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WithMississippi’s only children’s
hospital plus clinics statewide, we’re
here for every Mississippi kid.

Children’s of Mississippi is part of
the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

Learn more atmississippikids.org

A reserve instructor pilot with Columbus Air Force
Base has been sentenced to 10 months in a Scottish pris-
on after attempting to fly a commercial jet carrying 141
passengers while intoxicated. 

Paul Brady Grebenc, 35, of Columbus, was arrested
in August for allegedly violating Britain's Railways and
Transport Safety Act due to inebriation, according to
the British Broadcasting Corp. 

Grebenc, a first officer with the airline and an U.S.
Air Force major, was removed from the plane after air-
port security staff smelled alcohol on the breath of his
fellow pilot, Carlos Roberto Licona, 46, of Texas, and

"raised the alarm."
Grebenc and Licona were scheduled to fly a Boeing

757 from Glasgow Airport in Scotland to Newark, New
Jersey, at 9 a.m. local time. The flight was delayed for
nine hours.

According to the BBC, police were contacted and
went to the departure gate, where Licona and Grebenc
were removed from the flight.

Fiscal Depute Scot Dignan told the BBC, "Police did
not go on board the aircraft as they wanted to be dis-
creet and not alarm passengers. Grebenc was asked to
disembark with Licona as police also had suspicions re-
garding him."

Pilot pays for trying to fly drunk
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United Airlines pilots Brady Grebenc, of Columbus, left, and
Carlos Licona leave court in Glasgow in this file photo.

Miss. reserve instructor sentenced to 10 months in a Scottish prison
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See Pilot, Page 7A

The Selby and Richard McRae Foun-
dation has donated $4 million to Millsaps
College, accelerating a campaign to ren-
ovate the school’s Christian Center at
Millsaps College.

The Christian Center, a fixture on the
campus of the private Methodist-affiliat-
ed college since its construction in the
1950s, is scheduled for a renovation that
will establish new classrooms and office
space for the Humanities division, a new
175-seat lecture hall and a new chapel
and center for the chaplaincy on cam-
pus.

Renovation of the Christian Center is
anticipated to begin sometime in the
2017-18 academic year. Upon comple-
tion, the building will be rededicated as
the Selby and Richard McRae Christian
Center, according to a Millsaps news re-
lease.

The McRae Foundation was estab-
lished in 1965 to support the arts, educa-
tion and social service organizations in 
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See Millsaps, Page 7A

If you were to ask a person in their
middle 20s about their plans for retire-
ment, most would probably shrug their
shoulders and tell you they’d given it
little thought. Even many people in
their 40s (while most would have
thought about it) wouldn’t really have a
good idea about how they planned to
finance their dreams once they leave
the workforce. Perhaps unsurprisingly,
many of us just aren’t very good at
planning for the future.

But we should be. As lifespans in-
crease and people stay in the workforce
longer, people will need to have some
way to finance their lifestyle in retire-
ment. Most retirement planning ex-
perts agree that good planning can help

Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

Women less
prepared for
retirement
than men

See Moak, Page 7A

PHOTOS BY ELIJAH BAYLIS/THE CLARION-LEDGER

Demarcus Tucker, 8, takes a turn blowing the horn of a dump truck during the “Touch A
Truck” event at the Trustmark Park in Pearl Friday. Visitors got the opportunity to touch,
honk and even operate several of the many machines on display. 

Sallie Castillo, 4, pretends to operate a
backhoe.

Davis Magnet School teacher Jennifer
Tanner, center, sits with her students in the
bucket of a bulldozer.

Asia Harrison, 7, operates a backhoe. 

Children explore heavy machinery.

Watch

participants at

the ‘Touch a Truck’ event.

clarionledger.com

‘TOUCH A TRUCK’
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Grebenc and Licona each submitted
to a breath analysis at the airport. 

The BBC reported Grebenc had 42
milligrams of alcohol in 100 milligrams
of blood — more than double the 20-mil-
ligram limit for flying. Licona was
breath-tested and gave a reading of 63
microgrammes of alcohol in 100 millo-
grams of breath — seven-times the 9 mi-
crogrammes drink-fly limit.

Licona reportedly told police at the
airport that he had "a few beers with
lunch" the day before and "a few with din-
ner." However, the BBC reported Licona
and Grebenc stayed up drinking the
night before their flight.

A blood sample taken hours after he
was removed from the flight showed he
was still more than twice the 20 micro-
grammes blood alcohol level.

In a statement issued Friday morning,
a United Airlines spokesman said Gre-
benc was no longer employed with the

airline. 
"We hold all of our employees to the

highest standards," said Johnathan Gue-
rin, United Airlines spokesman. "This pi-
lot was immediately removed from ser-
vice and his flying duties in August 2016."

In a statement, Columbus Air Force
Base noted Grebenc was not on active
duty at the time of the incident but may
face military punishment.

"His leadership will review the situa-
tion to determine if he will face military
administrative actions. Additional de-
tails will be made available once a deci-
sion on administrative action is made,"
the statement read.

Grebenc's attorney, David McKie,
told the court the case would have "cata-
strophic consequences" for his client and
could see him being dishonorably dis-
charged from the U.S. Air Force and los-
ing his pilot's license, the BBC reported.

Licona's attorney reportedly said his
client had "battled a drinking problem
for many years" and asked for leniency
so he could complete treatment but was
told Licona had not taken steps to get
treatment. He was sentenced to 15
months in jail March 15. 

Pilot
Continued from Page 5A

central Mississippi. It is managed by the
couple’s children —Richard D. McRae
Jr., Susan McRae Shanor and Vaughan
W. McRae.

“Our parents were committed to Mill-
saps for many reasons — including its
Methodist heritage and progressive in-
tellectual approach to social issues as re-
flected in the professors and speakers
who are part of the Center’s historic fab-
ric,” the McRae siblings wrote in a letter
announcing the gift. “We can think of no

better way to honor our parents and their
commitment to Millsaps.”

Previous gifts to Millsaps from the
McRae Foundation include an endowed
scholarship for undergraduate students
and a chair of business administration in
the Else School of Management.

Millsaps President Robert W. Peari-
gen, president of Millsaps College, ex-
pressed gratitude for the McRaes' dedi-
cation to the college.

“This is an extraordinary gift for Mill-
saps,” Pearigen said in the news release,
“and we are honored that the legacy of
Selby Watkins McRae, a 1946 graduate of
Millsaps, and Richard McRae, a long-
time trustee of the college, will live on as
part of this historic building.”

Millsaps
Continued from Page 5A

you overcome rising prices, economic
uncertainties and taxes. Women are at
special risk for several reasons, not the
least of which is because, statistically,
they can expect to live longer than the
men in their lives.

A study this month by Transamer-
ica’s Center for Retirement Studies 
points out a number of trends and high-
lights the need for women to get more
involved and proactive about their
retirement plans.

“Today’s women are better educated
and enjoy career opportunities that our
grandmothers’ generation could only
dream about,” noted TCRS President
Catherine Collinson. “Nevertheless,
women continue to encounter chal-
lenges including lower pay, time out of
the workforce for parenting or caregiv-
ing, and longer life expectancies that
all contribute to unique challenges in
adequately saving for retirement.”

Among the most alarming findings
from the study: only about 10 percent of
women are “very confident” in their
ability to fully retire with a comfort-
able lifestyle, about half of the rate for
men asked the same question. A poorly
planned retirement can lead to inability
to deal with the unexpected circum-
stances — health conditions, sudden
unemployment or unforeseen expenses
— that could send you into a financial
tailspin.

While about seven in 10 working
women say they are participating in
some type of retirement savings plan
(such as a 401(k) or an employee-spon-
sored IRA, they probably started sav-
ing later than their male counterparts.
On average, women who are investing
in an employee plan started doing so at
28, compared to 26 for their male co-
workers. Two years might not seem like
a lot, but it adds up over time, thanks to
interest and compounding. Many fi-
nancial experts with whom I’ve consult-
ed over the years advise young people
to start saving for retirement as soon as

they enter the workforce.
Another issue: too little savings. On

average, women in the survey reported
a median household retirement savings
of about $34,000, with two-thirds saying
they don’t know what they’ll do if
they’re forced into retirement sooner
than expected. When asked what
amount of savings would be adequate,
the average respondent said she’d like
to have at least $500,000 in the bank.
And while many women say they’ll
count on Social Security for a portion of
their income in retirement, most worry
that it won’t be available to them by the
time they retire.

"The facts are startling and clear.
Women must begin taking greater con-
trol and gain an understanding of their
true retirement outlook," Collinson said.
"By confronting challenges head-on,
women can acquire essential knowl-
edge about how to achieve financial
security and create plans that can help
mitigate risks and steer them on a
course for financial security and a
more positive outlook for their retire-
ment ambitions."

Here are a few of the suggestions
contained in the Transamerica report;
more suggestions and a report summa-
ry may be found athttp://bit.ly/2nX3ILo:
» Start saving on a regular, consistent
basis. Even a few dollars can add up
over years, thanks to interest and com-
pounding.

» Participate in any retirement plan
offered through your employer. Many
offer matching contributions and other
benefits, which can significantly in-
crease your investment.

» Get educated about retirement
investing, including learning about how
to make your retirement savings last
longer, and learn about the best (and
worst) times to start drawing Social
Security.

» Get help. Seek the assistance of a
qualified financial planner to take a
look at your goals and devise a strategy
to make it happen. Agingcare.com has
some great advice on how to find a good
financial adviser at
http://bit.ly/2nGYqrb. 

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Moak
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MARKSVILLE, La. - A Louisiana
law enforcement officer testified Fri-
day at his murder trial that he was try-
ing to save a fellow officer when he
opened fire on a car, killing a 6-year-old
autistic boy and critically wounding his
father.

The Advocate reported that Derrick
Stafford cried when a prosecutor
showed him photographs of the slain
child, Jeremy Mardis.

Stafford said he didn’t know the boy
was in the car when he fired and didn’t
see his father’s hands in the air after a
2-mile car chase in Marksville in No-
vember 2015.

“Never in a million years would I
have fired my weapon if I knew a child
was in that car. I would have called off
the pursuit myself,” Stafford said.

But he said he shot at the car be-
cause he feared the boy’s father, Chris-
topher Few, was going to back up and
hit another deputy city marshal with
his vehicle. That other deputy, Norris
Greenhouse Jr., also fired shots at the
car.

“I felt I had no choice but to save
Norris. That is the only reason I fired
my weapon,” Stafford said.

Two other officers at the scene — a
third deputy city marshal and a Marks-
ville police officer — didn’t fire their
weapons that night. 

Prosecutors said the officers
weren’t in any danger and shot at the

car from a safe distance.
Video from the police officer’s body

camera shows the boy’s father had his
hand raised in the vehicle as the two of-
ficers collectively fired 18 shots, 14
coming from Stafford’s semi-automat-
ic pistol. At least four bullets hit Mar-
dis, who died within minutes.

Stafford and Greenhouse are
charged with second-degree murder
and attempted second-degree murder.
Greenhouse awaits a separate trial lat-
er this year.

Stafford’s trial began Monday. Pros-
ecutors finished presenting their case
on Wednesday. Jurors could hear attor-
neys’ closing arguments later Friday
before they begin deliberating.

The Town Talk reported that prose-
cutor John Sinquefield asked Stafford
if he had watched the body camera
video.

“I lived it,” he said. “I didn’t have to
watch it.”

Stafford said Greenhouse stumbled
and fell to the ground as he tried to back
away from Few’s car.

“I believe Mr. Few was using his ve-
hicle as a dangerous weapon. I believe
Mr. Few was going to hurt or kill one of
us,” Stafford said.

ELI BAYLIS/HATTIESBURG AMERICAN VIA AP, FILE

Pallbearers carry the casket of 6-year-old Jeremy Mardis to a grave site at Beaumont
Cemetery in Beaumont, 30 miles east of Hattiesburg, on Nov. 9, 2015. Jeremy Mardis, a
6-year-old autistic boy, was killed and his father wounded when marshals opened fire on
their vehicle in Marksville, La.

La. officer testifies about
death of autistic child
ASSOCIATED PRESS Marshals Norris

Greenhouse Jr., left,
and Derrick Stafford. 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. - A woman
who was hurt in a car crash that ended
a police chase more than three years
ago can’t sue the officers or the sub-
urban Birmingham city where it oc-
curred, the Alabama Supreme Court
ruled Friday.

The justices unanimously turned
back an appeal filed by Bria Mines in
her lawsuit against the city of Home-
wood and two police officers, J.C.
Clifton and Jason Davis.

Mines was a passenger in a car
driven by another woman, Bristinia
Fuller, who fled police after a shoplift-
ing report at a Babies “R” Us store on
Dec. 14, 2013, the decision said. Driv-
ing separate patrol cars, Clifton and
Davis pursued the vehicle out of a
parking lot and onto a busy street.

Fuller sped down the road, running
multiple traffic lights, before losing
control while attempting to turn and
striking a light pole and another vehi-
cle, the court said. Fuller was killed
and Mines was seriously injured.

A lower court threw out a lawsuit
filed by Mines, who appealed. But the
justices sided with the city and the of-
ficers, saying evidence showed they
didn’t cause Mines’ injuries.

Police video of the chase shot by a
dashboard camera showed “quite
clearly” that neither officer’s vehicle
was near the one driven by Fuller
when she wrecked, and neither
caused the crash, the court said.

“The video recording demon-
strates that the officers were exercis-
ing discretion and judgment during
the pursuit of Fuller’s vehicle,” the
court said.

Both officers and the city should
be protected by laws that grant immu-
nity from such lawsuit, the justices
ruled.

Court: Woman can’t sue
police over deadly crash
Crash ended chase in
Birmingham suburb
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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