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crease in qualified applicants for
MTAG, MESG and HELP could result
in a reduction of funds available for for-
givable loan and payment programs
geared toward the education and health
care fields. That’s what happened this
year when the demand for state finan-
cial aid exceeded available resources,
leaving the office with a $10.4 million
shortfall.

More than 1,000 students were af-
fected by the Mississippi’s Office of
Student Financial Aid’s suspension of
payments to certain forgivable loan
and payment programs and reward re-
ductions. At the time, the office was op-
timistic the cutback might be tempor-
ary. 

Now Rodgers must consider anoth-
er setback.

Because level funding would fall be-
low the projected total of the under-
graduate grants, all loan programs
would have to be cut for the year, she
said. 

Such an appropriation would be ex-
pected to cover roughly 95 percent of
what’s needed to fund MTAG, MESG
and HELP. A 5 percent cut would have
to be spread evenly among eligible re-
cipients.

In the poorest state in the union,
there’s a demand for financial aid for
education. 

Rogers sees it in the number of ap-
plicants for the HELP program. Estab-
lished by the Legislature, the grant pro-
vides full tuition to qualified lower-in-
come students for up to four years
whose financial need will not be met
with gift aid from other sources. In
2016, more than 2,500 undergraduates
took advantage of the program —
which was set for expansion. But amid
lagging revenue, lawmakers froze a
scheduled income threshold increase,
edging out 225 recipients.

“The HELP program is growing,”
Rodgers said. “The appropriation rate
will need to grow with it.”

The postsecondary board will also
ask the Legislature to repeal what it la-
beled “small, ineffective, outdated, or
misplaced” state-supported programs,
bringing an estimated budget reduc-
tion of $1.7 million and savings in ad-
ministrative costs and human re-
sources. 

Sen. Josh Harkins, R-Flowood, chair
of the Universities and Colleges com-
mittee, said he is receptive to the re-
quests.

“We’ll take a look at anything that
will streamline and make our universi-
ties and colleges more accessible, af-
fordable and more efficient,” he said.

Harkins added that among the pro-
grams the board has asked the Legisla-
ture to appeal is the Southeast Asia
POW/MIA Grant, which has not been
awarded since 1996.

He also echoed the financial aid of-
fice’s concerns about the unintended
consequences for a forgivable loan for
students studying dyslexia therapy.
According to the postsecondary
board’s legislative request, although
the number of students in dyslexia
therapy programs has increased, many
public schools and districts do not have
the funding needed to employ gradu-
ates as full-time therapists, a require-
ment of the program. Recipients who
are not hired full time at a Mississippi
public school or district must repay the
loan in full with a 5 percent penalty and
interest.

Harkins likened the result to “set-
ting students up for failure,” suggest-
ing the committee might consider al-
ternative requirements such as allow-
ing students to work part-time.

A $569.8 million facilities appropria-
tion request for the state’s eight public
colleges and universities will also come
before the Legislature. The biggest re-
quest is from Mississippi State Univer-
sity, which posted a historic enrollment
this fall.
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“We spend a lot of time with the veter-
an just so we really understand their
needs. The first one I built was paralyzed
from the waist down, and Sgt. Burns had a
limb removed and was burnt pretty bad-
ly, but he’s still walking, so his needs are a
little different than the one we did that
was in the wheelchair,” Salmons said. 

The homes are built with a particular
goal in mind, knowing that the life of a
wounded veteran is ever-changing.

“What we try to do in a nutshell is build
this house so if that vet is ever 100 percent
by himself he can be self-sufficient,”
Salmons said. “It’s unbelievable. I’ve
been involved in a lot of charities and
have never seen one like this that really
and truly focuses completely on the per-
son receiving it.” 

Ninety cents out of every dollar re-
ceived by Homes for our Troops goes to
building homes for veterans, Salmons
said, and from the day the veteran moves
in, he or she will never make a payment
on it. 

Salmons said the fixtures in the home
are all Kohler, and Serta Pro Painters is
handling the inside of the 2,350-square-
foot home. 

Budget Blinds provides the blinds for
the windows free of charge, and there’s a
Kohler generator that powers the home
as well. 

This is the second such home that
Home Builders of Jackson has done,
Salmons said.

The first one is down the road from
where Burns will live. 

“It warms my heart to know that there
are people who care and appreciate that
we risked our lives and who value our ser-
vice to our country. I would like to say
‘thank you for all you do,’” Burns is quot-
ed as saying.

The home for Burns and his wife Sonia
is being built in Madison, close to their
family. Volunteers can offer their ser-
vices starting at 8 a.m.today and continu-
ing until the project is complete at the ad-
dress at 160 Beaufort Circle.

The key presentation ceremony is
Dec. 17, and Salmons said it’s always a
very emotional experience.

“You’ll see that everyone on that street
will come outside holding American
flags,” he said.

Home
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views on social media and use “talking
points” provided by the company in
their reviews. According to the AP’s
story, participants were prohibited
from offering media services "compet-
itive or negative to cereal" and required
to conduct "nutrition influencer out-
reach" on social media or with col-
leagues.

"I'm still feeling great from my bowl
of cereal & milk this morning! Mini-
Wheats are my fave," a council member
posted during a Twitter chat with Kel-
logg about the benefits of cereal. Kel-
logg introduced the dietitian as a
"Breakfast Council Member."

For its part, Kellogg defended its
practices in the AP’s story, but noted it
understood such blurred lines could
cause confusion. The Breakfast Council
has since been abolished.

Still, the issue has also helped erode
trust in all types of media at a time
when the media’s reputation as reliable
and unbiased is already a shambles. In
September, the Gallup Organization
reported that Americans’ trust in the
mass media had reached a historic low,
with an average of 32 percent of people
saying they don’t trust the media.
That’s the lowest number since 1976. 

It should be noted that, if you think
navigating the online-reputation world
is easy, you’d be wrong. Companies
spend millions to develop their rep-
utations, and being on the wrong end of
negative news can destroy everything

practically overnight. And, while
there’s nothing wrong with encouraging
online reviews, optimizing your compa-
ny’s search engine profile and making
sure your company puts its best foot
forward online, it can be tempting to go
further.

In recent months, scandals have
erupted after it was discovered that
companies paid people to post fake
reviews on sites like Amazon.com or
Yelp; paid popular bloggers to write
positive reviews or failed to (clearly
and conspicuously) disclose that pay-
ments were made. 

Since the internet has become the
“watering hole” where people share
news, information and reviews about
products, consumers are looking for
valuable and accurate information to
help them make choices. Of course,
everybody understands advertising and
marketing are there to help sell a prod-
uct, and they understand what they see,
hear and read in advertisements is
bought and paid for. But when it’s dis-
covered the line between fact and claim
isn’t clear, reputations can be irrepara-
bly harmed.

Many companies already belong to
organizations that have a code of ethics;
every company that sells products
should adopt one (and adhere to it). If
it’s not sufficient or broad enough,
write your own, or adapt one such as
this one, by blogger Morten Rand-Hen-
driksen. Of course, just signing on the
dotted line is easy, but having enforce-
able and robust company policies can
help protect your company’s most valu-
able asset: its reputation.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.
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Mildred Eunice Clark 
Williams, age 74, a resident 
of Brandon passed away 
on Thursday, December 1, 
2016 in Morton. Her visi
tation will be held 5-8pm 
Friday, December 2, 2016 
at Ott & Lee Funeral Home 
in Morton and 8am-9:15am 
Saturday at the funeral 
home. Services will be held 
10am Saturday, December 
3, 2016 at the Ott & Lee 
Chapel in Morton with 
burial in Morton Memorial 
Gardens. Bro. Paul Smith 
and Honorable David Clark 
will officate the services. 
Arrangements were entrust
ed to the care of Ott & Lee 
Funeral Home in Morton.

Eunice was born in Perry 
County on March 27,1942. 
She loved playing cards and 
was a member of Team 31. 
Eunice loved to play golf with 
her husband, Liles and they 
loved traveling from East 
Coast to West Coast. She 
loved the MSU Bulldogs and 
cheering them on. Eunice 
loved taking care of her fam
ily. Her family considered 
her a Matriarch because of 
her leadership to them. She 
will be greatly missed by all 
who loved and knew her.

She is preceded in death 
by mother, Mildred Gardner 
Clark; grandparents, Ligie

& Lula Gardner; paternal 
grandparents, Leonard 
& Dicie Clark; daughter, 
Cassandra Ann Fairchild; 
1st husband, Dinty Fairchild; 
2nd husband, Liles N. 
Williams Jr. D.D.S.; son 
Bobo Williams.

She is survived by her fa
ther, Dr. Howard D. Clark 
MD (Jackie) of Morton; 
daughter, Natalie Fairchild 
Hannah (Glynn) of Morton; 
4 sisters, Neva Jefcoat 
(Jere) of Brandon, Patricia 
Westberry of Morton, 
Janie Westberry of Morton 
and Betty Anne Anderson 
of Morton; 2 brothers, 
Honorable David Clark 
(Pam) of Morton and Chris 
Allen Clark of Morton; 2 
grandchildren, Beau Hannah 
(Erica) and Brandon Hannah 
(Chelsea); 2 great grand
children, Anistyn Hannah 
and Molly Clark Hannah; a 
host of nieces, nephews & 
friends.

Pallbearers will be Beau 
Hannah, Brandon Hannah, 
Brad Westberry, Doyle 
Jefcoat, Scott Westberry 
and Trey Clark. Honorary 
pallbearers will be Will 
Anderson and Jan Anderson.

Memorials may be made 
to University of Mississippi 
Medical Center Alzheimers 
Research Dept.

Born on December 8, 
1947, Ruth Elizabeth 
Wilson, was a naive of 
Jackson, MS. The eldest 
of 8 children, she began 
at an early age assuming 
the responsibility of loving 
and caring for her siblings. 
Ruth graduated from Lanier 
High School in Jackson, MS, 
and then went on to attend 
Tougaloo College. When she 
had her first job in her early 
20’s, she used her money 
to purchase underclothes 
and school clothes for her 
siblings. Because she did 
not have a driver’s license at 
the time, she was driven to 
work by her younger sister,

Mary-Catherine, who was 9.
From then on, Ruth was 

a person dedicated to tak
ing care of her family and 
friends. At the age of 21, 
Ruth met the love of her life, 
Raymond Graves, a marine 
from Yanceyville, NC sta
tioned in the same platoon 
as her brother “Rube” dur
ing the Vietnam War. Ruth’s 
brother “Rube” told his 
friend,Raymond, “I have a 
sister you might like to talk 
to.” Raymond and another 
soldier both wrote an ini
tial letter to Ruth, but once 
Raymond saw Ruth’s pic
ture, he made sure to throw 
the other man’s letter in the 
trash. From then, Ruth and 
Raymond corresponded via 
letters and phone calls for 3 
years until they met in per
son. Raymond said “It was 
love at first sight,” when he 
saw Ruth as he stepped off 
the plane, while Ruth said 
“He needed a mustache.” 
The first day they met in per
son, Raymond asked Ruth 
to marry him, and they were 
married 3 months later and 
moved to Washington, D.C.

Raymond brought with

him his daughter, Tracy, 
and he and Ruth went 
on to have 3 more chil
dren: William, Farrah, and 
Summer. Reconnecting 
with Raymond’s oldest son 
from a previous relationship, 
Derrek, some years later, 
Ruth extended her heart and 
love to embrace him as her 
own, just as she did Tracy.

Ruth had a love for dec
orating, and her “favorite 
color” changed with the 
seasons.

She and Raymond both 
retired from the US Postal 
Service, and after 36 years 
of marriage, Raymond 
passed away. Ruth was 
heartbroken, but continued 
to give and love, and laugh 
every day. Her children 
find solace in knowing she 
is now with her husband, in 
heaven. Ruth is survived by 
children Tracy Graves, (her 
daughter, Candice), Derrek 
Keggler (his wife, Lisa and 
son, Chris), William Graves, 
(his son, Julien), Dr. Farrah 
Graves Purifoy, (her hus
band, Kimani, daughter, 
Emerson Noelle, step-son, 
Zahvoni), and daughter, Dr.

Summer E. Graves. Ruth is 
also survived by her five 
sisters, Carmen Graves 
(Randy), Deborah White 
(Henry), Dorothy Horton 
(Rev. David, Sr.), Mary 
Catherine Wilson (Jacob), 
& Genevieve Denise; nieces, 
nephews, cousins, friends, 
neighbors, and the many, 
many more people who she 
touched with her kindness, 
humor, and generosity.

The love her children have 
for her is rare, and unlike any 
other. She said almost daily 
how “God blessed her with 
the most amazing children 
on earth.” We have lost our 
best friend, our world, and 
our soul, but we can now 
say: God gave us the most 
amazing angel in the form 
of the best mother anyone 
could dream to have.

The funeral services for 
Ruth Graves will be held 
11:00 A.M. on Saturday, 
December 3rd at Collins 
Northside Chapel, with 
burial in Natchez Trace 
Memorial Park.

Collins Funeral Home is 
handling arrangements.


