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Jackson police officer
Cpl. Allen Harper Jr. died
Friday from injuries sus-
tained in a motorcycle ac-
cident. He was 43. 

A 22-year veteran of
the department, Harper
leaves behind a wife and
four children. 

“What a tragedy for his family,” Chief
Lee Vance said Friday afternoon. “It’s a
tough day for all of us. I think the thing
that compounds the loss is, a week ago to-
day, Allen was walking around a healthy

man, bright future, doing well in the po-
lice department and, less than a week lat-
er, we’re talking about him dying from a
terrible accident that occurred last Sat-
urday. The thing that compounds the loss
is the shock of it. Nobody expected this.”

On April 1, Harper’s motorcycle col-
lided with a vehicle on High Street in
downtown Jackson. The accident is still
under investigation, Vance said. No one
has been charged. Preliminary results
showed the vehicle made a turn in front
of Harper, who was off duty at the time. 

Officials initially said Harper was ex-
pected to make a full recovery. On April
3, however, they announced he was in
critical condition. 

Harper’s family released a statement
Friday, calling the fallen officer a “he-
ro.”

“The family of Corporal Allen J. Har-
per Jr. is deeply saddened to inform you
that Allen made his transition into heav-
en this morning at 8:52 a.m. On Saturday,
April 1, 2017, Allen was involved in a mo-
torcycle accident. We are relieved that
his passing was peaceful and painless.
Even in his death, he was a hero by giving

the gift of life through organ donation.”
Remembering Harper, Vance re-

called a hard worker and practical joker
who was dedicated to his family, his ca-
reer and the people of Jackson. 

In 2015, Harper saved a man’s life,
grabbing him as he was jumping from a
bridge. 

“I found him to be a dedicated, hard-
working police officer who was very ac-
tive in carrying out his duties and he nev-
er complained ... just a professional guy
from the beginning of his career to the
end of his career,” Vance said. 

Funeral arrangements are not yet
complete. 

A GoFundMe has been set up to assist
with Harper’s medical and final
expenses.

JPD officer dies after accident
SARAH FOWLER
THE CLARION-LEDGER
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Cpl. Harper, 43, leaves behind wife, four children JPD Chief Lee

Vance recalls
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A fleeing suspect was startled Friday
to find that the man who finally caught
him at the end of a foot chase with police
was none other than Pearl’s mayor. 

Pearl Police Departmentofficer Jere-
my Haywood said he and another officer
were in a local bank after they got a call

about a possible credit
card fraud suspect. When
the suspect, Jermaine
Marshall of Chicago, saw
the bank manager point
him out, he took off run-
ning. 

Haywood said he and
the other officer took off

in pursuit of the suspect, who headed to-
ward the area of Old Brandon Road and
Bierdeman Road. The other officer was
injured in the chase, and as the suspect
turned south toward Old Brandon and
crossed the road, Haywood said, he saw
Police Chief Tim Sarrett and Mayor
Brad Rogers getting out of a truck and
joining the foot chase.

Pearl
mayor
catches
suspect
THERESE APEL
THE CLARION-LEDGER

See Catch, Page 7A

Rogers 

Quickly, before you think about it:
What is the first name that comes to
mind when you think of quality
watches? What about e-commerce
companies? Candy? Underwear?

If you named Rolex, Amazon, Her-
shey and Fruit of the Loom, you would
be in good company. Those brands are
among the top 10 on a list of the most
highly regarded brands in the U.S.
today, according to a study by the Rep-
utation Institute.

The organization compiles U.S. Rep-
Trak 100, an annual list of the Top 100
brands most associated with positive
attributes across a range of behaviors,
including quality of products, use of
innovation and others. The survey 

What are the
top 100
brands in US?

Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

See Moak, Page 7A

J
ackson State University theater professor Yohance
Myles is a professional actor who has played many char-
acters, but an impactful current role that seems to mat-
ter most is as a father whose son witnesses the fatal

shooting of an unarmed white college student by an
African-American police officer in Fox’s “Shots
Fired.”

Although compelling, the fictional
story is the antithesis of actual current
news events that involved controver-
sial police shootings of unarmed
black men. These occurrences
sparked nationwide protests and
ignited the “Black Lives Matter”
movement.

The story is also “an autopsy of
our criminal justice system,”
Myles said of “Shots Fired,” a 10-
episodic television story that airs
at 7 p.m. Wednesdays. He said the
autopsy “helps us figure out why
things like this happen. And, it pro-
vides TV watchers a different view
from various seats in the house.”

“It’s unlike every other show.
We’re not just talking about a shoot-
ing that happens to an African-Amer-
ican kid. We’re talking about a young
white person who gets killed. This time

the storyline is flipped. The question becomes can we now be
receptive to chants of ‘white lives matter’?”

Myles portrays Leon Grant, father of Cory (played by
Marqus Clae). Besides working in film, in real life he’s also a
stage actor committed to his role as a university professor
working with students in the JSU Department of Speech
Communications and Theatre in the College of Liberal Arts.

For Myles, a father of four sons and a daughter, his role in
“Shots Fired” was emotional and heartrending be-

cause “it made me realize my own set of fears. It’s
one thing to raise your kids in the right way, but
at the same time, when they are not around me,

there are other sets of fears, especially when
they’re at school or with their friends.”

A doting parent, Myles said, the agoniz-
ing fright results from being an African-
American father trying to “live up to what
American society says those types of stan-
dards should be with raising boys.”

While he was speaking about his own
children, his transparency was on full
display, especially during these difficult
times when this racially divided nation is
facing so many injustices.

One jarring scene, in particular, that
derailed him from the actual script was
when son Cory in the show is interrogated
intensely by an investigator who implies
the crime brings everyone into question.

Myles said the grilling “makes you won-

‘SHOTS FIRED’ 

SPECIAL TO THE CLARION-LEDGER

Yohance Myles, a JSU theater
professor and professional
actor, plays a father in Fox’s
“Shots Fired.” 

JSU theater prof stars in new Fox series
TAMARCUS LOTT AND L.A. WARREN
SPECIAL TO THE CLARION-LEDGER

See Shots Fired, Page 7A
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evaluates responses from 42,000 peo-
ple who completed a survey in the
first three months of the year. All this
data is evaluated, analyzed and com-
piled into a cumulative score, result-
ing in a ranked list of the Top 100 com-
panies.

The top 10 companies in this year’s
just-announced survey are, in order:
Rolex, Amazon, Sony, Lego, Hallmark,
Netflix, Kimberly-Clark, Hershey,
Fruit-of-the-Loom and Barnes and
Noble.

“Classic American brands stand
out at the top of this year’s US Rep-
Trak 100 rankings, with seven of the
10 companies U.S.-based, and most of
these representing what we’d consid-
er ‘nostalgic brands’ like Lego, Hall-
mark and Fruit of the Loom,” noted
Allen Bonde, Reputation Institute’s
chief marketing officer, in an aricle
for Marketing Daily. “Especially ap-
pealing to Millennials, we see these
types of brands equally focused on
good citizenship, active on social
media and great at demonstrating
their brand purpose across all media
channels.”

While most people know a “brand”
when they see one, it’s important to
point out the term “brand” is actually
a complicated concept through which
organizations (and sometimes, indi-
viduals) become widely known. Most
Americans would instantly recognize
most of the brands listed on the Top
100 because they’ve become well-
established through advertising, mar-
keting and retail presence. Most (but
not all) dominate their particular mar-
ket niches, and many are interna-

tionally known.
Of course, no brand is immune

from reputation damage, and in the
social-media-intense world we live in
today, a carefully built image can be
crushed overnight by many things,
including one bad decision by an em-
ployee, poor corporate decision-mak-
ing or just plain bad luck.

There were significant “winners”
and “losers” in this year’s report. For
example, Rolex edged out Amazon to
take first place this year, and Kimber-
ly-Clark (which makes a variety of
consumer products, but is best known
for its paper products such as Klee-
nex) broke into the Top 10 for the first
time. South Korea-based Samsung
took a precipitous drop from No. 3 in
2016 to No. 63 this year after being hit
hard by the Galaxy Note 7 recall (but,
as the survey authors noted, its previ-
ous brand strength helped inoculate it
from an even-more disastrous fall.)
Yahoo’s reputation dropped after a
spate of bad news including a major
data breach, and American Express’
iconic image took a hit after a number
of recent issues, including ending its
exclusive contract with Costco and
concerns about its leadership.

The survey also included rankings
by industry, categorizing companies
into 16 industries by reputation. At the
top of the industry rankings were
Consumer goods and services, fol-
lowed by Food and Beverage, Trans-
port, Automotive and Airlines. At the
bottom of the list was Energy, fol-
lowed by Telecommunication, Health
care and Financial.

To download the complete report
(it’s free, but you’ll need to provide
your name, email address and other
information), visit http://bit.ly/
2nAvLzk. 

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Moak
Continued from Page 5A

It’s not uncommon for Rogers and
Sarrett to go to lunch together, and they
happened to be in Sarrett’s truck when
the chaos erupted.

“When I took off running, he took off
running,” Sarrett said of the mayor. 

Rogers said they had been listening to
the radio and overheard an officer call-
ing for backup in a foot pursuit because
he’d been injured. He described the sus-
pect as having on “pants to his knees and
purple underwear.” They said the sus-
pect had doubled back and was headed
toward the Police Department. 

“So, as we were coming down the
road, we saw him cross the road, and we
both said, ‘There he is!’ at the same
time,” Rogers said. 

“The next thing I know, the mayor and
the police chief are running next to me,”
Haywood said. 

Marshall slowed down at one point
and turned around as if he were going to
give himself up, Haywood said, but then
continued on and went over an 8-foot pri-
vacy fence. 

Rogers, who trains for various fitness
competitions including the yearly na-
tional police competition Lawfit, went
over the fence behind him. Sarrett and
Haywood went through a gate. 

In spite of being unarmed, Rogers
yelled at the suspect to get on the ground,
and he complied without too much fuss,
the mayor said. Sarrett and Haywood
showed up seconds later and were able to
make the arrest. 

“We were in the right place at the
right time,” Rogers said. 

Haywood, who is still in his 20s, said
he was a little tired from having already
been on the foot chase, but that he was
pretty surprised to see how spry Rogers
is. 

Marshall, who officials say has a
lengthy history, was booked and charged
with credit card fraud, identity theft,
and failure to obey a police officer.

Catch
Continued from Page 5A

der, ‘are you being racially profiled just
because you were near the site of the
crime — wrong place at the wrong
time.’”

Nevertheless, the scene that ap-
peared all too real knocked Myles com-
pletely off balance. He spontaneously
snapped out of character, abrasively
demanding to the detective that
“you’re not gonna talk to my son like
that.”

Immediately, the white director
said, “Hey, pull back!”

An agitated Myles said, “No, I can’t
pull back. I’m not gonna let you sit here
and just talk to him like this.”

Myles’ outburst prompted an Afri-
can-American man near the director to
say, “That’s just our culture. That’s how
we express ourselves. It’s not that
we’re angry. We’re just very protective
of what we really care about.”

Myles’ sudden improvisation was
merely representative of the passions
felt by many African-Americans
who’ve experienced police brutality —
sometimes with lethal consequences
similar to real-life casualties: the shoot-
ing of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin in
Sanford, Florida, in 2012; the shooting
of 18-year-old Michael Brown in St.
Louis in 2014; and the deadly choking of
Eric Garner in 2014 in Staten Island,
New York.

Nevertheless, it’s uncertain wheth-
er that bit of improvisation will make
the actual cut.

Throughout his acting career, Myles
has portrayed many characters but
again reiterated that his role in “Shots
Fired” wasn’t much of a stretch be-
cause of his experiences as a father.

“There are moments in your life
when you know you’re prepared for it;
you just know this is really for me. …
I’m a dad; I can relate to this.”

“ ‘Shots Fired’ is long overdue,”
Myles said, “although it’s still in the
right time.”

He said he wonders what the dynam-
ics would have been had the show been
produced during the volatile and highly
charged reports of police brutality
against African Americans.

Despite being cast in several high-
profile roles, Myles exudes profound
humility. He dimmed the light on his
acting achievements while still illumi-
nating the issues of cultural violence
and unequal justice in the African-
American community — whether un-

provoked police brutality or senseless
black-on-black crime.

To that point, he encourages parents
of all races to sit down with their chil-
dren and have thought-provoking dis-
cussions to further their understand-
ings of what’s happening in America.

Myles spoke candidly about one
stunning story shared on the set by
lead actors Sanaa Latham and Stephan
James. The first day Myles showed up,
he heard the other actors mention that
a teenager had been fatally shot two
days earlier in the rough project com-
munity of Gateway Station in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, where “Shots
Fired” was being filmed.

Myles commends Fox for its ap-
proach in telling the narrative of
“Shots Fired,” which also stars Oscar-
winning actors Helen Hunt and Rich-
ard Dreyfuss.

“The network actually goes behind
the scenes. We see from different per-
spective of lenses: the community
views; the law enforcement views; we
even go into the life of the cop who did
this particular shooting and his house-
hold environment and the ensuing
chaos. It’s important to mention that
when news media report about a crime
we often forget about all the other peo-
ple involved because no one raises
questions about them,” Myles cau-
tioned.

He’s especially pleased with others
aspects of authenticity in “Shots
Fired.” He notes two of the research-
ers for the show are former U.S. Attor-
ney General Eric Holder and former
Los Angeles Police Department detec-
tive Michelle Alexander, author of the
“The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarcera-
tion in the Age of Colorblindness.”

Many musical acts have loaned
their voices to “Shots Fired.” Viewers
will hear the sounds of Swiss Beatz,
Scarface, Blu Cantrell, Nas, Molly Mu-
sic, BJ the Chicago Kid, Leon Bridges,
Alan Black and many others.

So, what’s next for Myles, the actor
whose other credits include the televi-
sion drama “Containment,” the film “2
Guns” and the action-adventure televi-
sion drama “Into the Badlands”?

Myles shared that his next role is
“Created Equal,” which was recently
picked up by the Sunscreen Film Festi-
val. Directed by Bill Duke, it’s a drama
about a Catholic nun who wants to be-
come a priest. She files a lawsuit
against the archdiocese of New Or-
leans for sexual discrimination.

Another upcoming role is a “small
hush-hush project coming soon that’s
connected to the OWN Network,” he
said.

FRED NORRIS/FOX

Preston Terry (Stephan James) holds a news conference with Sarah (Conor Leslie) and Gov.
Eamons (Helen Hunt) in Episode 1 of “Shots Fired.” 

Shots Fired
Continued from Page 5A

Boosting graduation rates to a histor-
ic high and bringing life to numbers
have resulted in gold stars for Jessica
Broome, principal of Pearl Junior High
School, and Luke Daniels, a sixth-grade
math teacher at Petal Upper Elementary
School.

The state Department
of Education announced
on Friday that Broome
and Daniels were the 2017
Mississippi Administra-
tor of the Year and 2017
Mississippi Teacher of
the Year, respectively.

The honor is given to
one administrator and
teacher each year follow-
ing an extensive selection
process that narrows
down a statewide pool
(each district selects a recipient) to two
finalists from each of Mississippi’s four
congressional districts.

“I congratulate both recipients for
the well-deserved honors. They are ex-
amples of the outstanding educators in
Mississippi who are committed profes-
sionals and who focus on preparing each
child to be successful in school and in
life,” said Carey Wright, state superin-
tendent of education.

Broome, who has taught in Georgia in
addition to Mississippi, has served as

principal of Pearl Junior
High School since 2011. A
news release by MDE
recognized her as key in
improving the Pearl Pub-
lic Schools District’s
graduation. Last year,
just over 87 percent of
students graduated from
the district, a historic
high.

“Simple school man-
agement from the princi-
pal is no longer adequate.
Instructional leadership that is transfor-
mational, data-driven, and that results in
improved instruction from teachers is
critical to improving student achieve-
ment, and ultimately, to ensuring sus-
tained student school success,” Broome
said.

Daniels will travel to Washington,
D.C., to meet the president and first lady
and will participate in a Rose Garden
recognition ceremony at the White
House.

“I love giving students, who have nev-
er experienced it, a taste of success. Suc-
cess is addictive, so it is of paramount
importance that we help every student,
even if only in a small way, experience it.
Once the snowball starts rolling, it’s im-
possible to stop,” he said.

Daniels and Broome will both receive
a $5,000 stipend. They will also partici-
pate in various presentation and activ-
ities throughout the state.

Pearl principal and
Petal teacher receive
top education honors
BRACEY HARRIS
THE CLARION-LEDGER

Luke Daniels
is a math
teacher at
Petal Upper
Elementary
School.

Jessica
Broome is the
principal of
Pearl Middle
School.
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