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Driving along U.S. 49 in Mississippi,
people could often tell where they were
based on which side of the teepee they
were on. 

The well-known landmark was erect-
ed in Pocahontas, an unincorporated
community in northern Hinds County,
and was home to The Big Tepee BBQ res-
taurant. The restaurant closed in 2012
and it went up for sale. 

However, on Thursday morning, a pic-
ture circulated on social media of a bull-
dozer demolishing the infamous roadside
attraction. Posted by T’Beaux’s Crawfish
and Catering, a frowning face had been

drawn on the photo with the caption, “If
you haven’t heard, Big D’s Tepee, a land-
mark in the Pocahontas area, was torn
down today to accommodate a new Dollar
General.”

A Dollar General spokesperson could
not be reached for comment Friday. 

RoadsideAmerica.com said the place
could seat 83 and served as dining room
of a barbecue restaurant. It also report-
edly contained “the world’s largest dis-
play of Indian tribal flags.”

T’Beaux’s Crawfish and Catering is lo-
cated across the street from the site. The
exact age of the structure wasn’t readily
available but T’Beaux’s employees esti-
mate it could have been standing for ap-

proximately 20 years. 
According to the National Park

Service,Pocahontas is also home to an In-
dian Mound, named Pocahontas Mound
A. The rectangular platform mound is 175
feet across at the base and about 22 feet
high and was built and used during the
Mississippian period, between 1000 and
1300 A.D., according to the park service.

A listing on the park service’s website
states remains of a mud-plastered log-
post building have been found atop the
mound. The mound was used as a cere-
monial temple or as a residence of a chief.
An extensive former village area sur-
rounds the mound. The site has been in-
corporated into a roadside park. 
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Big D’s Tepee has been a landmark in the
Pocahontas area for years.
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Big D’s Tepee torn down

MCCOMB - In a hut tucked away in
the woods of northwestern Pike County,
a group of young scientists is studying
ways to stop a threat of nationwide pro-
portions — wild hogs.

The children — Nicholas Davis, 11,
Daniel Holifield, 10, sister Sarah, 11, and
Seth Russell, 10 — are members of
FIRST Lego League.

FIRST is an acronym: “For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of Science and
Technology.” Lego sponsors the world-
wide program to encourage scientific
education in children.

“Guided by adult coaches, FIRST Le-
go League teams research a real-world
problem such as food safety, recycling,
energy, etc., and are challenged to de-
velop a solution,” according to the pro-
gram’s website.

“The whole idea, what they want to
do, is get them thinking and used to
problem-solving,” said Lola Holifield,
one of the adult coaches along with Beth
Davis.

This year’s theme is “Animal Allies,”
and it’s up to each team to come up with
its own project.

One recent afternoon, the Creative
Blockheads, as they call their team,
clustered around a table inside their
headquarters. Across the room is a sep-

arate project involving miniature ro-
bots.

The kids leaped right into an explana-
tion of the hog control device.

A small metal contraption repre-
sents a feed dispenser outfitted with a
lens powered by a “Raspberry Pi” com-
puter with facial recognition technol-
ogy.

The feed dispenser is placed inside a
standard hog trap of the box or cage va-
riety. When an animal goes up to the
trough, the computer determines if it’s a
hog or some other critter.

If it’s a hog, “a little arm’s going to
come up and inject it” with a steriliza-
tion hormone, Daniel explained. The in-
jection will be needle-less, with a power-
ful puff of air. Once the hog is injected, it
can exit the trap.

As time goes on, more hogs are steril-
ized until the population growth is halt-
ed.

The kids, who are fond of acronyms,
call the trap NANR, or Nature’s Ally
Nuisance Reducer. Projected cost,
$1,000. Too much, perhaps, for the casu-
al landowner but well worth it for a large
landowner whose tree plantation or
crops suffer from the depredations of
hogs, the kids said.

This may all sound like youthful fun,
but the exploding hog population is seri-
ous business. The kids unrolled a long
sheet of paper that illustrates how a sin-
gle pair of hogs can, in 10 years, theoret-
ically produce up to 12.2 million off-
spring. That’s too many for hunters to
kill or individual traps to catch. Hence
the idea of sterilization.

The idea is not new. In their research

the kids discovered a scientist at Texas
A&M is researching the same principle.

The kids came up with their idea
while studying bees. At the Museum of
Natural Science in Jackson, they
learned that wild hogs threaten bee hab-
itat. That turned their attention to con-
trolling hogs.

The kids also learned that there are
virtually no regulations on hunting wild
hogs in Mississippi.

“We wanted everyone to know they
can hunt hogs day or night,” Nicholas
said.

Seth is the only team member who
has actually seen a wild pig — so far.

“Me and my dogs were walking
around in the woods and saw a baby
hog,” he said. “I looked at it and it ran
away.”

If the kids’ plan progresses, people
may see fewer and fewer hogs someday.

The late Pike County supervisor A.
Marks used to say, aim for the stars and
you might hit the treetops. Too many
people, he added, don’t even aim for the
treetops.

That’s certainly not the case with the
Creative Blockheads.
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Tucked away in the woods of northwestern Pike County, near Summit, a group of young scientists are studying ways to stop a threat of
nationwide proportions — wild hogs. From left are Sarah and Daniel Holifield, Nicholas Davis and Seth Russell. 

Kids use science to
tackle dilemma of 
animal overpopulation
ERNEST HERNDON
ENTERPRISE-JOURNAL

What to do with wild hogs? 
“The whole idea, what they

want to do, is get them

thinking and used to

problem-solving.”

LOLA HOLIFIELD 
ADULT COACH

For many people, Christmas dinner
is really just the prelude to mouth-
watering, legendary desserts. Yes, we
love a good turkey or ham, with stuff-
ing or dressing, accompanied by casse-
roles and other sides. But really, if
we’re honest about it, we really long for
the desserts. 

No Christmas dinner is complete
without a scrumptious pie, created with
love, an old family recipe, and no small
amount of pecans, cherries, apples or
one of a dozens of other orchard spe-
cialties. Growing up, our family’s
Christmas meal often reached its de-
nouement with a mouth-watering pecan
pie, topped with a floret of whipped
cream.

In the old days, that whipped cream
was whipped with a mixer, but since the
1950s many cooks have quietly put a
can or tub of whipped cream (such as
Reddi Wip, Cool Whip and other
brands) into their baskets, resulting in
a new holiday tradition. But this Christ-
mas, many consumers may find them-
selves having to get out the mixers
again; there’s a shortage of canned
whipped cream this year. It’s already
been dubbed the “Great Reddi Wip
Crisis of 2016.”

And while it may not be the Griswol-
dian undoing of the perfect family
Christmas tableau, it’s an interesting
story and a reminder of how the in-
terconnected nature of nearly every-
thing we buy makes it vulnerable to
unseen, unexpected — and sometimes
tragic — forces. 

It all started with an explosion back
in the summer near Pensacola, Florida,
where a tanker carrying nitrous oxide
exploded while being refilled at a site 
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Reddi Wip dairy whipped topping is in scarce
supply this holiday season. 

See Moak, Page 6A
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