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It’s been a particularly bad year for kids
left in hot vehicles. Here in Mississippi
alone, there have already been two high-
profile cases in which parents forgot their
little ones in the car, then went about their
business — to tragic effect. The website
KidsAndCars.org reports that 29 kids have
died of heatstroke in the U.S. this year after
being left in hot cars by parents or care-
givers, and the number continues to climb.

Every time there’s another case, the in-
ternet and media clamor with recrimina-
tions and suggestions. Last week, a group of
lawmakers announced their intention to
force auto manufacturers to build preven-
tive technology into their vehicles.

U.S. Reps. Tim Ryan, D-Ohio; Peter King,
R-New York; and Jan Schakowsky, D-Illi-

nois, introduced the Helping Overcome
Trauma for Children Alone in Rear Seats
Act (HOT CARS Act of 2016) on Thursday,
which, if enacted, would require the U.S.
secretary of transportation to issue a rule
requiring all new passenger motor vehicles
be equipped with a child safety alert system.

“Every year, dozens of children die when
left in vehicles — one child every nine
days,” Schakowsky noted. “These are hor-
rible, preventable tragedies. The technology
exists to prevent these deaths. You get a
warning if you forget your keys in the igni-
tion. You should get a warning if you forget
your child in the back seat.”

Child-safety advocates were quick to
praise the effort . “I want to be very clear
that this is not just a ‘seasonal’ problem,”
Jackie Gillan, president of a group called
Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety,
said in a news release. “When summer ends,
the problem will not end.” 

The bill would require automakers to
produce some kind of visual and auditory 
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Joshua Blunt, 25, center, is escorted by relatives in May after being released from the Grenada County Jail in Grenada. Blunt has been charged with manslaughter
in the death of his 8-month-old daughter, Shania Caradine. He accidentally left her in his vehicle when he went to work May 19. 

Ending hot-car deaths
Safety Tips

KidsAndCars has a list of safety tips for
download at
http://www.kidsandcars.org/files/2015/06/
Heat-Stroke-Safety-Tips.pdf. Here are a few:
» Never leave children alone in or around
vehicles; not even for a minute. 
» “Look Before You Lock” — Get in the habit
of always opening the back door to check
the back seat before leaving your vehicle. 
» Create reminders to check your back seat.
For example putting your cellphone, purse or
briefcase in the back seat will help you to
remember. 
» Make sure your child’s day care or pre-
school has strict policies about notifying you
if your child has not arrived as scheduled, and
keep your contact information up to date. 
» Keep vehicles locked at all times, even in
driveways or garages (and ask your neigh-
bors to do the same). Many kids get trapped
in cars by opening doors of a parked vehicle.

Bill 
Moak
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Proposed bill would require vehicles to be equipped with child safety alert systems
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Mississippi jumped enthusiastically
into using private prisons in the
mid-1990s, when the Department of
Corrections was under a long-standing
federal court order to ease crowding
and improve conditions in penitentia-
ries.

The state went on a prison building

spree, and legislative leaders agreed
with private-prison lobbyists, who point-
ed to government’s unimpressive rec-
ord of prison management and said
corporations might do more efficient
job at a better price. Critics decried
prisoners-for-profits as an unseemly
business model, but the state moved
ahead with private contracts for some
of its facilities.

Mississippi wasn’t alone. Many other
states, and the federal government, also
farmed out prison management to pri-
vate contractors the past couple of dec-
ades.

Now, the trend could be reversing

itself.
The U.S. Justice Department an-

nounced last month that it will phase out
the use of private prisons after the de-
partment’s own audit found more safety
and security problems in privately man-
aged facilities than in those run by the
government.

Last week, Mississippi closed a pri-
vate prison that had become notorious
for inmate abuse, the Walnut Grove
Correctional Facility.

“Good riddance to Walnut Grove, a
cesspool sponsored by Mississippians’
tax dollars,” Jody Owens, a Jackson-
based managing attorney for the South-

ern Poverty Law Center, said in a news
release Thursday.

The prison opened in 2001 as the
Walnut Grove Youth Correctional Facil-
ity and at some points, it held inmates
aged 13 to 22 who were minors convict-
ed as adults.

In November 2010, the SPLC, the
American Civil Liberties Union and
Jackson attorney Robert McDuff filed a
lawsuit alleging that some guards at the
Walnut Grove youth prison were smug-
gling in drugs, assaulting or sexually
abusing inmates and putting put some in

Analysis: phasing out private prisons
Emily Wagster
Pettus
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See Pettus, Page 4A

BAY ST. LOUIS — It’s all about per-
fection, even if it’s short-lived.

Laura Hurt, barista at Mockingbird
Cafe, said she has no idea how many
lattes she makes in an average day, but
each one has to be perfect, including the
lagniappe that comes in every cup.

“I try to do latte art on every latte I
make,” Hurt said. “But if it’s not perfect,
I’ll just make a swirl.”

For the uninitiated, a latte is coffee
made when steamed milk is poured into a
shot or shots of espresso. But Hurt takes
the process a step further and creates a
personalized design or “latte art” for all
of her customers.

“I started doing it about a year after I
started working here,” said Hurt, who
recently celebrated her 10th year with
the cafe. “I had friends who were always
tagging me in photos or asking me about
it, so I decided to try it.”

Hurt’s repertoire includes hearts and

leaves and even bunnies. She said, how-
ever, that she really enjoys doing season-
al designs for her customers.

“I do snowmen, Easter bunnies — for
the upcoming pumpkin spice season I’ve
even done pumpkins that say ‘coming
soon,’ ” she said. “During football season,
everyone gets a fleur-de-lis, and some of
the crazy college fans even ask me to do
LSU and Alabama swirls.”

Hurt is much like any other artist ex-
cept that her canvas is a steaming hot
cup of coffee. And like any practicing
artist, she said she is still challenging
herself to do new foam pieces.

“I’m trying to learn how to do a rain-
bow one and I haven’t perfected it yet,”
she said. “Every time I try it, I find some-
thing else that I’m doing wrong.”

Although the task of painting an ob-
ject with a steamed liquid may seem
daunting, Hurt can do it with ease.

“It’s all about manipulating the milk,”
she said. “You have to froth it right be-
cause if I froth it too thick, it’s not going
to work right — you have to get the per-

fect froth.”
According to eater.com, a popular

food and beverage website, milk is the
key to successful latte art. The website
says milk proteins and fat levels are con-
tributing factors into what type of foam
will be created when the milk is steamed.

Temperature is also important be-
cause milk will curdle or scald if it is
overheated.

Hurt said the first latte creation was a
simple heart.

“I’m constantly trying to learn new
things,” she said. “I’m very interested in
3-D latte art which uses a drier foam to
create sculptures — there are even peo-
ple that are doing portraits — but re-
member, you still have to serve the cof-
fee to the customer while it’s hot.”

Although Hurt has become an expert
artist, she said she only does it for her
customers.

“My customers all love it and they all
take pictures of it,” Hurt said. “I don’t
even drink lattes — I only drink boring
black coffee.”

Bay St. Louis barista turns latte orders into artwork
JEFF CLARK
THE SUN HERALD
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Laura Hurt creates personalized “latte art” for
Mockingbird Cafe customers in Bay St. Louis.
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Question:  Does John 15:1-8 indicate that 
                   all denominations are branches 
                   connected to Jesus, the vine? 
Answer:  In this passage Jesus makes the familiar 
statement:  “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” 
It is sometimes suggested that Jesus’ language 

could apply to the various “Christian” religious 
bodies that have sprung up over the centuries. 
However, a careful examination of the context of John 
15:1-8 makes it clear that Jesus was not referring to 
religious bodies, or denominations, but to individual 
Christians.  Consider verses 5 and 6:  “He that 
abideth in me bringeth forth much fruit . . . If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch.” 
Seeking to justify the division of denominationalism 
by appealing to this passage conflicts with what Jesus 
later prayed:  “. . . for those also who believe in Me 
through their word; that they may all be ONE; even 
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee . . . that 
they may be ONE, just as We are ONE; I in them, 
and Thou in Me, that they may be PERFECTED IN 
UNITY . . .” (John 17:20-23) 
The New Testament gives absolutely no support to the 
factionalism that characterizes so-called Christendom 
today.  In fact, when division began to develop in the 
church at Corinth the apostle Paul condemned it and 
commanded:  “I beseech you, brethren, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be NO DIVISIONS among you; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment.” (1 Cor 1:10) 

-  Leonard White 
 

www.mcravenroadchurchofchrist.org
  Send comments or questions to: 

McRaven Road Church of Christ 
301 McRaven Rd.  -  Clinton, MS  39056 

or  mcravenrdchurch@aol.com
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Greg Magness
Terry
W i n s t o n G r e g o r y

Magness, Jr. “Big G”,
41, passed away Friday,
September 16, 2016.
Friends and fami ly wi l l
gather at 5pm on Tuesday,
September 20, 2016 fol-
lowed by a Celebration of
His Life starting at 6pm
at Hickory Ridge Baptist
Church in Florence.
A lifelong resident of Hinds

County, Greg owned and
operated Big G’s Express.
He loved trucking and loved
working and being outdoors.

He was an avid hunter and a
true friend to all who knew
him.
Survivors include: his

wife, Karla Magness of
Terry; daughter, Jadah
Kaye Magness of Terry;
sons, Garrett Adcock and
Cole Adcock of Terry;
parents, Winston and Jan
Magness of Terry; broth-
er, Derek Magness of
Kentucky; niece, Taylor;
nephew, Gunner; and a host
of friends.
On line guest book avail-

able at www.chancellorfu-
neralhome.com.

the smART lesson plans to
a counselor at the Forrest
County Youth Detention
Center who teaches the
program to teenagers in-
carcerated there. She has
also arranged for many
students to have their art-
work displayed in public.

Teresa Poole, Hatties-
burg schools’ assistant su-
perintendent, said it was
determined during the
district’s recent fiscal
problems that Ellzey’s
program needed to stay.

“The first thing you see
when financial cuts are
made is the arts are elim-
inated,” she said. “The
smART program was a
program our teachers and
students liked. That
means if children enjoy it
— we didn’t want to cut
things that affect our chil-
dren.”

Carrie Hornsby, the
district’s director of fed-
eral programs, said Ell-
zey’s lessons help the stu-
dents assimilate the
healthy living informa-
tion. 

“We can talk to chil-
dren all day long about
making good choices,”
Hornsby said, “but many
children do not learn best
by listening — they learn
best by doing.”

Ellzey
Continued from Page 1A

for charter members and
other guests offered a
sneak peak of the mu-
seum, which is set to open
Sept. 24.

The collection of more
than 40,000 artifacts and
other items includes some
from Mississippi. More
than 3,000 will be on dis-
play when the museum
opens to the public. The
exhibits pay homage to
African-American music,
sports and history, includ-
ing the civil rights move-
ment. Mississippi was at
the heart of the move-
ment. 

The South is an inte-
gral part of exhibits
throughout the museum,
said Spencer Crew, a
guest curator. 

“When you look at the
story of segregation and
of African-American ac-
tivism, the South becomes
a very important part of
that story,” Spencer said.
“What we’re trying to tell
is the challenges, the
hopes and dreams of Afri-
can-Americans, particu-
larly those living in the
South, where 90 percent
of the population was lo-
cated, and what they ex-
perienced during this
time period.’’

The museum, ap-
proved by Congress in
2003, showcases the Afri-
can-American experience
from slavery to the pre-
sent. Its public debut will
include an address by

President Obama and ap-
pearances by first lady
Michelle Obama, former
President George W. Bush
and civil rights legend
Rep. John Lewis, D-Geor-
gia. The Obama family
toured the museum
Wednesday.

Tens of thousands of
people are expected to at-
tend the grand opening
and other events. The mu-
seum also is hosting a
three-day festival, “Free-
dom Sounds: A Communi-
ty of Celebration,’’ featur-
ing music and dance and
spoken word perfor-
mances.

“We want to create a
celebration so even if the
museum isn’t open and
you’re not in, you can real-
ly enjoy the strength of
this culture,’’ said Lonnie
Bunch, the museum’s di-
rector.

Trey Baker, a native of
Grenada, said he appreci-
ated the ‘‘celebratory’’
atmosphere at Saturday’s
open house.

“People are just truly
happy to be here and see
it,’’ said Baker, a legisla-
tive assistant for Rep.
Bennie Thompson, D-Mis-
sissippi. “It’s truly amaz-
ing to see that we can go
from that King Cotton ex-
hibit, where people were
picking cotton by hand, to
... the kind of the ascen-
sion of black people in this
country.’’

“I don’t think any sin-
gle group has come as far
in as little time,’’ he said.

Visitors to the 400,000-

square-foot museum will
be presented with 11 inau-
gural exhibits and arti-
facts, from abolitionist
Harriett Tubman’s hym-
nal to the head gear used
by the late boxer Muham-
mad Ali. They will be able
to walk through a restored
40-ton segregated rail car
and even share their own
stories. They can look up
at a Tuskegee airplane
and a tower from Louisi-
ana’s Angola prison.

Museum officials said
they had to start from
scratch to build their col-
lection. They scrambled
this week to complete fin-
ishing touches on exhib-
its, including one that will
feature the original cas-
ket of Emmett Till, the 14-
year-old murdered in
Money in 1955 after re-
portedly whistling at a
white woman.

Bunch, who knew Em-
mett’s mother, Mamie
Till-Mobley, said the fam-
ily asked him to preserve
the original casket.

“I realized that not only
should we preserve it, but
we should find a way to
exhibit it, not in a ghoulish
way, but in a way that Ma-
mie wanted it to — as a
way to say an open casket
really reinvigorated the
civil rights movement and
basically launched the
post-World War II civil
rights movement,” Bunch
said. “That’s the artifact
that makes me cry more
than anything else.”

The exhibit will tell the
story of Till’s life and the

courage of his mother to
leave his casket open,
Spencer said.

“It’s such an important
part of the story of the
modern civil rights move-
ment,” said Spencer, a his-
tory professor at George
Mason University. “I
think it’s a very powerful
symbol of the victimiza-
tion faced by African-
Americans.’’

The museum also fea-
tures other items men-
tioning Mississippi, in-
cluding Jim Crow laws
and the Freedom Riders.
One exhibit notes the con-
tribution of the late leg-
endary guitarist B.B.
King. There’s also a mark-
er describing Mound Bay-
ou as the “largest U.S. Ne-
gro town settled in July 12,
1887.’’

Price said it was impor-
tant to include Mississippi
in a museum showcasing
the culture of African-
Americans in this coun-
try.

“Mississippi is Afri-
can-American culture —
the good and the bad,’’ she
said.

Baker agreed.
“Mississippi is one of

the cultural hubs of black
America,’’ he said. “Not
only Mississippi, but ev-
erything that happened
because of Mississippi,
such as the great migra-
tion north. You get all
these hubs of Detroit and
Chicago and St. Louis be-
cause people were leav-
ing Mississippi and what
was happening there.”

Museum
Continued from Page 1A

alert for a child in a
rear seat when the mo-
tor is turned off and
instructs the secretary
of transportation to
issue a report to a Sen-
ate committee on the
“feasibility of retro-
fitting existing pas-
senger motor vehicles
with technology to pro-
vide an alert that a child
or unattended passen-
ger remains in a rear-
seating position after
the vehicle motor is
deactivated.”

Some automakers
have already been
working on the problem.
Back in June, General
Motors announced it
would debut a new sys-
tem on the 2017 GMC
Acadia SUV, which will
flash a visible and audi-
tory warning on the
speedometer if a back
door has been opened
and closed before the

driver’s side door is
opened. Similar systems
are likely to follow in
most vehicles. But no
matter the technology,
the best way to prevent
such tragedies is aware-
ness.

“We encourage indi-
viduals in all communi-
ties to take action if you
see a child alone in a
vehicle,” noted Amber
Andreasen, director of
KidsAndCars.org. “Try
to find the driver of the
vehicle, call 911 and if
the child seems to be in
imminent danger, break
the window furthest
away from the child to
rescue them.”

“You can’t buy a
vehicle today that
doesn’t remind you to
turn your headlights
off, close the door,
check your oil, all these
things,” Andreasen
added. “There’s dozens
of reminders in vehi-
cles. Why not one for a
child?”

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@gmail.
com.

Moak
Continued from Page 3A

solitary confinement. The
suit also said inmates
weren’t given proper
medical care or educa-
tional opportunities.

Utah-based Manage-
ment and Training Corp.
took over management of
the Walnut Grove prison
in 2012 from Florida-

based GEO Group. As the
prison prepared to close
last week, MTC spokes-
man Issa Arnita said that
under the company’s
management, “there have
been tremendous im-
provements at that facil-
ity.”

The prison had been
under federal court over-
sight since 2012, after a
judge agreed there were
abusive conditions. Juve-
niles were removed, but
high assault rates and

problems with supervi-
sion of inmates persisted
until the state removed
maximum-security pris-
oners.

During a 2015 federal
court hearing, an inmate
from the Walnut Grove
prison testified that gang
members beat each other
up on a daily basis and
that a health care worker
had sexually assaulted
him in while he was work-
ing in a prison infirmary.

Mississippi paid MTC

$14.6 million a year to run
the facility. State Correc-
tions Commissioner Mar-
shall Fisher announced
the planned closure three
months in advance, citing
budget constraints and
saying Mississippi’s other
prisons had room to
house the 900 inmates
from Walnut Grove.

Owens, with SPLC,
said the state needs to
take tax dollars out of
private prisons and put
money into programs to

prepare inmates to re-
enter society.

Gabriel Eber, senior
staff attorney with the
ACLU’s National Prison
Project, also hailed the
closure of Walnut Grove.

“Less than a month
after the Department of
Justice announced the
end of private prisons in
the federal system, the
industry is taking another
well-deserved hit with the
loss of Walnut Grove,”
Eber said in a statement.

“This prison’s operators
sacrificed their prison-
ers’ safety, cutting back
on staff and safety mea-
sures so severely that
violence was rampant.”

The Mississippi De-
partment of Corrections
still has three privately
run prisons.

Emily Wagster Pettus
has covered Mississippi
government and politics
since 1994. Follow her on
Twitter: http://twitter
.com/EWagsterPettus.
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