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AMORY — It’s about a
30-mile drive from the
red clay hills above
Smithville to the Black
Prairie dirt alongside
McAllister Road in Wren.
For the most of their
lives, that mileage sepa-
rated bluesmen Vincent
“Vinnie C” Cheney and
Kevin Thornton, but
since they met five years
ago at an open mic night
at a Tupelo club, the two
have become fans of each
other’s solo musical
styles.

Segueing into a new
year, the two share plans
to live the lives of work-
ing musicians together as
the blues duo, Two Trou-
badours, and strive to
play 75 to 100 shows as the
group.

“We’ve been playing
on and off for five years
together and joked
around about starting a
band, and it’s like a bomb
went off,” Thornton said
in a three-way telephone
interview from his home
at Pickwick. Cheney
linked in just outside of
Vicksburg on his drive to
a solo gig.

Thornton describes
Two Troubadours shows
as being like two solo
shows rolled into one.

“We can show up for
the dinner crowd at 6 and

swap it up til 1 in the
morning and get just as
rowdy as they want to
get,” Thornton said.

Thornton and Cheney
have each spent time juk-
ing the blues circuit and
stacking accolades like
playing with the house
band on the Mississippi
Queen riverboat, per-
forming the International
Blues Challenge and lend-
ing rhythm guitar talent
for a bluesman who grew
play with Muddy Waters.

Playing the blues is
their way of carrying a
long-lit musical torch
burning for Mississippi.

“Down in the South-
east, there’s hardly any
money in it, so you have to
pack your bags to take
Mississippi’s music
abroad. I think we take it
for granted,” said Che-
ney, a 1994 Smithville
High School graduate
who was introduced to
playing music by his fa-
ther.

Thornton and Che-
ney’s parents actually at-
tended school together in
Okolona.

“A lot of creativity
comes from isolation, and
Lord knows Monroe
County has plenty of
that,” said Thornton, a
1992 Oak Hill Academy
graduate.

“I used to live in the
hills, and my mind goes
back to being closed up in

my bedroom. Nobody
can describe those red
dirt hills above Smith-
ville and nobody knows
it like me,” Cheney said
about his rural upbring-
ing’s influence on his
music.

Growing up in an era
when teenagers their
age were getting elec-
tric guitars to emulate
the likes of Metallica
and Nirvana, Thornton
and Cheney’s love for
performing music
traced to modern mu-
sic’s gritty influences in
the Mississippi Delta.

“When you grow up
on cornbread, it’s just
going to grow on you,”
Thornton said. “I was
playing a Hank Wil-
liams Sr. song for a
crowd once and I said
he was the only white
boy to have sang the
blues. Somebody yelled
out, ‘What about Eric
Clapton?,’ and I laughed
and said he grew up in
England and asked how
much cornbread he had
eaten over there.”

Thornton and Che-
ney agree Southern dia-
lects’ corruption of the
English language
makes for better music.

“In the South, we
don’t have to pronounce
words properly, and it
helps make the words
rhyme,” Cheney said.

You can catch Two
Troubadours live on
New Year’s Eve with
back-to-back Tupelo
shows. The group plays
the Thirsty Devil from
6 until 9 p.m. and the
Stables from 9 p.m. un-
til close.

As far as plans for
the new year, Thornton
and Vinnie C plan to
continue their solo own
gigs, Two Troubadours
gigs and to record a de-
but album. They’ve
been in touch with Mus-
cle Shoals’ FAME Stu-
dios while shopping
around for the right
place to record.

Blues artists start new
year with new project
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The timeshare indus-
try is booming. In July,
the American Resort
Development Association
reported that the indus-
try had reached $8.6
billion in sales in 2015,
capping six straight
years of growth. The
association reported that
the number of timeshare
units had grown to over
200,000 nationwide, with
occupancy rates at near-
ly 80 percent. 

Many Americans look
to timeshares to help
provide a place to get
away for a few days in a
great destination without
the hassles of having to
book a hotel reservation
or maintain a vacation
home year-round. The
system works well for
many people, but many
timeshare owners have
found a hidden downside
to timeshare ownership
when they decide to sell
their property; selling a
timeshare for a decent
price can be difficult.

And, in some cases,
owners can be targeted
by scammers. Last week,
the Federal Trade Com-
mission charged the
operators of a timeshare
reselling scheme with
bilking at least $15 mil-
lion from owners by
imposing hefty up-front
fees based on false prom-
ises that they would sell

or rent the properties.
A Florida company

called Pro Timeshare
Resales and its owners
are accused of calling
timeshare owners and
claiming they had a buy-
er or renter ready, or that
they could quickly sell
the property. The compa-
ny allegedly collected as
much as $2,500 in ad-
vance to handle the
transaction, and in some
cases strung the owners
along with additional
false claims and requests
for nonexistent “closing
costs” or other fees.
When dissatisfied cus-
tomers asked for re-
funds, the FTC noted, the
requests were “denied or
ignored.”

The agency also
charged the owners of
the company with vio-
lating the Do Not Call
Registry and the Tele-
marketing Sales Rule,
and requested a federal
court halt the operation
and freeze the company’s
assets. 

If you find yourself
interested in getting rid
of your timeshare, most
experts advise you to
tread carefully to avoid
scams and rip-offs. Here
is some of the FTC’s
advice on the subject:
» Don’t agree to any-
thing on the phone or
online until you’ve had a
chance to check out the
reseller. Contact the
attorney general’s office
and consumer protection
agencies in the state
where the reseller is
located. 

» Ask the salesper-

son for all information
in writing. If they balk at
this reasonable request,
it could be a red flag.

» Ask if the reseller’s
agents are licensed to
sell real estate where
your timeshare is locat-
ed. If so, verify it with
the state Real Estate
Commission. Deal only
with licensed real estate
brokers and agents, and
ask for references from
satisfied clients.

» Ask how the resell-
er will advertise and
promote the timeshare
unit. Will you get pro-
gress reports? How of-
ten?

» Ask about fees and
timing. Most reputable
companies will take their
fees after the sale. If you
must pay a fee in ad-
vance, ask about refunds.
Get refund policies and
promises in writing.

» Don’t assume you’ll
recoup your purchase
price for your timeshare,
especially if you’ve
owned it for less than
five years and the loca-
tion is less than well-
known.

The American Resort
Development Association
is also a good resource
for timeshare owners
and has a lot of advice
and tips for timeshare
buying and selling at
www.arda.org,, along
with a list of recent
known scams to avoid at
www.arda.org/advisories/
.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.
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Some timeshares not
worth time, money
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COLUMBUS — A 12-
year-old boy in Noxubee
County has been killed in
what appears to be a gun
accident.

Coroner R.L. Calhoun
told the Commercial Dis-
patch the child, Spencer
Bennett Jr., died at a

friend’s home in Noxubee
County on Thursday after
a high-powered rifle dis-
charged.

Bennett had just re-
turned from hunting with
a friend and an adult
shortly after 6 p.m. Cal-
houn said they apparently
were passing around the
firearm when it dis-

charged accidentally. He
said Bennett was shot in
the upper abdomen and
died at the scene.

Bennett’s body will be
taken to medical examin-
ers at the State Crime Lab
in Jackson who will most
likely perform an autopsy.

So far, no charges have
been filed.

12-year-old Columbus boy
killed in gun accident
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