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William (Bill) Sturdivant
was born in Hattiesburg,
Mississippi to John Wiley
and Janie Pritchet Sturdivant
on January 17, 1922. He
grew up in Mobile, Alabama,
where he attended Murphy
High School and met Julia
Virginia Weathersby. They
were maried December 9,
1942. He worked in the
shipyard in Mobile unti l
Pearl Harbor was attacked
and then he joined the Navy
where he served in the Sea
Bees on Guam during WWII.
After the war Bill moved to
Ridgeland, Mississippi along
with Virginia and their daugh-
ter in order to find work.
He worked in the foundry
until he went to work for
Michael Baker Engineering
firm where he became a sur-
veyor, and map maker. Bill
was a partner in Engineering
Service and founder of
MercuryMaps. In later years
he became a model build-
er, building radio controlled
boats, and army vehicles for
the Waterways Experiment
Station in Vicksburg, Ms.
along with the test model
of the lunar rover that went
to the moon for NASA. Bill
also enjoyed building and fly-
ing radio controlled model

airplanes.
His long time dream was
to build an underground
house which he did in 1980.
Bill was involved with the
city of Ridgeland in the early
years of development. He
was part of the “Ridgland
Vigilanties” in the 1950’s.
He also served as an
Alderman for the city and
received the award of City
Maker in 1997, as well as
numerous other Certificates
of Appreciation.
Bill and Virginia Sturdivant
were charter members of
Ridgeland First Baptist
Church and Trace Ridge
Baptist Church.
Bill was predeceased by
Julia Virginia (Weasthersby)
Sturdivant, h is wife of
74 years, his brother,
John Wiley Sturdivant of
Wilmington, Delaware, and
sister, Martha MaeMcAuley
of Vicksburg, Ms. He leaves
two daughters, Joy (Paul)
Lott and Lynn Hunt, grand-
chi ldren, Brad (Tracy)
Harbour of Ridgeland,
and Matt ( Tiffany) Ellis of
Stephenvil le, Texas and
great-grandchildren, Austin
Harbour and Sarah Beth
(Tate) Ratcliff.
Visitation will be at 12:00
with the service following
at 1:00 o’clock at Trace
Baptist Church, 238 Lake
Harbour, Ridgeland, on May
22 with burial in Jesamine
Cemetary.
In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made to Trace
Ridge Baptist Church or a
charity of your choice.
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monthly reports of animal-related incidents at
www.transportation.gov/airconsumer/air-travel-
consumer-reports.

The cause of the animal’s death (if known) is listed
on the reports. In many cases, baggage handlers
found the animals “unresponsive” after a flight, but
it’s difficult to say whether the deaths had anything to
do with the conditions in the cargo hold or some other
factor. In some cases, animals escaped their carriers
and were hit by baggage “tugs” or other vehicles on
the busy tarmac, or in other cases, were attacked by
other animals or died of causes unrelated to the trip
(such as heart disease or stroke).

Short-nosed dogs were particularly susceptible to
deaths on planes, accounting for more than half. Dogs
such as bulldogs, boxers and pugs can have particular
respiratory problems, which can be worsened in a
tight cargo hold with little ventilation.

The American Veterinary Medical Assocation has
a page on its website with advice on this issue at
www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/Short-nosed-
Dogs-and-Air-Travel-FAQs.aspx.

If you plan to travel with your pet, it’s a good idea
to check with your veterinarian. He or she can help
answer questions about travel and may be able to help
with ways to make travel less stressful for your pet. 

In addition, the DOT has some additional tips on its

website at www.transportation.gov/airconsumer/
plane-talk-traveling-animals:

» Before traveling, accustom your pet to the ken-
nel in which it will be shipped. Make sure the door
latches securely. 

» Don’t give your pet solid food in the six hours
prior to the flight, although a moderate amount of
water and a walk before and after the flight are ad-
vised.

» Don’t administer sedation to your pet without the
approval of a veterinarian and provide a test dose
before the trip to gauge how the pet will react. 

» Be sure to reserve a space for your pet in ad-
vance and inquire about time and location for drop-
off and pick-up. 

» Try to schedule a non-stop flight; avoid connec-
tions and the heavy traffic of a holiday or weekend
flight. 

» When you board, try to tell a pilot and a flight
attendant that there is a pet in the cargo hold. The
airlines have a system for providing such notification,
but it doesn’t hurt to mention it yourself. 

» For overseas travel (including Hawaii), inquire
about any special health requirements such as quar-
antine. 

» Write your name, address and phone number on
the kennel, and make sure your pet is wearing a tag
with the same information. Consider purchasing a
temporary tag showing your destination address and
phone number. Bring a photo of your pet, in case it is
lost. 

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsumer@gmail.com.
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Davis said in a letter to Skinner in September that, as
a mandate to comply with a federally amended con-
sent decree to meet mental health requirements at
the Henley-Young Juvenile Justice Center, the
Board of Supervisors reduced the Youth Court’s sal-
ary with fringes budget.

Skinner and the Board of Supervisors have been
at odds over the past few years about control of the
youth detention center.

As the senior County Court judge, Skinner has
served primarily as Youth Court judge. Recently he
signed an administrative order stipulating he will
handle the Youth Court and criminal cases.

County Judge Melvin Priester was assigned to
handle civil appeals, and Judge LaRita Cooper
Stokes will handle civil cases in County Court.

The senior judge has the authority to make as-
signments for the court. Skinner became the senior
county court judge after longtime Judge Houston
Patton retired. 

Skinner
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A 2016 study by Atlanta Journal-Constitution ranked
Mississippi dead last among all 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia when it came to protecting patients
from bad doctors, including the problem of physician
sexual abuse.

But board member Dr. Randy Easterling called the
study “greatly flawed,” saying the American Medical
Association “already has a code of ethics that would
prohibit this. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution article
shouldn’t be taken as gospel.”

He said state and federal laws already exist to ad-
dress this problem.

The board has come under criticism from consumer
rights advocacy groups for its disciplinary record and
transparency.

In 1995, one of those groups, Public Citizen, had
ranked Mississippi’s board the strongest in physician
discipline, with the highest rate of suspensions and rev-
ocations in the United States. A decade later, the board
was ranked last, although Mississippi was in 17th place
in Public Citizen’s study of 2009 to 2011 data.

In a 2016 study by the Informed Patient Institute and
Consumer Reports, the licensure board’s website
ranked the lowest in the nation.

Hall vowed to improve the website and to protect the
public from “bad medicine.”

Within a few months, a number of doctors in trouble
with the board had surrendered their licenses and quit
practicing medicine.

The licensure board received some good marks in a
recent University of Michigan study, which concluded
Mississippi has taken more major disciplinary actions
against physicians per capita than most other states.

In an unrelated matter, the board on Thursday dis-

ciplined Dr. Luke Lampton, chairman of the state Board
of Health, under a consent order.

Lampton, who has a medical office in the small town
of Magnolia, admitted to the board that he had signed
extra prescriptions in case his patients who rely on sub-
oxone, a drug for opioid addiction, ran out of medica-
tion.

He told the board he had done this out of fear a prob-
lem might arise with his patients while he was out of
town on vacation since he is the only doctor in the area
prescribing the drug.

He told the board he realizes what he did was a mis-
take, and he deeply regrets what he did.

The board suspended his license for six month, but
held the order in abeyance, which means Lampton can
continue to practice during this probationary period.

If no further problems arise during a year, the order
would be dismissed.

Also this week, the licensure board took in the news
that the name of one of its past members had arisen in a
prescription drug investigation in north Mississippi.

Dr. Dwalia South of Ripley, who was appointed to the
licensure board by then-Gov. Ronnie Musgrove, has
been accused of scheming with nurse practitioner
Brenda Shelton to conceal the fact Shelton was writing
prescriptions by writing her name under Shelton’s on
old prescriptions.

Authorities claim South and Shelton worked with
Hollis Discount Pharmacy of Ripley to alter the pre-
scriptions in the Board of Pharmacy’s prescription
monitoring program.

Although South faces accusations, she has not been
charged.

The 62-year-old family physician no longer serves on
the licensure board but in 2015 was appointed to the
state Board of Health.

In 2003, she was named Mississippi Family Physi-
cian of the Year and was listed as one of America's Top
Family Doctors of the Year in 2004-05.
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confirm the candidate as the next leader for the univer-
sity or reopen the search.

Official sources involved in the process have kept
the names of candidates interviewed confidential, cit-
ing board policy that prevents disclosure ahead of the
preferred candidate announcement.

On Wednesday Yolanda Owens, president of the uni-
versity’s national alumni association, shared an open
letter addressed to Boyce, asking that trustees “respect
the recommendations made by the individuals chosen
to represent the administration, faculty, staff, students,
foundation community and alumni of Jackson State
University.”

An attempt to reach Owens late Thursday afternoon

was not immediately successful.
Owens was one of seven JSU representatives to

serve on the interview search advisory committee. In
her letter, she wrote that the group “independently and
unanimously identified one candidate who possesses
the skills and experience required to navigate the uni-
versity through this period of transition.”

Former President Carolyn Meyers resigned last
year amid the revelation that the university’s cash re-
serves had been reduced by 89 percent over a five-year
period. Former U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige
is serving as interim. 

Owens continued that the group’s backed candidate
“demonstrates the innovative and visionary leadership
required to advance Jackson State University beyond
is current circumstance.”

The College Board's next meeting is scheduled in
June, but Boyce said members are likely to meet before
then to discuss the matter.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Mississippi county prison guard fired
IUKA - Tishomingo County’s sheriff says he has

fired a correctional officer for failing to report a
missing jail inmate.

Sheriff John Daugherty says surveillance foot-
age showed inmate Dustin McCoy escaped from
the county jail around 10 p.m. Wednesday. Daugh-
erty tells WTVA-TV that the guard, 22-year-old
Dillon Davis, performed a head count of all in-
mates during the night but didn’t report McCoy
missing until 7 a.m. Thursday.

Daugherty says Davis was terminated. He had
been employed by the jail for about three months.

The sheriff’s department has asked the U.S.
Marshal’s Service for help with the search for
McCoy, who had been in custody on felony drug
offenses and various misdemeanors.

Daugherty says he believes McCoy had outside
help in his escape.

Fugitive’s arrest leads to seizure of drugs
THIBODAUX, La. - The Lafourche Parish Sher-

iff’s Office says the arrest of a Mississippi fugitive
has led to the seizure of more than $68,000 worth of
illegal drugs.

Sheriff Craig Webre, in a news release, says
36-year-old James Jones was arrested Wednesday
in Galliano on a number of felony drug and weap-
ons charges.

Weber says Jones, of Brookhaven, Mississippi,
was arrested after receiving a report that he had
threatened to harm a woman during a verbal alter-
cation. When he was taken into custody, deputies
found three bags on the ground that Jones alleged-
ly threw from a vehicle and a fourth bag inside the
car. The bags contained several types of narcotics.

Authorities say he also had several warrants in
Mississippi for charges including assault on a po-
lice officer. Bond was set at $132,200.

Woman charged after gun discharges at mall
MERIDIAN - Charges have been filed against a

woman after her gun discharged inside her purse
at the mall.

The Meridian Star reported that Meridian Po-
lice Sgt. Dareall Thompson says Krystal Hall and
another woman fought in the Bonita Lakes Mall on
Wednesday at around 9 p.m. He says one of the
women used Mace.

During the fight, Thompson says a gun in Hall’s
purse discharged. Police believe the gun went off
in her purse because they were not able to recover
any gun casings. The gun was not pulled out or
pointed at anyone during the fight.

Police charged Hall with shooting in an occu-
pied building. Hall has bonded out of jail.

— Associated Press
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