about how he managed to
pass the test. According to the post dat-
ed May 8, Payton used a prepaid debit
card to order some packages from an
online retailer a few weeks prior. On
May 8, his sister and caregiver, Lindsey
Fricke, opened the boxes to search for

information in order to return the
items. Inside the packages she found a
number of items, one of which was pep-
per spray. As Fricke was searching his
online account to contact the seller,
somehow Payton took possession of the
pepper spray, made his way to the bath-
room and tested the self-defense prod-
uct on himself.

“If he gets away from me, there’s
damage to be done,” Pam said.

It wasn’t until he came back into the
room and said, “I did it, I sprayed my-
self,” that the family became aware of
what he’d done.

Once the shock wore off, they
brought him into the bathroom to wash
out his eyes. He would later wear the
red marks under his eyes with pride.

Since he sprayed the product in the
home, it filled with the fumes and ev-
eryone in the household soon became
affected. Fricke said Payton wasn’t
even bothered by the pain, he was just
proud he passed the pepper spray test.

After posting the story of Payton
pepper spraying himself, Pam said she
was contacted by Det. Christa Groom at
the Picayune Police Department, ask-
ing to see Payton. When the family ar-
rived, the department presented him
with an honorary certificate for the
“voluntary completion of the require-
ments for O.C. spray” along with some
other goodies.

Pam said her stories about Payton’s
adventures continue to gain popularity
on social media.
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Payton Frierson, 22, second from right, stands with Lindsey Fricke, left, his mother, Pam Frierson, second from left, and Irene Farmer, right, in
Picayune. Payton was born with microcephaly, but this has not stopped him from aspiring to join the police force. 

Miss. man won’t let
challenges stop him
Disability doesn’t deter
dream to join police force
JEREMY PITTARI
THE PICAYUNE ITEM

March 18, 2013, was a date many
Mississippians are unlikely to forget.
That day, a cold front rolled through the
state, bringing with it severe thunder-
storms and hail as large as baseballs.

Roofs throughout the region sus-
tained heavy damage, and vehicles
parked outside faced a merciless pum-
meling which resulted in shattered
windshields and severe body damage.
Within a couple of weeks, Insurance
Commissioner Mike Chaney noted at
the time, vehicle owners had filed more
than 31,000 insurance claims. Local
body shops found themselves inun-
dated with repair jobs.

The crisis illustrated the often-com-
plex landscape of the auto repair indus-
try, often the subject of myths and
miscommunications resulting in frus-
tration for all involved. Over the past
several years, the auto repair and insur-
ance providers have been taking a look
at ways the two industries can make
the process better. Last August, At-
torney General Jim Hood convened the
Mississippi Auto Repair Task Force,
bringing together representatives from
the Mississippi Insurance Department,
body shops, insurers, auto manufactur-
ers, aftermarket parts manufacturers
and others to “find common ground on
best practices for the future and dis-
cuss concerns and desires to better
meet the needs of consumers.”

Their work has resulted in a publica-
tion called the Consumer’s Guide to
Insurance and Auto Body Repair. “Our
Consumer Protection Division receives
complaints from consumers about dis-
putes between insurance companies
and collision repair shops,” Hood noted.
“Our goal is to help consumers be
aware of issues and understand their
rights in the repair process.”

“To say this is a monumental day
would be an understatement,” noted the
Mississippi Collision Repair Associa-
tion on its Facebook page following the
release of the guide and urging its
members to download and distribute it.
“…This is a testament to the good that
can come when shops, insurance com-
panies, parts makers, and regulators
come to the table for the good of con-
sumers.”

The guide covers a wide variety of
topics, including what consumers
should know when selecting a body
repair shop; understanding the differ-
ence between original equipment and
other types of parts and the implica-
tions of that choice; and what to do
after the repairs are completed.

Although the guide’s publication
received general support from the
industry, some dissented. In a state-
ment on its website, the Property Casu-
alty Insurers Association of America
said it could potentially cause confusion
and “mislead” consumers.

“Because of the likelihood of confu-
sion for consumers, PCI cannot sign on
to or otherwise support the Guide,” said
the statement, attributed to Joe Woods,
PCI vice president for state govern-
ment relations. “While PCI generally
appreciates all efforts to educate con-
sumers on auto body repairs, we are
disappointed with the Consumer Guide
to Auto Body Repair recently issued by
Attorney General Hood. Principally,
PCI is concerned that the Guide may
confuse and mislead consumers and
body shops because it differs signifi-
cantly from repair requirements pro-
scribed by Mississippi law and from
directives issued by the Mississippi
Department of Insurance.”

To download a copy of the guide,
visit http://bit.ly/2rjLTLl.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

Auto Repair
Task Force
issues guide
for consumers


