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SPECIALIZED
CARE FORKIDS,
BECAUSE EVERY
KID IS SPECIAL.
WithMississippi’s only children’s
hospital plus clinics statewide, we’re
here for every Mississippi kid.

Learn more atmississippikids.org

Children’s of Mississippi is part of
the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

©2016 UMMC

This Sunday, the 71st annual Tony
Awards with have a dash of Southern fla-
vor when acclaimed Mississippi native
James Earl Jones is honored with a spe-
cial Tony for lifetime achievement.

A two-time Tony winner and native of
Arkabulia, Jones has had a career that

has spanned more than 60 years.
The three-hour Tony Awards are tele-

vised Sunday on CBS at 7 P.M. 
Critics have acclaimed Jones as “one

of America’s most distinguished and ver-
satile actors” and “one of the greatest ac-
tors in American history.” He also has,
arguably, the most distinguished and
memorable voice in entertainment histo-
ry.

Jones left Mississippi in his teens for
New York City where he followed in the
footsteps of his equally famous father,
Robert Earl Jones. He made his Broad-
way debut in 1958 in Dore Schary’s “Sun-
rise at Campobello,” opposite Ralph Bel-
lamy as Franklin Roosevelt.

Jones has appeared in 20 Broadway
plays since, garnering four Tony nomi-
nations. He won in 1969 for his acclaimed
performance as boxer Jack Jefferson in
“The Great White Hope,” which he revis-
ited in the 1970 film adaptation, receiv-
ing an Oscar nomination; and in 1987 as
Troy Maxson in “Fences.”

His classic stage roles include Eu-
gene O’Neill’s “The Iceman Cometh” in
1973, “Paul Robeson” in 1978, which he
later presented on TV, “Othello” in the
1982 revival, “On Golden Pond” (2005),
the 2008 revival of “Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof” as Big Daddy, and the 2010 revival
of “Driving Miss Daisy.” He was honored
with a special Oscar in 2012.

His TV career, including seven Emmy
nominations and a 1991 win, began in
1952, when he was one of the first actors
to break the color barrier in daytime
soaps with his appearance on “Guiding
Light.”

Jones has a roster of hundreds of TV
and film roles that include “Dr. Strange-
love or How I Learned to Stop Worrying
and Love the Bomb” (1964), “Claudine”
(1974), “Roots: The Next Generation”
(1979) as Alex Haley, “Coming to Amer-
ica” (1988), “Field of Dreams” (1989), the
voice of Mufasa in “The Lion King”
(1994), and, of course, the voice of Darth
Vader in the Star Wars franchise.

Tony Awards to honor Mississippian
James Earl Jones’
career has spanned
more than 60 years
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An alligator suns on a log in Mayes Lake in LeFleur’s Bluff State Park recently. 

GATOR’S DAY OUT

With millions of Americans deeply in
debt, many are looking for a lifeline to
help them deal with it. Statistics re-
leased around the end of 2016 showed
that Americans’ personal debt had ex-

ploded by $460 billion, the biggest in-
crease in nearly a decade and bringing
total indebtedness dangerously close to
the record-setting 2008 levels of $12.7
trillion.

Such debt makes some Americans
vulnerable to promises of relief from
their crushing load, and millions are
getting robocalls and marketing pitches
from both established companies and
fly-by-night scam artists. Many of these
schemes target seniors, many on fixed
incomes who are already carrying

heavy debt loads. But this week, the
Federal Trade Commission and the
Florida attorney general shuttered one
tangled operation that pitched “worth-
less” credit card rate reduction pro-
grams to millions.

Orlando-based “Card Member Ser-
vices,” doing business as Payless Solu-
tions, allegedly set up robocalls that
promised that consumers could pay off
their debt faster and cheaper in ex-
change for up-front fees ranging from
$300 to nearly $5,000. But, according to

authorities, it was all too good to be
true.

A federal district court judge last
week signed eight orders against the
operation, the agencies announced last
week, stemming from a joint complaint
against the operation, which ran from
2011 until the 2015 complaint.

The operation is accused of claiming
that consumers could save at least
$2,500 in a short period of time if they 

Robocall ring targeting seniors shut down
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