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Expensive license plates, like heat
and humidity, are just a fact of life in
Mississippi. Complaining about them is
a unifying feature of the state’s culture.

License plates can cost hundreds of
dollars annually for city, county and
school taxes. The newer the vehicle and
the higher the local taxes, the harder a

driver’s wallet is hit.
Still, tens of thousands of people

willingly shell out a few extra bucks a
year for a specialty car tag to express
something about their personalities or
their priorities.

Drivers can show off logos for public
and private universities in the state,
and for a few schools from other places.
They can support wildlife or NASCAR
or even the New Orleans Saints. They
can proclaim their love of the blues or
Elvis Presley, or their support for bicy-
cling, kickboxing or youth soccer.

The state has a long list of specialty
tags that grows longer each legislative

session as new groups request permis-
sion for a state-sanctioned design.

University tags cost an extra $51 a
year, and many other specialty tags cost
$31, with the bulk of the money going to
the cause displayed on the license plate.
For many tags, a portion of the fee goes
to highway maintenance and some goes
to a medical fund for burn victims.

The NASCAR tags come in different
designs and cost $36. They help pay for
upkeep of the Capitol, the Old Capitol
Museum, the Governor’s Mansion and
the War Memorial Building in down-
town Jackson. The Saints tag, which
costs $50, helps pay for Infinity Science

Center at the NASA site in Hancock
County.

The website for the state Depart-
ment of Revenue has a detailed list of
how the money from specialty tags is
distributed.

The site also has a list showing the
top sellers . In May 2016, there were
53,816 university tags; 22,409 wildlife
tags; 9,565 with the Mississippi Nurses
Foundation logo; 8,829 with NASCAR
designs; and 6,586 with the slogan
“Choose Life.” The “Choose Life” tags
were sought 15 years ago by abortion 

Drivers keep demanding more specialty car tags
Emily Wagster
Pettus
UNDER THE CAPITOL DOME
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If you were dating someone and
found out they had a lot of debt or
were not very good at managing their
money, would that affect how you felt
about continuing your relationship
with them? 

While many romantic-minded peo-
ple would doubtless say they’d follow
their heart and not their head in mak-
ing such judgments, it’s evident grow-
ing numbers of people are giving it
some thought.

In a recent study by Bankrate.com,
42 percent of Americans surveyed said
that knowing someone’s credit score
could have an impact on whether they
wanted to date that person. While
that’s well-short of a majority, the
numbers are growing; it’s up a few
percentage points from last year’s
study that asked the same question. It
appears that financial security is grow-
ing as a concern for people seeking
long-term relationships, and especially
marriage.

In general, about 13 percent of peo-
ple surveyed said knowing the credit
score would have a major impact, with
about 20 percent of women and 7 per-
cent of men saying it was a crucial
factor. Said another way, the credit
score was nearly three times as impor-
tant to women as it was to men. On the
other side of the coin, about one in five
respondents said they’d never consider
it to be an important factor in choosing
a partner.

Deciding when to ask for such in-
formation (or when to reveal it) can be
tricky. Money is a delicate subject for
most people, and discussing finances is
especially difficult for those with a
complicated financial history or those
with a lot of money. Most people would
consider it “tacky” (as my mom would
put it) to ask your date to produce a
credit report on the first date or before
even agreeing to go out, but if such
knowledge is important to you, it’s a
good idea to get the issue behind you in
the first few months.

“It’s probably not a great idea to ask
for someone’s financial history on the
first date,” said Mike Cetera, credit
card analyst at Bankrate.com. “How-
ever, it’s better to know if a potential
partner has a history of bad financial
decisions before the relationship goes
too far, especially if you plan on mak-
ing large purchases together or shar-
ing bank accounts.”

And, romantic hearts beware; while
a credit score might tell you how much
debt a person has and their payment
history, it’s rarely a reliable indicator
of character or integrity. Many peo-
ple’s low credit scores are the result of
uncontrollable life events such as
health issues or unemployment, past
behavior that’s now changed, or even
mistakes made by credit reporting
agencies. Without going deeper, most
people would consider it shallow to
dump an otherwise-delightful partner
because they’d been late a few times
with their credit card payment years
ago.

Of course, when it comes to mar-
riage, financial habits become a lot
more important. Deciding to spend the
rest of your life together means you’re
going to be making a lot of decisions
together, and it also means (in most
cases) your own history will be forever
linked with your spouse’s. (Bankrate’s
study noted that 77 percent of married
or partnered couples say they use joint
bank accounts.) If you’ve carefully
tended your own financial garden as a
single person, getting married to a
financial slob could mean that both of
you are going to have to get used to a
lot of changes.

Ultimately, honesty is the best pol-

Partner’s
finances can
be a dating
quandary

Bill 
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BALDWYN — A 20-year-old Mississippi mom who
is attending college, working in a restaurant and rais-
ing a toddler is receiving something she needed: a car
of her own.

Lauren Ward of Booneville received the 2007 Cadil-
lac sedan in a Mother’s Day car giveaway sponsored by
seven local automotive parts, sales and service busi-
nesses, The Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal re-
ported.

Chance George, the father of Ward’s 14-month-old
daughter Chaislyn, was killed in a car accident in De-
cember, and Ward’s mother, Carla Gann, died in April.

Ward is studying at Northeast Mississippi Commu-
nity College to prepare for nursing school and works
part time at Fisher’s Restaurant in Booneville. Be-
cause she didn’t have money to buy a car, she has relied
on relatives — especially her 78-year-old grandfather
— for rides to work, school, church and doctor’s ap-
pointments.

“I feel like a big weight has been taken off,” Ward
said Thursday as she received the keys.

Ward’s aunt, Melissa Barnes, wrote an essay to
nominate her niece for the contest.

“She needed a vehicle and deserved it,” Barnes said.
Kevin Walls works for Estes Garage, one of the sev-

en auto care centers in the business development
group that sponsored the giveaway as a community
service project. Thirty-four essays were submitted.
Walls said it was difficult to pick a winner: “We were
moved by some of the stories that people told us.”
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Lauren Ward looks at the Cadillac SRX she won after Ward’s aunt, Melissa Barnes, submitted an essay to the NAPA AutoCare
Centers of Northeast Mississippi, in Baldwyn, that explained why the 20-year-old student and mother should win the car. 

Lauren Ward and her daughter, Chaislyn, take a closer look at
the Cadillac SRX she won.

STRUGGLING MOM
WINS SOME WHEELS
College student with toddler grateful
for car after suffering personal losses
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“I feel like a big weight has been taken

off.”

LAUREN WARD
BOONEVILLE

Two firefighters were injured in
Newton County when their fire truck
overturned Saturday, officials said. 

Emergency Management director
John Williamson said the fire truck was
en route to a wreck that had occurred
when the truck overturned. 

One of the firefighters inside the
pumper was able to get himself out, Wil-
liamson said, but the other had to be ex-
tricated by fellow firefighters, which
took about an hour. 

Union Fire Chief Dale Yates said
both firefighters were hospitalized fol-
lowing the wreck. Thomas Winery, the
driver, had cuts and lacerations, and
Clint Walker, the passenger, was airlift-
ed to the University of Mississippi Med-
ical Center where he was treated for a
broken clavicle and shoulder blade.
Both have been treated and released. 

2 firefighters injured in truck rollover
Accident happened when
they were responding to 
wreck in Newton County
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COURTESY OF UNION FIRE DEPARTMENT

Two firefighters were hospitalized after
their truck flipped Saturday night. 


