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Holders of $100, $500,
$1000, and $5000 casino
chips from Harrah’s Gulf
Coast located at 280 Beach
Blvd, Biloxi MS are hereby
notified that pursuant to the
receipt of new chips, all
$100, $500, $1000, and
$5000 casino chips will be
redeemed at the main
cashier cage at Harrah’s
Gulf Coast located at 280
Beach Blvd, Biloxi, MS
39530 for a period of 120
days ending May 31, 2017.

0200511643-01

tices, who could say the
2006 law requiring full
funding turns out to be
less than airtight, but that
the Legislature isn’t vio-
lating it.

The state’s written
brief included that argu-
ment, but Assistant At-
torney General Justin
Matheny barely men-
tioned it Wednesday.

Instead, he told justices
that not only are legisla-
tors free to ignore MAEP,
but that legislators may
also turn a blind eye to
other laws, instead of
amending them.

For example, Matheny
said lawmakers were
free to ignore a law that
requires them to budget
only 98 percent of pro-
jected revenues. Law-
makers have frequently
amended that law to al-
low themselves to spend
more on a year-by-year
basis, but have never

ignored it.
“That may be good

housekeeping, and that
may be good in terms of
fiscal planning, but the
Legislature doesn’t have
to go in there and do that
in order to be able to
exercise its appropria-
tions discretion,” Mathe-
ny said.

At one point, Matheny
told Justice Josiah Cole-
man that lawmakers
don’t need a continuing
funding formula at all,
but could parcel out mon-
ey in yearly appropria-

tions bills. That seemed
to contradict mandates in
the state constitution
saying lawmakers must
provide for schools in
general law, and that
such legislation can’t be
“engrafted” onto appro-
priations bills.

Matheny also implied
that the Mississippi Con-
stitution requires some
sort of minimum funding
amount, but that shorting
the funding formula
wasn’t severe enough to
trigger a constitutional
violation.

“We’re not talking
about some year when
the Legislature has en-
tirely failed to appropri-
ate any money for educa-
tional funding,” he said.

That’s significant
because constitutional
passage that requires
support of schools says
that support is “upon
such conditions and limi-
tations as the Legislature
may prescribe.” Sup-
porters of the unsuccess-
ful 2015 state constitu-
tional amendment aimed
at requiring full funding

believed the clause would
be fatal to any state court
challenge seeking more
money, motivating part
of their efforts behind
Initiative 42.

All this may not mat-
ter in the end. Justices
seemed receptive to the
idea that it wasn’t their
role to tell the legislative
branch what to do, mean-
ing they could rule for
the state to preserve the
separation of powers. But
after Wednesday, that
outcome seems a little
less certain.
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“I remember smiling
and telling him that I was
proud of him for having
lofty goals,” Lewis re-
calls. “But, I also remem-
ber thinking to myself —
‘how cute it was that this
poor child from rural Mis-
sissippi thinks that he will
go to such an impressive
and expensive univer-
sity.’ Fast forward four
years — Hunter has been
accepted to Harvard Uni-
versity with almost a full
scholarship.”

Mollett hasn’t been
alone on his long journey
to the Ivy League.

Along with Lewis, Eng-
lish teacher Sharon Prat-
er is one of the people who
was instrumental in mak-
ing sure he made it to
school.

“Hunter is an excep-
tion to the rule — I don’t
know what else the Lord
could have put in his way
that Hunter wouldn’t have
got around,” Prater said.
“Yes, he has had help, but
Hunter is the marker to
his own success. He is
what motivates us to be
better.”

Enterprise High
School Guidance Counsel-
or Kathy Dedwylder said
when she first learned of

Mollett’s living situation,
he was living with differ-
ent families — once in a
student’s backyard in a
camper. One summer, he
went to Meridian with his
parents where they lived
on the street, slept on park
benches and lived in a
homeless shelter.

He came back to school
at the end of his sopho-
more year, then lived with
some people he didn’t
know and had no way to
get to school.

Dedwylder said those
obstacles didn’t stop Mol-
lett’s drive to overcome
his situation.

“Hunter has never
used his situation as a
crutch — he tackles every
problem with a certain
amount of laughter be-
cause if he quit laughing,
he would cry, and he will
not give in to that de-
spair,” Dedwylder said.
“He doesn’t talk about
what he has been through
but when you get down se-
rious it is not so funny, but
he doesn’t dwell on it
long.”

One summer, when
Mollett didn’t have a place
to live, EHS band director
Mark Edwards opened his
home to him.

“My goal was to get
him through the sum-
mer,” Edwards says. “He
needed stability and for
those eight months, my
wife and I gave it to him.

He knew where he was go-
ing to eat and sleep — and
was the first time he ever
had a room to himself. He
had a bed that was his, he
got to paint his room, and
he could shut the door and
listen to his music. He had
rules and I treated him
just like my father treated
me — he was a member of
our family and sometimes
called me Dad, still does.”

Before Mollett leaves
for Harvard, he’ll take a
trip to Chicago with the
Mississippi Lions Allstate
Band as one of 24 trum-
peters selected.

“He beat over 100 of
the best trumpet players
in Mississippi,” Edwards
said. “He is the first band
member from Enterprise
in over 10 years to be in
the Lions band. Music is a
passion of his, a release,
and a getaway. You know
if he has those head-
phones in, either some-
thing’s wrong, or some-
thing good has happened.
I can pick up on that.”

Eyes on the prize

In spite of tremendous
trials, Mollett scored 34
on the ACT, which earned
him the title of Star Stu-
dent. He also achieved the
second highest GPA at the
school and, when he
wasn’t studying, founded
an annual “LOVE” pro-
ject, which aims to recog-

nize school employees.
“This year he came to

me and said ‘let’s do some-
thing for the cafeteria
workers or the mainte-
nance guys, or the people
who work in the bus
barn’,” Lewis said. “Let’s
do something for the ones
that don’t get recognized.
The club loved the idea
and we had a wonderful
LOVE project.”

One of the keys to Mol-
lett’s success may be his
attitude — he says he tries
to be a happy-go-lucky
person and not think
about the negatives in his
life.

“The hardest thing has
been all my friends are
like the richest people at
the school,” Mollett said.
“They talk about going to
the movies and bowling
with their friends all the
time. Then the fact I live
40 miles away from all of
them, I feel disconnected.
It kind of bothers me, but
they don’t treat me any
differently. They include
me when they can.”

Lewis says Mollett has
the rare combination of
intellect and emotional
awareness.

“Hunter is absolutely
brilliant and has this in-
credible balance of empa-
thy and ambition,” she
said. “He is smart and am-
bitious and wants to do his
best but does not compete
with the other kids. He

doesn’t look for recogni-
tion or to be the center of
attention. He’s happy for
the ones who do well —
that’s his nature. I think
it is amazing that the one
with the least basic pro-
visions is the one with
the most generous
heart.”

Visiting the school

Mollett visited Har-
vard in March for fresh-
man orientation. Without
the means to make the
trip, the faculty at EHS
took up a collection to
pay his way.

Mollett describes his
first experience on the
school’s campus as cul-
ture shock.

“The first time I was
disappointed because
when I got there it was
raining, gray and very
depressing,” Mollett re-
called. “So, I started
walking to try and find
my way to the motel and
noticed this nice square
with all of these nice
buildings around it-
…that’s when I looked up
and saw a flag that said
‘Harvard.’ Everything
up here is so beautiful
like all the old style
buildings. It was just
awesome.

Looking ahead

Down the road, Mol-

lett said he wants to have a
large family.

“I don’t want to spoil my
kids, but I will make sure
they have what they need,”
he said.

For now, Mollett plans to
leave for Harvard some-
time in August. He’s look-
ing forward to being in a
place he can call home with
pinewood floors and fire-
places.

And while the young
man has had a lot of support
in his short life, Dedwylder
credits divine intervention
for sending him from East
Mississippi to the Ivy
League.

“So many pieces came
together and it was all or-
chestrated by God or it
couldn’t have happened,”
she said. “There was a di-
vine hand that moved
things around for this child
to be OK.”

Harvard
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lennials really do have
high expectations of
gaining financial inde-
pendence and getting off
their parents’ payroll.”

There were a few

regional and political
differences. Republicans,
on average, believe
someone should be able
to afford their own car a
few months prior to their
20th birthday. That’s
almost three years earli-
er than the average Dem-
ocrat’s response. As for
when they should be
responsible for their own

cellphone bills, the aver-
age answer from millen-
nials was 18, while their
parents felt their kids
should pay their own
cellphone bills around
age 20.

Midwestern parents in
general favored closing
the “bank of Mom and
Dad” for housing costs at
22 1⁄2, two years earlier
than for Northeastern
parents (24 1⁄2). Southern
parents were at the lower
end of the scale, saying
they planned to help with
housing until the age of
23.

But these are really
just statistics. Individual
results may vary, as each

child is different and
unique. I know parents
whose kids left the fi-
nancial “nest” just after
high school, while others
are still paying most of
their kids’ bills well after
they’ve left college.
Some of that is probably
due to the parents’ un-
willingness to cut the
apron strings, but the
situation is often more
complicated than it
would appear at first
glance. Most parents I
know are generous to a
fault with their kids
(even to the point of en-
abling their continued
dependence).

This seems clear: We

parents are likely to
bear the fruit of what
we sowed when our kids
were growing up, plus a
generous helping of
whatever unique traits
God gave them. They
learn our habits — good
and bad — from watch-
ing us, but what they do
with that knowledge is
as unique as they are.
As with any generation,
this one will have its
share of successes, its
share of failures, times
they’ll make us proud
and times they’ll dis-
appoint us. Chances are,
they’ll one day have
similar concerns about
their own kids’ genera-
tion, and maybe they’ll
realize we gave them
our best.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.
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of Louisv i l le,  passed
on Wednesday, May 17.
2017. Beck Funeral Home
of Louisville in charge of ar-
rangements.

Bettie L. Hudson

GRADY C. COTHEN 
11:00 AM Tuesday
Graveside Service 

Roseberry Baptist Church 
Cemetery Knoxville, TN 

EARLENE 
LANGFORD

1:00 PM Saturday (June 3)
Trinity Episcopal Church 

(Hattiesburg)
Burial: Highland Cemetery

Visit: 11:00 AM Saturday, June 
3 @ Church

THOMAS  LARRY 
TILLER 

11:00 AM Wednesday 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal 

Cathedral 
Burial: Chapel of the Cross 
Episcopal Church Cemetery 
Visit: 9:30 AM Wednesday @ 

Parish Hall 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal 

Cathedral 

ROY A. WINDUS
 Services To Be Announced 

MARY W. TREST
Services To Be Announced 

again.”
Veeder said the trash

comes from fishermen,
people who leave beer
bottles and trash that
flows up above the spill-
way. 

“All of the things con-
tinue to contribute,” she
said.

Braman said she picks
up trash ranging from
bait containers to broken
glass but said the majority
is single-use plastic bot-
tles and Styrofoam cups. 

According to the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency, trash, packaging
and improperly disposed
waste from sources on
land account for 80 per-
cent of the marine debris
found on beaches during

cleanup and surveys. The
majority of that, one-third
to two-thirds of the debris,
comes from single-use,
disposable plastic pack-
aging from food and bev-
erage-related goods and
services.

Williams said the eco-
nomic impact alone has
far-reaching ramifica-
tions. With the U.S. gov-
ernment spending $11 bil-
lion annually on litter, “it
clearly takes resources
away from other needs,”
he said. 

To help combat the is-
sue, Braman created a so-
cial media campaign. On
Take2Miss, Braman en-
courages people to pick
up at least two pieces of
trash each day and then
post the photo of their ef-
fort to the group’s Face-
book page. The response
has been overwhelming,
she said, with people post-
ing not just from Missis-

sippi but also all over the
world. 

“It’s kind of fun for peo-
ple to take responsibility
and ownership for their
own community instead
of just complaining about
the trash problem,” she
said. “This is a problem in
almost every single com-
munity … I’m hoping that
our community can band
together to at least try to
stop the flow of these ma-
terials down river to the
Gulf.”

While the response on
the Take2Miss page has
been encouraging, Bra-
man said it has also been
heartbreaking. 

“I have pictures of a
Canadian goose sitting on
her nest and there are
plastic bait containers all
around her and she’s us-
ing fishing line to make
her nest,” she said.

Williams said the im-
pact of marine litter is

devastating to animals.
“Animals can ingest

small pieces of plastic,
and mammals in particu-
lar are attracted to pack-
aging litter that has con-
tained food,” he said. “An-
imals can also become
trapped in the trash,
which can have impacts

on their development and
lead to death, malnutri-
tion and other difficulties.
Marine trash and litter, in
general, can and does
cause disease, death and
injury to wildlife and
aquatic animals.”

Standing on the bank of
the Pearl River, Braman

gestured as a bird flew
overhead and swooped
down to the water.

“It’s amazingly beauti-
ful out here,” she said.
“Mississippi is unbeliev-
ably gorgeous, and I think
we all have a responsibil-
ity to try and keep it that
way.”

ELIJAH BAYLIS/THE CLARION-LEDGER

Non-biodegradable trash accumulates on the banks of the Pearl River near Belhaven in Jackson. 
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