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Authorities are looking for a suspect
they say shot a man in the head and left
him in the middle of the road in Stone-
wall.

Stonewall Police Chief Mike Street
said around 7 a.m. Saturday morning he
got a call about a shooting from inside a
vehicle. When he got to the scene, he said

he spoke with a witness
who had been riding in-
side that vehicle and had
jumped out.

The witness “stated
Joshua Miller shot John-
ny James,” Street said.

Joshua Allen Miller is
wanted for capital murder in the death of
Johnny Wayne James. Street said Miller
drove about a half mile up the road from
there and allegedly threw James’ body
out into the road. 

Clarke County Sheriff Todd Kemp
told reporters that the victim was laying

on the yellow line on County Road 350
with a gunshot wound to the head.

Miller was last seen last seen around
10:30 p.m. Saturday at the Magnolia Mo-
tel on Highway 11 in Jones County. 

He was driving a 2007 light tan or
light green Nissan Pathfinder with Lau-
derdale County, Mississippi tag LCY 891
until it was recovered early Sunday
morning in Jones County, according to
sheriff’s department spokeswoman Al-
lyson Knotts. 

Kemp told The Clarion-Ledger the
Pathfinder was stuck on the side of the
interstate, so it’s believed that Miller is

on foot and in the Jones County area.
Miller is 5-foot, 9-inches tall and 150

pounds.
Miller has relatives in Lauderdale

County and Hattiesburg, on the Gulf
Coast, and in Texas, officials said.

“Why they were here is under investi-
gation, none of them are from here,”
Kemp told reporters.

If you see Miller, do not try to ap-
proach him. He is believed to be armed
and dangerous.

Capital murder suspect on the run
Miller last seen in Jones
County in a Nissan SUV
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Last week, I ran across an old scrap-
book, full of little pieces from my past.
As I meandered through the ticket
stubs, cards and letters, each one
dredged up memories and emotions I
had packed away.

There was a stub from my first
music concert, tickets to football
games, a letter of acceptance to col-
lege and mementos from events the
details of which were long gone. Some
of the scraps went all the way back to
my childhood, each holding its pre-
cious little cargo of memory.

Among the artifacts on those pages
was my original green-and-white Mis-
sissippi driver’s license from 1980. Its
edges were cracked and the print a
little faded, but the plastic card was
still pretty much intact. There was no
photo; just the facts about my birth-
date, my height and weight, my ad-
dress and a few other nuggets of in-
formation. At the time, I gave no
thought to the fact that my driver’s
license number was the same as my
Social Security number. In fact, almost
no one did at the time.

But the use of the Social Security
number has become a problem be-
cause it’s been used by criminals to
commit identity theft. This week, one
of the last major holdouts on using
Social Security numbers on its cards
has announced it’ll be phasing that
practice out. The Center for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, which runs the
two programs, announced the Social
Security numbers will be replaced
soon for its 57.7 million Medicare re-
cipients. The action is being taken to
meet a Congress-imposed deadline to
remove Social Security numbers on all
Medicare cards by April 2019.

In place of than identifying infor-
mation, each Medicare beneficiary will
be assigned a new, randomly generat-
ed number called a Medicare Benefi-
ciary Number, consisting of a mix of
upper-and lower-case letters. CMS will
start mailing out cards with the new
numbers in April 2018, and says it will
work to educate participants about
how to destroy their old cards and
keep their information private.

“We’re taking this step to protect
our seniors from fraudulent use of
Social Security numbers, which can
lead to identity theft and illegal use of
Medicare benefits,” CMS Adminis-
trator Seema Verma said in a news
release. “We want to be sure that Medi-
care beneficiaries and health care
providers know about these changes
well in advance and have the informa-
tion they need to make a seamless
transition.”

Regulators, advocates and even
members of Congress have urged CMS
for many years to make the change,
but it’s been long in coming. “The So-
cial Security number is the key to
identity theft, and thieves are having a
field day with seniors’ Medicare
cards,” Rep. Sam Johnson, R-Texas,
told the New York Times in 2015.

CMS officials have cited a variety
of reasons for the delays, including the
refocusing of resources to implement
Healthcare.gov, the website that regis-
ters participants for services provided
under the Affordable Care Act.

Although their use for identity theft
has exploded in the past few decades,
Social Security numbers have never
really been very secure. Although the
number was designed for a specific
purpose — identifying participants in
the Social Security System set up in 

Another
path cut off
for identity
thieves
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PICAYUNE - A year ago Todd Gig-
glio, a teacher at the Picayune School
District’s Career and Technology Cen-
ter, made a visit to his alma mater in
Bogalusa, La., that would wind up
changing the life of one young girl.

During that visit to Annunciation
Catholic School, he showed the stu-
dents some of the things that can be
created using a 3D printer. One of
those things was a prosthetic hand. It
was then that one of the students
asked how much such an item would
cost. Gigglio said to purchase a profes-
sionally made prosthetic hand could
cost as much as $30,000, but he was
able to print one using a 3D printer for
about $20. The little boy then asked
Gigglio if he gave him $10 if he could
print a hand for a girl he knew who
was born without her left hand.

It was then that Gigglio decided on
his next long-term project.

Two students, Jeremy Thorman
and Noah Pittman, picked up the pro-
ject and ran with it. Once the measure-
ments were taken of the girl’s wrist
and files were downloaded from a non-
profit website devoted to printing
hands and arms for those in need, the
project began to take shape. Thorman
said it took about two days of printing
the parts and another day to assemble
the entire hand. But the time leading
up to that point took about a year, Gig-
glio said.

Last week the completed hand was
presented to 11-year-old Eden Watts, a
student at the Bogalusa school.

As she tinkered with the prosthesis,
a smile ran across her face. Just after
receiving her new gift, she set out in a
crowd of her fellow classmates to
show it off. Students crowded around
her to get a peek and touch the hand
made of plastic, dental bands and dou-
ble-wound fishing line.

It took some adjustments and some
practice, but by the following week,
she was picking up plastic cups, as dis-
played in a video posted to social
media. Gigglio showed the video to the
Picayune School District’s Board of
Trustees during a meeting. In the
video, as she picked up the cup, the

smile seen a week ago was much more
pronounced.

The hand is pretty simple in con-
cept. It works by the compression of
the device when Watts bends the wrist
on her left arm. That compression
transfers down the fishing line to the
fingers, causing them to close around
objects. Printed in her favorite hue,
purple, she said the gift was “very
cool.”

The files to print the hand are free,
easily located on a website called en-
ablingthefuture.org. For those with-
out access to a 3D printer, hands can
be ordered through the website and
mailed to the recipient, Gigglio said.

Gigglio’s contribution to the school
has inspired Annunciation Catholic

School Technology Coordinator Derik
Thompson to expedite his long-term
plan to create a place in the library for
children to interact with technology
such as 3D printers.

“I love partnering with anyone to
help the students,” Gigglio said.
“That’s what it’s all about.”

Jeremy Thorman has graduated
and plans to attend Pearl River Com-
munity College to seek a degree in ma-
chining.

Pittman also plans to attend PRCC
upon graduation, but said he doesn’t
yet know what career path he will
take.

Gigglio said if there are local fam-
ilies in need of a prosthetic hand, he is
willing to help them, as well.
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Eden Watts, center, with students, from left, Noah Pittman and Jeremy Thorman, along with Annunciation Catholic School Technology
Coordinator Derik Thompson and Picayune High School Teacher Todd Gigglio, in Picayune on May 19. 

Tech center uses a 3D
printer to build new hand
JEREMY PITTARI
THE PICAYUNE ITEM

JEREMY PITTARI/THE PICAYUNE ITEM, VIA AP

Noah Pittman, left, presents Eden Watts with her new 3D printed hand in Picayune on May
19. What began as a child’s request to make a hand for Watts became a reality.

Mississippi students
make girl’s dream reality


