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WithMississippi’s only children’s
hospital plus clinics statewide, we’re
here for every Mississippi kid.

Children’s of Mississippi is part of
the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

Learn more atmississippikids.org

The Mississippi Supreme Court says
Hinds County Circuit Judge Jeff Weill
was right last year to hold an assistant
county public defender in criminal con-
tempt for arguing with him after Weill
had made his decision and told the public
defender to sit down.

In April 2016, Weill found Assistant
Public Defender Chris Routh in con-
tempt of court and ordered him jailed

without bond until 5 p.m.
that day.

Attorney Merrida
“Buddy” Coxwell, who
represented Routh, filed
an emergency appeal
with the state’s high
court. A three-judge pan-
el of the court granted, in part, the pet-
ition filed on behalf of Routh. It said
Routh should be immediately released
from custody after posting a $500 bond
while he appealed his contempt citation.

Weill was hearing arguments from
the state to revoke the bond given in
county court to Loren Blackwell, also
known as Loren Shell, who was charged

in a capital murder case. Blackwell was
in court with her 3-month-old baby, and
both began to cry. Routh requested a
finding as to why bail for the accused
was being denied, and Weill immediately
said he wanted order in court, according
to an affidavit filed in state Supreme
Court. The affidavit said Weill took a 10-
minute break and then held Routh in con-
tempt.

Weill said in court papers: “After con-
sidering the evidence presented, the
trial court ruled that bond would be de-
nied but stated that the court will recon-
sider upon the filing of the proper motion
with proper evidence. The trial court
stated that the hearing was concluded

and Mr. Routh immediately made an at-
tempt to make additional argument. The
undersigned directed that the issue had
been finally concluded and directed Mr.
Routh to ‘please be seated’ numerous
times while Mr. Routh continued to inter-
rupt and argue with the trial court and
re-urge his position without any regard
for court order or directives. Due to Mr.
Routh’s contumacious conduct and lack
of candor with the trial court, he was
found to be in direct criminal contempt
and ordered to be incarcerated for the
remainder of the afternoon.”

The state high court Thursday in a 

Judge’s actions against
ADA had been appealed
JIMMIE E. GATES
THE CLARION-LEDGER

See Weill, Page 6A

Weill

Court sides with Weill on contempt order

Advertising has been around in some
form practically since the dawn of
civilization. As long as there have been
people with something to sell, they’ve
tried to figure out ways to get people to
buy it. With each wave of technological
innovation, advertisers have sought to
use them to create demand for prod-
ucts.

But never before in human history
has it been possible to reach so many
people so easily. Technology has given
advertisers an unprecedented level of
reach into our daily lives in ways never
thought possible. But at what point does
advertising cross the line from being
ultra-smart to just being plain creepy?

Imagine this scenario, which has
already happened: You’re relaxing
comfortably on your couch, watching
your favorite TV show after a long day
at work. Nearby, your new Google
Home device sits patiently on a table.
As the show cuts to commercial, you
hear a Burger King commercial. But
this ad’s different.

“You’re watching a 15-second Burger
King ad, which is unfortunately not
enough time to explain all the fresh
ingredients in the Whopper sandwich,”
notes the Burger King employee as he
urges the camera closer. “But I got an
idea. OK Google, what is the Whopper
burger?” Immediately, your Google
Home device awakens, and starts read-
ing the “Whopper” Wikipedia entry
(which has reportedly been edited to be
more descriptive).

Burger King is being praised and
panned at the same time for exploiting
the very features that make search-
assistant devices such as Google Home,
Amazon Echo and a host of smartphone
apps so convenient: they respond to
certain voice commands. For several
months, people have been reporting
that these devices have been inadver-
tently triggered by ads and TV shows,
prompting “idea” light bulbs to pop up
in the minds of ad agency copywriters.
Why not use that expensive TV ad time
to cross the proverbial “fourth wall”
which separates the actor from the
audience? Perhaps it was just a matter
of time.

Madison Avenue and the online
world in general seem to be having
trouble coming up with a consensus on
the ad. The Verge (a tech news website
owned by Vox Media) called the ad “…
horrible, genius, infuriating, hilarious,
and maybe very poorly thought-out.”

The Verge also pointed out the pro-
ject’s Achilles’ heel: Relying on Wikipe-
dia is fraught with danger. As every
eighth-grader knows, Wikipedia is sub-

Look out!
Burger King
is watching!

Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

See Moak, Page 6A

On the third anniversary of a
deadly tornado that ravaged the
small town of Louisville, local and
state leaders on Friday officially
marked a milestone in the communi-
ty’s recovery with the grand opening
of the new $55 million Winston Med-
ical Center.

The EF4 tornado that tore a 34-
mile track through the state devas-
tated Louisville’s 6,300 residents,
killing 10 people and leaving hun-
dreds homeless. It made a direct hit
on the Winston County Medical Cen-
ter, causing major damage to its
main facility, a 120-bed nursing
home, dialysis center and outpatient
surgery center.

Six months after the storm, pa-
tients were being seen at the mobile
disaster hospital deployed from
North Carolina, where patients had
to go outside to use the toilet or
shower and had no private rooms.
Eventually, hospital care moved into
mobile trailers until a new hospital
could open. Aided by insurance and
Federal Emergency Management
Agency grants, that day has arrived.

ON A COMEBACK

PHOTOS BY ROGELIO V. SOLIS/AP

Flanked by the center’s employees, Paul Black, CEO of the Winston Medical Center, cuts the celebratory ribbon during the grand
opening of the rebuilt medical center in Louisville on Friday. 

Louisville welcomes
facility on third
anniversary of 
deadly tornado

Patrick Jenkins with Vaso Healthcare explains the advantages of the new Cat Scan
device.

A wind sock waves on the new helipad on the campus of the rebuilt Winston Medical
Center and community homes in Louisville.

NEW $55M MEDICAL
CENTER OPENS

THE CLARION-LEDGER
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Bosley, Julius Ray 67 Jackson 19-Apr Jackson Memorial Funeral Service
Brister, Baby Jakayden 0 Flowood 22-Apr Jackson Memorial Funeral Service
Brooks, Johnny 75 Carthage 27-Apr Wilcox Funeral Home
Buckley, Georgia  79 Ridgeland 27-Apr Jackson Memorial Funeral Service
Carter, Joseph 79 West 18-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Champion, Gladys  73 Baton Rouge 25-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Clark, Bridget Y. 52 Jackson 24-Apr Jackson Memorial Funeral Service
Cummins, Margott 78 Brandon 27-Apr Williams and Lord
Dampeer, Randolph 47 Collins 23-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Davis, Jerry Wayne 47 Columbia 28-Apr Hathorn Funeral Home
Durr, Charlie 88 Jackson 24-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Everett, Mary F. 91 Jackson 21-Apr Lakeover Memorial
Flowers Jr., Peter 65 Vickburg 25-Apr Lakeview Memorial
Goldman, Bennie 81 Canton 25-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Harris, Albert 73 Vicksburg 21-Apr Lakeview Memorial
Harris, Annie B. 82 Clinton 22-Apr Smith Mortuary
Hartley, Tommie Lee 65 Hazlehurst 25-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Hayes, Janet Mae 74 Coila 27-Apr Wilson & Knight Funeral Home
Hicks, Essie Stamps 91 Jackson 24-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Honea, Katherine 81 Sontag 26-Apr Wilson Funeral Home
Hubbard, Melissa 37 Mt. Olive 21-Apr Tutor Funeral Home
Jones, Janice S. 52 Vicksburg 21-Apr Lakeview Memorial
Jones, Terry D. 25 Jackson 22-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Kennedy, Linda Carolyn 67 Magee 27-Apr Colonial Chapel Funeral Home
Kyles, Emanuel Joe 83 Jackson 22-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Maberry, Willie Albert 80 Jackson 19-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Majors, Ester Mae 94 Richland 20-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
McCown, George Richard (Dick)* 76 Marietta, GA 28-Jan n/a
McGee, Mary Lynn James 64 Brandon 23-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Norrells, Rev. Jerry Donnell 52 Hazlehurst 22-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Parker, Carol Joyce  62 Georgetown 16-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Patrick, Debra 54 Jackson 27-Mar Smith Mortuary
Plaster, Jo-Ann 81 Florence 26-Apr Chancellor Florence
Smith, II, Timothy Earl  21 Jackson 25-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Stewart, Ester 70 Jackson 22-Apr Lakeover Memorial
Sutton, Glenn A. 87 Madison 26-Apr Lakewood Funeral Home
Sutton, Glenn A.* 87 Madison 26-Apr Lakewood Funeral Home
Terrell, Sr., Willie Frank 66 Crystal Springs 22-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Walker, Myrtis 73 Jackson 24-Apr Jackson Memorial Funeral Service
Washington, Sr., Troy Price 74 Hazlehurst 23-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Weston, Darrion Lamar  26 Jackson 20-Apr Westhaven Funeral Home
Wilkerson, Jr., Ples 52 Jackson 19-Apr Jackson Memorial Funeral Service
Williams, Rosie L. 75 Jackson 20-Apr Lakeover Memorial
Wilson, Ardell 86 Jackson 26-Apr Lakeover Memorial

TODAY’S OBITUARIES
Name Age Town, State Died Arrangements

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obits appear in print and online at www.clarionledger.com/obituaries.
An electronic guest book is available for display obituaries for 30 days and 
may be sponsored for one year or permanently to preserve condolences 
offered by friends and family. Additional photos and videos may also be 
added online. 
Obituaries are submitted by the funeral home by 4:00 p.m. each day for the 
next day’s edition. For assistance please call 601-961- 7057. 
For information on services please contact the funeral home listed.

601.957.6946

425 Northpark Drive
Ridgeland, MS 39158

Offering Affordable
High-Quality Services

WILLIAM E. (TED)
FRENCH

2:00 PM Saturday
Graveside Service

Byhalia Cemetery (Byhalia, MS)

KELLY RENEE MYERS
12 Noon Saturday

Ebenezer Baptist Church
Burial: Ebenezer Baptist

Church Cemetery
Visit: 11:00 AM Saturday

@ Church

ELEANOR
CASLICK SCOTT

9:00 AM May 13
First Presbyterian Church,

Jackson
Burial: Clinton Cemetery

Visit: 4 PM to 6 PM May 12
Greeting Courtyard,

First Presbyterian Church

HEATHER CANUP
Services and Interment in

Jacksonville, FL

LAURA LUSHENKO
Serivces To Be Announced

Glenn A. Sutton, 87, died 
peacefully on Wednesday, 
April 26, 2017 at Hospice 
Ministr ies in Ridgeland. 
Visitation will be held from 
1:00 to 3:00 PM on Sunday, 
April 30, 2017 at Lakewood 
Funeral Home with funeral 
services following in the fu-
neral home chapel.

Mr. Sutton was born on 
January 18, 1930 in Denver, 
Colorado. He served in the 
United States Air Forces for 
20 years and 5 months be-
fore retiring. He was a me-
chanic before retiring for 
good to enjoy life, which he 
did just that.

He is preceded in death 
by his wife, Marjorie Erlene 
Myers Sutton; son, Larry 
Durell Shaw; great grand-
children, Denise Roberts 
and Kristopher Ryann Gillis; 
parents; and 11 siblings.

He is survived by his 

daughter, Sheron A. Payne
and her husband, Robin;
sons, Douglas S. Sutton and
his wife, Lisa, Michael D.
Sutton; and daughter-in-law,
Shari Ann Shaw. Mr. Sutton
is also survived by his long-
time companion, “Poochie”
Breithaupt and her children,
Ray and Donna; numerous
grandchildren, great grand-
children, great-great grand-
children; and his beloved
dog, Tea.

Thank you to Mandy and
Justin Monroe, Charlene
Whit t ington ( for  songs
of praise), Mary Edens,
Rhonda Farmer, Crystal
Gil l is, the U.S.A.F. and
Veterans Administration for
their help and assistance.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the
Wounded Warrior Project
at www.woundedwarrior-
project.com

Please visit lakewoodfu-
neralhomes.com for online
guestbook.

Glenn A. Sutton
Madison

George Richard (Dick)
McCown, 76, of Marietta,
Georgia died January 28,
2017.

He was born on September
25, 1940 in Hazel Green,
Alabama to parents George
Dewey McCown and Jennie
Speck McCown. He was
first named George Dewey
McCown Jr. and this was
later changed to George
Richard McCown as he had
always been called “Dick”.

After graduating from
Huntsville High School in
1958, he received a football
scholarship for the Citadel in
Charlestown, SC where he
attended and played foot-
ball for one year. He later
attended the University of
Alabama and pledged with
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
Fraternity and later attend-
ed Athens College near his
hometown of Hazel Green.
Then in 1961, he joined the
United States Navy Reserve
and served for three years
including active duty training
on a Navy Destroyer. He
told colorful stories of his
days in the Navy and was
proud to have served his
county.

In 1962, Dick joined Flack
Lumber in Montgomery, AL
where he learned the skills
that lead him to the lumber
and construction business

and later a licensed General
Contractor.

In 1970, Dick moved
his fami ly to Jackson,
Mississippi where his three
sons attended Jackson
Academy and Jackson
Preparatory School. One
son George Richard (Dick)
McCown Jr. predeceased
George Richard (Dick) Sr.
in a tragic auto accident in
1977 at age 14.

Dick McCown was active
in the Jackson Northside
Youth baseball League serv-
ing as both Commissioner
and coach for several years
until moving to Atlanta, GA in
1979. Both of his remain-
ing sons, Steele McCown
and Paul McCown returned
to Mississippi to attend and
graduate from the University
of Mississippi.

In 1983, he marr ied
Madge Smith McCown,
his wife of 34 years and is
survived by her, his sons
Steele McCown of Marietta,
GA and Paul McCown of
Fairhope Alabama; his
stepchildren Robert Hollis
Tharpe of Marietta, GA,
Patti Ledbetter of Rome,
GA and Kathy Siegel of
Atlanta, GA; 15 grandchil-
dren and his sisters Mary
Francis Thomas of Reading,
PA and Martha Vandiver of
Huntsville, Alabama.

He loved his family first-
most, his dogs, bird hunt-
ing, construction and playing
rummy cube with his wife.

A Fami ly Graves ide
Service wil l be held at
Lakewood Memorial Park,
Jackson, MS at 2:00pm
Saturday April 29, 2017
where George Richard
(Dick) McCown, Sr. will be
laid to rest next to his first
son George Richard (Dick)
McCown Jr.

George Richard
(Dick) McCown
Marietta, GA

View and sign guest books online at www.clarionledger.com/obituaries

Remember
them

with honor.
Share memories,
read and sign
a guest book,
donate to
a charity,

or send flowers
and gifts.

Visit
clarionledger.com

and select
“Obituaries”
for a complete
list of notices.

ject to editing by pretty
much anybody and is
generally forbidden for
use as a primary source
for school research
reports. Since it’s
crowdsourced, people
with nefarious inten-
tions towards the estab-
lishment (or Burger
King in particular)
could edit the entry so it
says anything they want
it to say (including the
gross and ridiculous).
In fact, that has already
occurred numerous
times since the ad first
started running on
April 12 — before Wiki-
pedia locked the site for
further editing. Since
then, Google and Bur-
ger King have been
engaged in a sort of
geeky arms race, with
Google initially
blocking the device
from reading the ad,
and Burger King trying
to get around it.

We’ve also seen a lot
of news in recent

months regarding Goo-
gle Home and other
devices; one Amazon
Echo device was listed
in a search warrant
during an Arkansas
murder investigation.
Potentially, privacy
advocates worry, these
and similar devices
could record a lot of
things.

Regardless of wheth-
er this ad is successful,
it’s generated a lot of
coverage for Burger
King, Google Home,
Wikipedia and others
involved, along with a
lot of questions to be
answered. Just how far
can (or should) adver-
tisers be allowed to
invade our homes?
What is the responsibil-
ity of tech companies to
ensure customers’ pri-
vacy and rights?

Perhaps we’ve
crossed an invisible
barrier, inconceivable
just a generation ago;
the future of advertiser-
customer interaction
may have changed in
ways we can’t imagine.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail
.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 5A

unanimous opinion writ-
ten by Justice James
Maxwell said “disrupt-
ing the court by disput-
ing a judge’s ruling — af-
ter being expressly told
not to — supports a find-
ing of criminal con-
tempt. We therefore af-
firm Routh’s conviction
of direct criminal con-
tempt.”

The Public Defend-
er’s office argued Routh
was doing nothing more
than representing his
client.

Weill said in court pa-
pers there was a discus-
sion as to whether Black-

well’s baby had to be
breast fed. Weill said
Routh misrepresented a
statement from Black-
well’s physician. Weill
said Routh only refer-
enced one page of the
document, where it di-
rects the breastfeeding
of the child. The judge
said that upon his review
of the document, the lan-
guage stated, “Direct
breastfeed or give ex-
pressed breastmilk or
Similac Neosure formu-
la at least every 3 hours
around the clock.”

Prior to the incident,
the public defender and
Weill were at odds over
Weill’s attempt to ban
one the public defend-
er’s assistants from han-
dling cases in his court-
room.

Weill
Continued from Page 5A

sor of economics and fi-
nance at the University
of North Carolina at
Pembroke. He joined
UNC at Pembroke in
2003 following a nine-
year stay in Singapore,
conducting research in
financial services and

regulation and serving
as a consultant to finan-
cial institutions and gov-
ernment agencies, ac-
cording to information
provided to The Clarion-
Ledger.

The JSU College of
Business has four de-
partments: Accounting,
economics, finance and
general business. It is
one of the accredited
business schools in the
country.

JSU
Continued from Page 1A

NEW ORLEANS - The
New Orleans Jazz & Heri-
tage Festival kicks off
with performances by
some hometown favor-

ites.
Pianist, vocalist and

New Orleans native Har-
ry Connick Jr. was to close
out the Acura Stage Fri-
day while Aaron Neville
closed out the Blues Tent.

The seven-day festival
wraps over two week-
ends. In addition to 11
stages of music there is a
cultural exchange area
that this year is dedicated
to Cuba. That area will

aid and pleasure clubs.
The weather is always

a big topic of discussion at
Jazz Fest. The weekend
forecast calls for cloudy
skies today with rain
probable on Sunday.

feature music, foods and
crafts from Cuba.

Throughout the day
there are also parades
through the fairgrounds
by Mardi Gras Indian
tribes and the city’s social

Jazz Fest kicks off with hometown favorites 
Connick, Neville
perform at event

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -
The Legislature on
Wednesday passed a bill
that revamps state char-
ter school law by requir-
ing the publicly funded
but privately run
schools to be evaluated
based on their perfor-
mance.

“These stronger laws
will prevent fly-by-night
charter school operators
from locating in Tennes-
see,” said Sen. Brian
Kelsey, R-Germantown,
one of the sponsors of
the legislation.

It requires school dis-
tricts to evaluate char-
ter schools based on per-
formance, Kelsey said,
so that the best schools
get approval. School dis-
tricts could close low-
performing charters,
but that decision could
be reviewed and possi-
bly overturned by the
State Board of Educa-

tion.
The bill, which was

pushed by the admini-
stration of Gov. Bill Has-
lam, is a compromise be-
tween charter schools
and traditional public
schools.

The charters got $6
million in funding to
help them acquire
school buildings or pay
for repairs at their facil-
ities. The school dis-
tricts, in turn, get a por-
tion of the state and local
education funds that go
to the charters to help
pay for administrative
costs, such as hiring ex-
tra staff to evaluate
charter school applica-
tions. The authorizing
fee districts would get is
3 percent of state and lo-
cal funds that go to each
charter school, which
would be capped at
$35,000 per school.

Only Shelby, Hamil-
ton, Knox and Davidson
counties currently have
charter schools.

Tenn. Legislature
passes law to ensure
charter school quality 
SHEILA BURKE
ASSOCIATED PRESSMOSS POINT - Court

records show the Moss
Point School District in
south Mississippi has set-
tled a lawsuit over the
death of a seventh-grader.

The parents of Lorel
Ka’heim Malone say he
died because school offi-
cials failed to stop other
students at Magnolia Mid-
dle School from bullying
him over his religion.

Financial terms of the
March 29 settlement are
confidential, The Sun
Herald reported Friday.

The federal lawsuit
filed by Dominic Malone

and Lakenisa Nobles said
their 12-year-old son died
March 7, 2014 — one day
after students who had
bullied him since that Jan-
uary “attacked and as-
saulted him.”

School district attor-
ney Walter Dukes de-
clined to comment to the
newspaper and he did not
immediately return a call
to The Associated Press
on Friday. The district de-
nied wrongdoing.

The lawsuit said Lorel
collapsed on a school
floor after the attack and
was unconscious when
paramedics found him.
He died the next day at

the University of South
Alabama Children’s &
Women’s Hospital of what
the suit described as inju-
ries “sufficient to trigger
the onset on a fatal health
crisis involving his
heart.”

The family’s attorney,
state Rep. Ed Blackmon
of Canton, said Lorel died
of an undetected heart
condition exacerbated by
stress.

The family said Lorel
suffered abuse from the
time he enrolled in Mag-
nolia Middle School in
January 2014. The lawsuit
said he was a deeply reli-
gious child who often

handed out crosses, pic-
tures of angels and what
he described as a slogan
against bullying, “Be a he-
ro, take a stand.” He was
also bullied because of his
clothes, size and appear-
ance, the lawsuit said.

Lorel’s father and
grandmother met several
times with Joanne Petta-
way, who was principal
then, to describe the bul-
lying and to request help,
the lawsuit said. 

The suit said Lorel was
moved to another class
while the students they
say bullied him apparent-
ly suffered no conse-
quences.

School district settles suit 
over 2014 death of 7th-grader
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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