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mental health care, Medicaid, county
health clinics, restaurant inspections,
the state Crime Lab, casino regulators,
county livestock shows and other ser-
vices.

The 2018 budget year begins July 1,
and legislators face a late March dead-
line to adopt a spending plan.

Republican Bryant released his
executive budget recommendation
Nov. 15, and it is posted to the gover-
nor’s website. 

The Joint Legislative Budget Com-
mittee released its own recommenda-
tions Thursday. Those can be found on
the site of Legislative Budget Office. 

Both documents are just proposals,
and details are likely to change. But,
they provide insight about leaders’
priorities before the three-month leg-

islative session begins Jan. 3.
The Legislative Budget Committee

— made up of 11 Republicans and
three Democrats — recommends
spending almost $6.2 billion during
fiscal 2018, which begins July 1. That is
a reduction of $195.3 million, or 3 per-
cent, from the current year. Bryant
uses similar numbers.

Some proposals appear in both
budget blueprints, including one that
might cause heartburn for state em-
ployees worried about job security.
Bryant recommends lifting state Per-
sonnel Board oversight for all agen-
cies, which would remove civil-service
protection and make it easier for agen-
cies to hire or fire workers. Legisla-
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Analysis: Budget writers
prepare to say ‘no’ to requests

Directors of Mississippi govern-
ment agencies should get accustomed
to one word as the 2017 legislative
session approaches.

“No.”
Based on early budget proposals

released by Gov. Phil Bryant and legis-
lative leaders, that will be the answer
to plenty of requests.

Mississippi’s economy continues to
grow slowly, and tax cuts are project-
ed to reduce the money that state gov-
ernment collects to pay for schools, See Budget, Page 4A

Most of us parents like to think
we’re setting a pretty good example
for our kids. We try to make sure they
make the right decisions in every
facet of life. I can still remember my
parents reminding me to eat right, sit
back from the TV, don’t read in the
dark, and giving me a thousand other
pieces of advice. 

Most of the time, we convince
ourselves we’re doing a pretty good
job of modeling good behavior for our
kids, but a new study has suggested
many of us are just not setting a very
good example when it comes to con-
suming media on screened devices. 

In a first-of-its-kind study released
this week, parenting organization
Common Sense Media found that, on
average, parents spend more than
nine hours a day with screen media
(smartphones, TVs, computers, tab-
lets, smartwatches and other de-
vices). Most of that use is personal
(not work-related). Interestingly,
while the vast majority of parents
believe we’re setting a good example
for our kids when it comes to devices,
we’re concerned about their use of
technology. And about a third of us
are concerned our kids’ use of these
devices is keeping our children from
getting enough sleep. 

“These findings are fascinating
because parents are using media for
entertainment just as much as their
kids, yet they express concerns about
their kids’ media use while also be-
lieving that they are good role models
for their kids,” said James P. Steyer,
founder and CEO of Common Sense.
“Media can add a lot of value to rela-
tionships, education, and develop-
ment, and parents clearly see the
benefits, but if they are concerned
about too much media in their kids’
lives, it might be time to reassess
their own behavior so that they can
truly set the example they want for
their kids.”

The study, titled the Common
Sense Census: Plugged-In Parents of
Tweens and Teens, pointed out that
many parents are so worried about
their kids’ use of media that more
than two-thirds believe monitoring
their media use is more important
than respecting their privacy. It also
had some interesting findings about
how parents from different races,
income levels and educational back-
grounds differ in their use of screen
time, and the level to which they’re
worried about their kids’ device use. 

The findings should be a wake-up
call for all of us; there’s little doubt
that all of this screen use must be
having some effect on our children.
And while we are justifiably con-
cerned about the potential negative
effects of all of these media inter-
actions, it appears many of us just
aren’t applying the same logic to our-
selves. And — of course — actions
speak much, much louder than words.

“Children are great mimics, which
is why it is so important that parents
introduce real boundaries and bal-
ance early on,” Steyer said. “Media
will always be a part of life, and ev-
ery family is different, but in general,
we recommend that parents set rules
and clear plans so that kids under-
stand what is appropriate.”

One interesting finding from the
study might help us rediscover a
tradition with which many of us grew
up — family dinner time. More than
three of four parents who participat-
ed in the survey reported that elec-
tronic devices are prohibited during
family meal times. 

Common Sense is trying to encour-
age that trend with a multiyear na-
tional media campaign, #DeviceFree-
Dinner (#CenarSinCelular in Span-
ish), to encourage families to stop
using their mobile devices at the din-
ner table. The organization reports
that thousands of people have taken
the challenge, which will be promoted
during the holidays in advertising
messages. 

So, while we parents are rightfully
concerned about all the screens that
constantly seek to draw our children’s
attention, it might be a good idea to
look in the mirror and have an honest
conversation with ourselves about the
type of example we’re setting. The
result could be actually getting to
know the people sitting across from
us at the dinner table. 

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Do what we
say, not
what we do?
Study: Parents not great
when it comes to media
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John Glen Corley might not be what
one would call a typical politician.

For starters, the Pearl River County
native — who won the Nov. 29 runoff for
the District 106 seat in the Mississippi
House of Representatives — has spent a
lifetime as a livestock farmer, currently
raising cattle at Corley Farm in Lamar
and Pearl River counties.

And that’s just fine for
Corley, who will now fill
the seat left vacant when
former representative
Herb Frierson resigned
in June after being ap-
pointed commissioner of
revenue. 

“I think I can certain-
ly identify with the working families
and the working-class people very
well,” Corley said. “I grew up in this
county, and I’ve always worked for what
I had. So I believe that’s what makes a
good society, is when people have values
and work for what they have.

“Being in government, I realize for
me, is going to be a really large learning
curve, so I’ve got a lot of work ahead of
me. But I think I may look at issues with
a fresh set of eyes.”

One of the first goals Corley has set
for his first term — which will run

through early January 2020 — is to help
bolster the area’s economy, in particular
the manufacturing sector.

“With Pearl River County being the
third-largest landmass county in the
state, natural resources are certainly
one of our greatest assets that we have,”
said Corley, who in his new position rep-
resents parts of Pearl River and Lamar
counties. 

“We have a great deal of land, so I’ll
be looking at those resources and how to
put them to work for us.

“We have to look at our natural re-
sources as opportunity. If it’s not doing
anything — if it’s not productive, such as
growing bush or lying fallow — then it’s
a missed opportunity for us.”

As an example of those missed oppor-
tunities, Corley points out Pearl River
County’s lack of a sawmill or pole mill.
That stands in stark contrast to nearby
Stone County’s pole mills, paper plant
and plywood mill, as well as a paper mill
in Bogalusa, Louisiana.

“Pearl River County — and even
(areas) above and below us — are grow-
ing a great deal of timber,” Corley said.
“So shouldn’t there be some of the tim-
ber companies that are in sawmills and
paper mills that are interested in (com-
ing to the county)?”

It may be an understatement to say
that education also stands out as an im-
portant issue for Corley, given the 15
years he spent as a teacher starting in
1998. 

Corley began that stint at Mississippi
Gulf Coast Community College, where
he taught agronomy until 2013, and also
taught agriculture and horticulture at
Forrest County Agricultural High
School.

In fact, his teaching days provided
part of the inspiration for his legislative
run.

“We just see so much of our young
talent ... and there’s not a lot of options
for those guys here in South Mississippi
in particular, or anywhere in Mississip-
pi,” Corley said. “And our economy has
been lagging, especially in growth.

“So I really just felt convicted to run
(for office), and to work for our state
and our district and for all of us. Some of
the things that are in education that
keep coming down — particularly from

the federal government — are not im-
proving education. And there’s a lot of
requirements today on our teachers
that don’t in any way improve the educa-
tion of the student and are adding more
work to the teachers.”

Corley knows it won’t be the easiest
job, but he’s looking forward to getting
started and has already taken a tour of
the Capitol building in Jackson. 

He plans to continue with the cattle
business and will change his schedule a
little during legislative sessions to give
himself more freedom to work in Jack-
son.

“I look forward to finding out what
committee appointments I might be ap-
pointed to,” he said. “But that’s also go-
ing to take a lot of time and effort
throughout the year, working on getting
on those committees so that District 106
is represented.

“I don’t know all the ins and outs of
things yet, but I could certainly start
work now on how to grow this district.”

Frierson, for one, has no doubts that
Corley is up to the task.

“I think he’ll do a good job, and he just
needs to trust his instincts,” Frierson
said. “He did good (in the race) — he sur-
prised me, and I think he’s capable.

“He’s got a degree in agronomy, and
that’s one of the toughest agricultural
degrees you can get. He’s got a good
head on his shoulders.”

SUSAN BROADBRIDGE/HATTIESBURG AMERICAN

John Glen Corley, right, who won the runoff election for state House District 106, stands next to his father, Glen Corley, on their family farm.
“I think I can certainly identify with the working families and the working-class people very well,” Corley said.

A ‘F R E S H S E T O F E Y E S’
Corley rises from the
farmhouse to the
Mississippi House
HASKEL BURNS
USA TODAY NETWORK - MISSISSIPPI

At a glance
John Glen Corley

Age: 50

Occupation: Rancher/farmer, District 106
representative in the Mississippi House of
Representatives

Education: Graduate of Poplarville High
School, Pearl River Community College and
Mississippi State University

Family: Wife, Elizabeth Reyer Corley, and
two children, Claire Corley and John-Taylor
Corley
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