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Hinds County Youth Court Judge Bill
Skinner is again suing the Hinds County
Board of Supervisors over proposed cuts
to the Youth Court budget.

Skinner said in a complaint filed last
week in Hinds County Circuit Court that
the board met May 1 in executive session
during a special session and adopted a
budget of $788,230.12 for Youth Court for

the next fiscal year. The amount reflects
a budget cut of $183,000, more if fringe
benefits for salaries is included.

Sorie Tarawally, Skinner's attorney,
says the complaint challenges the power
and the constitutionality of the Board of
Supervisors’ action.

“The actions, rulings and or decisions
taken by the board on May 1, 2017, are ul-
tra vires and illegal and in violation of
the Youth Court Act, and its presiding
judge’s constitutional and statutory pow-
ers and duties as provided and guaran-
teed to him in the state constitution, laws
and case precedent,” Tarawally said in
the complaint.

The complaint asks
Hinds County’s four cir-
cuit judges to recuse
themselves from hearing
the case, saying it may
place the judges in con-
flict or their impartial
judgment may be ques-
tioned.

Those judges — Bill Gowan, Tomie
Green, Winston Kidd and Jeff Weill — all
have signed individual orders removing
themselves from the case.

In September, Green threw out a simi-
lar lawsuit filed by Skinner who was
seeking a temporary restraining order

to prevent the board from cutting his
budget by roughly $183,000 in salaries
and $71,854 in fringe benefits for the cur-
rent fiscal year.

Green said in her ruling that, should
there be a deficit at the Youth Court or a
need to request board reconsideration,
Skinner has numerous remedies.

Green said Skinner failed to advance
facts to sustain any public interests, ir-
reparable harm or likelihood of prevail-
ing on the merits for granting the mo-
tion.

Hinds County Administrator Carmen 
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Water break

Jackson residents soak up the sun on a sandbar along the Pearl River. 

Jackson residents Pollye Cooper, left, and Bailey
Vanlandingham enjoy the scenic views of the Pearl
River from a sandbar near Belhaven. 

Warm weather draws Jackson residents to the
Pearl River.

Jackson residents enjoy a day on the Pearl River. clarionledger.com
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Merrimac Coleman, 5, left, and Russell Coleman, 3, play in the Pearl River near Belhaven in Jackson Tuesday. 

The mysterious death of a giant
rabbit on a United Airlines flight has
highlighted the potential dangers of
traveling with pets.

Simon, a 3-foot-long Continental
Giant rabbit, had been bought from his
British breeder by a group of investors
who had hoped to enter him into a
“world’s largest rabbit” contest at the
Iowa State Fair.

But Simon didn’t survive to receive
the honor, as he died during the trip

after the London-to-Chicago flight in
April. Lawyers for Simon’s new owners
allege Simon was somehow placed in a
freezer for 16 hours, then his body cre-
mated without the owners’ consent in a
bid to destroy the evidence surround-
ing his death. United has disputed that
version of events, however, and the
case is making its way through the
court system.

It’s the latest in a spate of bad news
for United and the airline industry in
general. United is still reeling from the
backlash after a man was forcibly re-
moved from his seat after refusing to
give up the seat for an airline employee
and for the now-infamous “leggings”
incident. Hardly a day goes by without
some new scandal affecting not only
United, but other airlines as well.

While we may never know the exact
chain of events that led to Simon’s
death, it does highlight the risk people
take when flying their pets. According
to the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, of the more than 2 million pets
transported in the U.S. on planes each
year since 2005, airlines have reported
more than 300 incidents of pets dying in
cargo holds. Many more animals are
injured or lost during travel, as well.

The DOT requires all airlines to
provide a pressurized cargo hold for
transporting animals, but some airlines
won’t transport pets in the cargo hold.
Often, holds are subject to extremes of
temperature, noise and stressful situa-
tions. The DOT’s website publishes 
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Simon, a male Continental Giant rabbit, did
not survive a United Airlines flight from
England to Chicago. See Moak, Page 7A


