Robert E. Lee,” BlackDemocratic state Sen.
tive Black Caucus, Demorights leader and the
mon said. “There are no
Hillman Frazier of Jackcratic Rep. Sonya WilConfederate general, but
barbecues held. There is
liams-Barnes of Gulfport, son, who was in the state
Republican Gov. Asa
The Clarion-Ledger
- said
04/03/2017
to 79%
original
to fit letterorpage
speechmaking
merHouseReduced
at the time,
spon-from no
a bigger concern for Copy
Hutchinson
recently
rymaking. … There are
sored the legislation and
caucus members is resigned a bill removing
no Robert E. Lee sales at
it was ignored by leadermoving the Confederate
Lee as an honoree. The

closed for “Great Americans Day” when most of
the nation was honoring
King.
The name came from a
city ordinance adopted in

a holiday to mark its
attempt at secession.
State employees get a
Page
: A004
paid day
off the
last Monday in April — Confederate Memorial Day.

Watch where you’re going! Pedestrian deaths peak

CONSUMER WATCH

Recently, as my son
and I were walking
across the grocery store
parking lot to get some
groceries, we were nearly hit by a car whose
driver seemed oblivious
to our presence as she

leased its annual study of
pedestrian deaths, which
examines the problem of
people getting killed
after being struck by
vehicles. The grim statistic: nearly 6,000 pedestrians died in 2016, the highest in 20 years.
That’s a 25 percent
increase from 2010, making pedestrians the largest portion of all traffic
deaths recorded in the
past 25 years. And the
2016 spike marks an 11
percent increase from
2015 (the previous record-holder). The GHSA, a
nonprofit made up of
state highway safety

seniorDAY

offices, notes that the
numbers could be higher,
owing to the under-reporting of incidents. All
told, 34 states had increases, and Mississippi
ranked 20th in the nation
for deaths as a percentage of total population
for the first six months
of 2016 (that’s actually an
improvement from the
previous year, but the
second-half 2016 statistics haven’t come in yet.)
So, what’s causing all
this mayhem? The authors of the study note
the rapid increase in the
use of smartphones could
help explain at least part
of the phenomenon because these devices present a “significant source
of distraction for both
pedestrians and motorists.”
We’ve all seen them,
and maybe you’ve been

Holders of $100, $500,
$1000, and $5000 casino
chips from Harrah’s Gulf
Coast located at 280 Beach
Blvd, Biloxi MS are hereby
notified that pursuant to the
receipt of new chips, all
$100, $500, $1000, and
$5000 casino chips will be
redeemed at the main
cashier cage at Harrah’s
Gulf Coast located at 280
Beach Blvd, Biloxi, MS
39530 for a period of 120
days ending May 31, 2017.

If you’re 55 & older, Veteran or
Active Military, it’s your day to save!

15% OFF HOME & SHOES
IN STORE AND ONLINE
*SEE RIGHT FOR DETAILS
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cause of the improving
economy.
“This latest data
shows that the U.S. isn’t
meeting the mark on
keeping pedestrians safe
on our roadways,” Jonathan Adkins, GHSA executive director, told PBS
Newshour. “Every one of
these lives represents a
loved one not coming
home tonight, which is
absolutely unacceptable.”
The Pedestrian and
Bicycle Information
Center (pedbikeinfo.org)
has some helpful tips to
make your walk or run
safer. Here are a few:
» Wear brightly colored clothing and reflective tape at night. These
can help increase your
visibility to motorists.
» Always walk on the
sidewalk if one is available; if not, walk facing
traffic so you can see
approaching vehicles.
» Don’t assume drivers will stop. Try to make
eye contact with the
driver and be prepared
to move if he or she
doesn’t appear to notice
you.
» Cross streets only at
crosswalks, if possible.
» Don’t wear earbuds
or use your phone while
walking.
And finally, if you’re a
driver in the grocery
store parking lot, please
… slow down, put down
your phone and pay attention. You might save a
life.
Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.com.
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WITH YOUR BELK
REWARDS CARD

If you’re 55 or older, or are active military or veteran with valid ID, take
an extra 20% off storewide, or 15% off in our home & shoes departments,
with your Belk Rewards Card or any other form of payment, on your
sale purchase. Coupon can only be used once and must be presented
to your sales associate at the time of purchase. *Excludes Red Dot,
Clearance, Earlybirds, Night Owls, Doorbusters, Bonus Buys, Super Buys,
Everyday Values, Adidas, All Clad, Angelica, Antelope, Armani Exchange
watches, Assets, Baby Gear, Better & Designer Intimates, Birkenstock,
Breville, Brighton, Brooks Brothers, Buffalo, Casio, COH Man, Clarisonic,
Coach, Columbia, cosmetics/fragrances, Dansko, Denim & Supply Ralph
Lauren, designer handbags, designer sunglasses, Diane Von Furstenberg,
Diesel watches, Dockers pants & shoes, Dooney & Bourke, Dr. Marten,
Eileen Fisher; Fine Jewelry watches and service plans; Fitbit, Fossil &
Fossil Q watches, Free People, Furla, Herend, Hugo Boss, Hunter Boots,
Jack Rogers, Johnston & Murphy, Kate Spade accessories, outerwear,
shoes & sleepwear, Keen, Kensie Girl, kitchen/novelty electrics/coffee,
Kors Studio, Lacoste, ladies better swim, ladies designer & contemporary
sportswear & dresses; ladies, kids & men’s designer shoes; ladies
designer accessories, Le Creuset, Levi’s, Lilly Pulitzer, Lucky apparel,
lucy, Marc by Marc Jacobs watches, Melissa & Doug, Merrell, Michael
Kors, Minnetonka Moccasin, Miss Me, Mud Pie, Nautica, Nike, Orthaheel/
Vionic, Polo Sport, Puma, Ralph Lauren/Polo, Seven for All Mankind, S’ip
by S’well, Skagen, Southern Proper, Southern Tide, Spanx, Spartina 449,
Sperry Gold Cup, Stuart Weitzman, Swarovski, Tommy Bahama apparel,
Tommy Hilfiger apparel, TOMS, Trina Turk apparel, Tumi, Ugg, Under
Armour, Vera Bradley, Versus watches, Victorinox, Vietri, Vineyard Vines,
Vintage 1946, Vitamix, Wusthof; non-merchandise depts., leased depts.,
salon services and Belk gift cards. Frye, Brahmin, Sam Edelman, Born
shoes, and watches by Adidas, DKNY, Garmin and Guess excluded online.
Not valid on prior purchases, special orders or trunk shows. Cannot be
redeemed for cash, credit or refund, used in combination with any other
discount or coupon offer. Valid Tuesday, April 4, 2017. All Belk Rewards
Card purchases are subject to credit approval.
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one of them: people
whose attention is focused on their smartphone while walking
carelessly. Videos
abound of people falling
headlong into fountains,
disappearing into open
manholes or tripping on
the curb while checking
their email, posting to
Facebook or looking for
that elusive “Pokemon
Go” character. Others
fail to pay attention to
oncoming traffic while
crossing the street, leading to their being struck
and often killed.
Drivers, too, are distracted. It’s been wellestablished that phone
use while driving can
present a serious attention deficit for drivers,
becoming more serious
the faster they drive.
Unsurprisingly, alcohol
also plays a role here, as
it does in auto crashes in
general. Thirty-four
percent of pedestrians
and 15 percent of drivers
involved in fatal crashes
were intoxicated at the
time of the crash, noted
the study.
And although vehicles
are getting better about
avoiding crashing into
things through collisionavoidance technologies,
and local cities and states
are taking measures to
make things safer, the
numbers continue to rise.
It could be, the study’s
authors note, more people are walking for fitness and economic reasons at the same time the
numbers of vehicles on
the road has risen be-

$2

Bill
Moak

turned the corner. Luckily, we were paying attention and had time to get
out of the way. As we
continued into the store,
a store employee who
was collecting shopping
carts and saw the incident shook his head
sympathetically and said,
“it happens all the time.”
It’s actually the second
time in a year we’ve been
nearly mowed down in
the grocery store parking lot.
It’s a dangerous time
to be a pedestrian in the
United States. The Governors Highway Safety
Administration just re-
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