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Few political observers think former
Gov. Ronnie Musgrove has much
chance of winning his lawsuit trying to
force the Legislature to spend the full
amount demanded by Mississippi’s

school funding formula.
It’s a heavy lift to persuade a gener-

ally conservative state Supreme Court
to order lawmakers to spend hundreds
of millions more.

But when the attorney general’s
office stands up in front of justices and
says legislators aren’t bound to obey
laws that they themselves passed, may-
be Musgrove’s chances get a little bet-
ter.

That’s one takeaway from last week’s
oral argument before the high court on

the lawsuit brought by 21 school dis-
tricts. The districts want judges to or-
der the state to pay them $236 million
that the districts say they were shorted
in budget years 2010 through 2015 when
lawmakers didn’t fully fund the Mis-
sissippi Adequate Education Program
formula.

But beyond that is another $1.4 bil-
lion that other school districts could
seek if the plaintiffs win their case.
Plus, the districts want judges to order
the Legislature to never underfund the

formula again. That would cost next
year’s state budget more than $200
million above the $2.2 billion Mississip-
pi will already spend.

The Attorney General’s Office won
the case in Hinds County Chancery
Court in part by arguing that another
passage in the law contemplates years
when lawmakers will appropriate less
than the amount demanded by the for-
mula. That’s a cleaner way out for jus-
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Can lawmakers ignore the law?
Argument in school
funding suit says yes
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ENTERPRISE — Hunter Mollett hasn’t
had an easy life.

Not too long ago, the young man was living
in a trailer without power or water with just a
griddle to cook on, and no food. He’d spend his
nights on a park bench in hot, humid weather
with mosquitoes biting him as he tried to
sleep.

“The longest I remember going without
food was four days,” Mollett recalls. “My par-
ents got a bag of frozen peas that someone had
put up way long ago. We cooked those and
mixed up some cornmeal with water and fried
it. That was the best meal I had eaten in my
life. I never want to be without food again.”

Things are better these days, since the sen-
ior at Enterprise High School got word he was
accepted into one of the most prestigious uni-
versities in the world — Harvard University
in Cambridge, Mass.

Mollett plans to study biomedical engi-
neering and pursue his dream of being a car-
diothoracic surgeon.

“Going to Harvard has always been a
dream of mine ever since I was in fourth
grade,” Mollett remembers. “I can remember
watching the show ‘Boston Legal’ and asking
my mom how they became a lawyer, to which
she replied, ‘They went to Harvard.’”

Looking back

Having been abandoned by his parents by
his junior year, Mollett has lived like a nomad,

moving between caring faculty members, ex-
tended family and friends, according to Jac-
queline Lewis, his Algebra I teacher and Na-
tional Honor Society sponsor.

She remembers the young man as a dishev-
eled and poverty-stricken 14-year-old when
he entered the ninth grade.

On his first day in Lewis’s class, the fresh-
man told her he was going to Harvard.
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Hunter Mollett of Enterprise has been accepted into one of the most prestigious universities in the world — Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass.

HOMELESS
TO HARVARD
Hunter Mollett, who once had only a park bench to sleep on, wants to be a surgeon 
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“Hunter has never used his situation as a crutch — he tackles every

problem with a certain amount of laughter because if he quit

laughing, he would cry, and he will not give in to that despair. He

doesn’t talk about what he has been through but when you get

down serious it is not so funny, but he doesn’t dwell on it long.”

KATHY DEDWYLDER 
ENTERPRISE HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE COUNSELOR 
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Perhaps more than any generation in
history, millennials have been the sub-
ject of intense scrutiny. The millennial
generation (loosely defined as people
born between the 1980s and early
2000s) has been studied endlessly,
stereotyped mercilessly and subjected
to low expectations. While some of the
common beliefs about millennials are
probably true, many are likely not.

In an article in Forbes magazine in

September, writer Caroline Beaton
identified six prevailing myths about
millennials that should be retired.
Among them, Beaton suggested, are
that they can’t live without their par-
ents; that they’re chronically unem-
ployed; that they’re lazy; that they’re
sex-crazed marriage-phobes; that
they’re born entrepreneurs; and that
they shun the traditional workplace and
just want to work from home.

Statistics, however, don’t seem to
bear out all those preconceptions. In
fact, most millennials are a lot more
like previous generations than we pre-
viously thought. For example, research
has indicated that, while millennials are
living at home much longer, a lot of
those are in college and many are living

in college dorms (which are counted as
“home” by the U.S. Census Bureau).
Another example: While you wouldn’t
have to look far to support a belief that
millennials are lazy, look closer and
you’ll find millennials putting their
noses to the proverbial grindstone as
they start their careers, some working
longer hours than even their parents.

And in one area, many millennials
are holding themselves to standards of
financial independence that exceed
their parents’ expectations. Bankrate-
.com commissioned a study of millenni-
al attitudes about when they should be
expected to become financially inde-
pendent. When asked the age someone
should be able to pay their cellphone
bill, buy a car and cover their housing

costs, millennials were more likely to
give a much lower age than their par-
ents.

For example, a majority of millenni-
als think they should be expected to pay
for their own housing at age 22, pay for
their own car at 20 1⁄2 and pay their own
cellphone bill at 18 1⁄2. In all three cases,
millennials’ average response is about a
year and a half earlier than what their
parents feel is appropriate, noted the
study’s authors.

“Millennials are often stereotyped as
being entitled,” said financial columnist
Sarah Berger, the “cashlorette”
(cash+bachelorette, get it?) at Bankra-
te.com. “It’s refreshing to see that mil-
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Millennials shoot for financial stability


