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Holly Brandon stayed home with her
twin boys when they were young and
took part in Petal School District’s Par-
ents as Teachers program. She read the
twins at least one book-a-day, got down
on their level to play with them and mod-
eled speech for them.

“I tried to focus on them and stay off
my phone so they could get the bonding
they needed,” she said. “Those first
three years set the foundation for the
rest of their lives.

“With me staying home and teaching
them what I could, now they are in kin-
dergarten doing really well.”

Brandon also has an 18-month-old son
and she’ll be taking him to Washington,

D.C. Tuesday for “Strolling Thunder” —
an event to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of early education. Brandon will be
the only mom from Mississippi joining
mothers from 49 other states and the
District of Columbia. They’ll bring their
babies in strollers to meet their congres-
sional representatives to urge them to
“think babies.”

“We need to provide families with the
support to nurture their babies and lay
the foundation for later success,” said
Patricia Cole, director of government re-
lations for Zero to Three, the group spon-
soring the event. “If you develop strong
support in the early years, you’ll have a
strong outcome down the road.”

Cole said there’s not enough funding
for federal programs which help young

families. For instance, only one out of six
eligible children is getting federal assis-
tance for childcare. Only 6 percent of
children eligible for Early Head Start
can participate.

The moms will urge representatives
to support paid family leave policies,
increase access to quality, affordable
child care and build up mental
health supports in pediatric care
and early childhood programs.

Brandon said the congres-
sional representatives should
realize the foundation is laid at
day one.

“I hope they will be more
aware of babies and their needs
and consider them when they
make their policies,” she said. FILE PHOTO/THE CLARION-LEDGER 
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Cole Hill, Purvis High School senior, didn’t
used to like to sing in public. But last month, he
won a $5,000 scholarship by performing Elvis
Presley’s “Love Me” and Ray Charles’ “Drown in
My Own Tears” in the Tupelo Elvis Fan Club sing-
ing contest. 

“I would not sing in front of people. I was terri-
fied. I was petrified,” Hill said of the way he felt a
couple years ago. “But I built up the confidence
and it took off from there.”

Hill, 18, performed in Presley’s birthplace to
take first place in the contest. He first had to sub-
mit a video of himself singing the Elvis song “In
the Ghetto” and John Mayer’s “Something Like
Olivia.” Out of about 50 video submissions, he
was chosen to appear in Tupelo with the top 10.

“I (sang) eighth out of 10,” Hill recalled. “I
watched all these amazing performers and then I
went up there and gave it all I had and they called
my name.”

Pretty good for a guy who’s played guitar for
more than a decade, but only began singing two
years ago. His first appearance was at Olive Bap-
tist Church in Lumberton.

“It took a lot to sing in front of people,” he said.
“But people told me they really enjoyed it, so that
kept me going — kind words from other people.”

Now it’s hard to keep Hill from singing. He ap-
pears regularly at his church and has gigs at
Chesterfield’s, Sully’s and Dis & Dem. He eager-
ly accepted school counselor Mary Ann Lam-
beth’s invitation to enter the singing contest.

“I always try to get (the students) to do this
one because it looks like a fun one,” she said. “He
is the (only) one who took me up on it.”

Lambeth said Hill kept his vocal skills a se-
cret.

“I’ve known him for several years and I knew
he would play guitar,” she said. “I had no idea he
could sing until a talent show last May.”

Hill’s vocal coach, Douglas Broome, said his
student is an old soul.

“He does 40s-50s music,” Broome said. “He
does Sinatra, Ray Charles. 

“I haven’t led him in that direction. That’s
Cole’s heart. That’s what he loves.”

Broome said the Elvis contest was perfectly

suited to Hill’s style.
“Cole is really the spirit of that type of music,”

Broome said. “He’s been singing Elvis music and
knocking it out of the park.”

Hill heads to the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi next fall to get a basic education and then
it’s on to Nashville to pursue a music career. 

No doubt, when he is there, he’ll remain as
humble as he is in Purvis.

“I was lucky enough to be born with a little bit
of God-given talent and the rest I gotta put the
hard work in,” he said.

Hill said he rarely gets nervous now when per-
forming.

“I’ve gotten to where it’s less stage fright and
it’s more excitement,” he said. “I’m more ready
to perform.”

Hill is also ready for the brighter lights and
louder applause that comes from being on the big
stage.

“I want to go to Nashville and make a good liv-
ing pursuing music,” he said. “I want to find some
good gigs. It’s what I was born to do.”

Broome said his student could probably do
anything he wants.

“In my opinion, he is a Michael Buble in the
making,” Broome said. “Cole could do a lot of
things and be successful. 

“He’s an up and coming star who bears watch-
ing.”
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Cole Hill won a $5,000 scholarship by taking first place in the Tupelo Elvis Fan Club singing contest. 
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“I was lucky enough to be born

with a little bit of God-given talent

and the rest I gotta put the hard

work in.” 
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Mississippi is a big, vibrant place,
changing as constantly as the river for
which it’s named. To keep up with it all,
the Mississippi secretary of state has
the job of keeping official records of
the Magnolia state.

Last week, Secretary of State Del-
bert Hosemann rolled out the current
edition of the Blue Book, which includes
just about everything you’d need to
know about Mississippi in its 812 pages.

Want to find out how many incorpo-
rated towns are in Jones County? There
are four (Ellisville, Laurel, Sandersville
and Soso). Want to know where to send
mail to the Mississippi Blues Commis-
sion? That would be Indianola. But the
book is more than just a book of Mis-
sissippi trivia; it also contains vital
information for educators, businesses
and economic developers.

This year’s volume is a little heavier
than usual, thanks to a special section
prepared for Mississippi’s bicentennial
year. The 59-page section highlights
Mississippi history, along with a diverse
host of business, medical and creative
success stories. They include 29 busi-
nesses, 41 business leaders, and figures
in sports, literature and the arts.

“Mississippi has come so far in its
first 200 years,” Hosemann said in a
news release. “The faces lining the
introductory pages of the Blue Book
illustrate our resilience, growth and
progress.”

A key role of the Blue Book is in
keeping an official record of elections.
The Blue Book has a listing of all recent
federal, state and local election results,
along with listings of local, county, state
and federal officials. It also has detailed
statistics on cities and counties, along
with information about transportation,
media, census data and climate.

The book is published every four
years, after each Mississippi general
election. It’s been published at least
since 1904 (although not always called
the Blue Book), and this year Hose-
mann’s office printed 10,000 copies at a
cost of $217,674 for the whole project.
Jackson ad agency Maris, West & Baker
assisted with design, with Hederman
Brothers handling the printing.

“We wanted to show our history and
where we’re going,” Hosemann said.
“It’s an official stake in the ground for
where we can move forward.”

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsumer
@gmail.com.

You can
find it all
inside the
Blue Book
State’s government,
culture, history featured

Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH
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The 2017 bicentennial version of the “Blue
Book” was released Tuesday at the Capitol. 

Details
» Copies of the printed book are available
from the secretary of state’s office by calling
601-359-6344 or emailing bluebook@sos.ms
.gov.

» A digital version can be viewed or
downloaded at http://bit.ly/2qciuQf.


