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WHY SUPPORT

STEWPOT HAS EARNED THE PUBLICS SUPPORT: Stewpot was created by
Jackson’s religious community in 1981 and has been serving poverty level
clients ever since. We can minister only to the extent we have funds so we
need everyone’s support. We have been voted best Non-Profit consistently by
Jackson Free Press readers for 14 years, we have been named Mississippi’s
Best Non-profit by Clarion Ledger for 2016 and we have been awarded Charity
Navigator’s 4-Star rating for the 4th straight year outperforming 85% of the
charities in the U.S. in efficiency, ethical practices and transparent financial
conduct.

Check out the rating of other charities www.charity navigator.org

CONTRIBUTING TO STEWPOT: Stewpot is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit
organization registered under the laws of the State of Mississippi. Contributions
to Stewpot are tax-deductible and for a great cause.

Donations to support Stewpot should be mailed to:
Stewpot Community Services, Post Office Box 3610, Jackson, MS 39207
Or you can make a secure online donation at www.stewpot.org. Stewpot does
not and will not divulge or sell the names, addresses, or any other information
about our contributors, newsletter recipients or people who access our website.

WHAT WE DO: Stewpot assists at least 650 impoverished people each day
of the year through one of its 16 ministries; We never charge for the food,
clothing, counseling or the shelter that we provides; Our clients are poverty level
individuals that come from Hinds, Rankin and Madison Counties. A large part of
the work we do is performed by hundreds of volunteers.
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The New Jersey-based consulting firm, EdBuild, is
supposed to submit a proposal before the session be-
gins. Debate will begin early in the legislative session
because Jan. 31 is the deadline for committees to con-
sider the first round of bills that would make general
changes to state law.

Transportation will be another big issue for 2017,
though there has been less attention so far on what
proposals could be considered.

Anyone who has driven the bumpy, pothole-infested
section of U.S. 49 through Rankin County knows that
some Mississippi's highways are in dire need of work.
Bridges are also in bad shape: "What Lies Beneath," a
six-minute video produced by the MDOT, shows rotted
timber, rusted metal and other structural problems.
The video is posted to the website of Mississippi Eco-
nomic Council, the state Chamber of Commerce.

The MEC plan called "Excelerate" shows that nearly
37,800 miles of state highways and local roads and
more than 3,900 state and local bridges were in need of
repair as of June 2016. The estimated cost: $6.6 billion.

During the 2016 session, MEC advocated spending
$375 million a year, for 10 years, on state and local
roads and bridges to improve safety and create jobs.
But legislative leaders balked at increasing the gaso-
line tax, and the funding issue remains unresolved.

"There is a direct return on investment," the Excel-
erate report says. "For an investment of about 37 cents
a day, Mississippians over time, as the program is
completed, will receive a return of about $1.45 a day in
reduced driving costs."

Capitol
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ministration and the National Trans-
portation Safety Board sought public
input on the potential impacts of test-
ing railroad workers and commercial
motor vehicle drivers for obstructive
sleep apnea. And the NTSB issued
new guidance requiring that airlines
test their pilots for the disorder on a
regular basis, and require treatment
to be allowed back into the cockpit.

The actions came after at least 34
troubling incidents (and possibly
many more), such as a 2008 Go! Air-
lines flight in which two pilots fell
asleep on a short-hop flight between
Honolulu and Hilo, Hawaii. The pilots
flew their plane, 40 passengers and a
flight attendant 26 miles past their
island destination into open ocean, and
did not respond to air traffic control-

lers for more than 18 minutes. After
their safe return, the captain was
tested and found to have “undiag-
nosed severe OSA”.

FRA Administrator Sarah Feinberg
told the Associated Press this week
that the agency is considering that all
railroad operators be screened for
obstructive sleep apnea and other
sleep and fatigue disorders. While the
issue has been of concern for years,
Feinberg told the AP it’s time to take
action. "At this point it's unacceptable
to wait any longer," she said. “This is
one more thing railroads can do to
keep their passengers safe and the
communities they’re traveling
through safe.”

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Moak
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Details
For more about sleep apnea, its causes and
treatments, visit http://www.sleepapnea.org/

While calculating the debt-savvy in-
dex of the cities, SmartAsset officials
took into consideration four factors:
credit score, average personal loan debt,
credit utilization and mortgage foreclo-
sure rate. A high debt-savvy number in-
dicates high credit scores, low average
personal loan debt, low credit utilization
and low mortgage foreclosure rates.

In those categories, Hattiesburg had
a credit score of 645.9, an average debt
of $28,619, credit utilization of 32 per-
cent and a 4.3 percent foreclosure rate.

"Hattiesburg’s strong economy is
driven by the skilled workforce avail-
able in the market," said Todd Jackson,
business development director at the
Area Development Partnership in Hat-

tiesburg. "When compared to other
areas of the state, which is consistent
with the comparisons made in this analy-
sis, Hattiesburg demonstrates higher
than average educational attainment
rates. 

"While there are numerous sociologi-
cal factors involved with being debt-sav-
vy, one contributing factor could be the
community's higher than average edu-
cation level. The high school graduation
rate for the state of Mississippi is
around 80 percent, while that same rate
here in Hattiesburg is more on par with
the national average around 85 percent."

In addition to those numbers, Jackson
said about 27 percent of the population
in Greater Hattiesburg age 25 or older
has a bachelor's degree, compared to the
statewide figure of about 20 percent.

"These statistics serve our communi-
ty well when we are competing on a glob-
al stage for major projects to locate
right here in Hattiesburg," he said.

Debt
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PHOENIX - Former Arizona Gov. Jan
Brewer fought her own Republican par-
ty in the state Legislature for months to
push through a Medicaid expansion un-
der the Affordable Care Act.

That was three years ago. Now, as an
early Donald Trump supporter who has
his ear, Brewer hopes one of the pillars of
President Barack Obama’s health care
law can be saved as Trump pushes to
dump much of the overhaul.

“I don’t know how much of that, and I
mean it sincerely, is going to be affect-
ed,” Brewer told The Associated Press.
She said she’s encouraging Trump’s ad-
ministration to look at Arizona’s model
because it is so cost-effective.

Brewer said the low-income popula-
tion that the Medicaid expansion was de-
signed to cover was one of the main driv-
ers of the law, and she’s not prepared to
see that group go without health care.
Nearly 400,000 Arizonans have gained
Medicaid insurance since Brewer’s pro-
posal took effect in 2014.

Arizona is one of 31 states that ex-
panded Medicaid, many of them run by
Democrats. Republicans have blocked
expansion in the remaining 19 states.

Among the GOP-led states that ex-
panded Medicaid, many officials are like

Brewer, strong proponents of the pro-
gram that has brought insurance to
about 9 million low-income Americans
who can’t afford to buy it themselves.
Before the expansion, those people had
little access to regular health care, and
when they got sick, hospitals were
forced to treat them without compensa-
tion.

States that strongly oppose Medicaid
expansion, however, continue to do so.

Mississippi’s three top Republican
leaders have said consistently for years
that they believe the state cannot afford
expansion, as have Idaho’s GOP leaders.

Florida Gov. Rick Scott called for a
complete repeal of Obama’s overhaul a
week after the Nov. 8 election. Scott has
been vague, however, about what should
be done about the 20 million Americans
who got health insurance through the
overhaul, nearly half of them though Me-
dicaid expansion his state rejected.

If he doesn’t completely dump the
program, Trump will be under pressure
to allow changes to it to give states more
control.

Current Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey
last year proposed a work requirement
for healthy Medicaid recipients, premi-
ums and co-pays and a five-year limit on
coverage. The Obama administration ap-
proved limited co-pays but nixed the
work requirement and the five-year lim-
it. Michigan, Indiana and Iowa also have
been allowed to charge premiums or
fees, but broader changes requested by
some states have been rejected.

Vice President-elect Mike Pence told
Republican governors meeting in Flori-
da on Nov. 14 that Trump would replace
traditional Medicaid funding to states
with block grants that “encourage inno-
vation that better delivers health care to
eligible residents,” according to a state-
ment from the Trump transition team.

Pence, Indiana’s governor, expanded
Medicaid in his state but got waivers
from the Obama administration to im-
plement plans that kick healthy people
off the program for six months if they

fail to pay premiums.
Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson said

he hopes Trump’s election means the
state will have more flexibility in how it
spends Medicaid money. More than
300,000 people are enrolled in the state’s
hybrid Medicaid expansion, which uses
federal expansion money to buy private
insurance for low-income residents.

“This election means we’re going to
have an administration that wants to
give more flexibility to the states,”
Hutchinson, a Republican, said recently.
“So this is good news in our ability to get
waivers to implement the reform we
want in terms of work requirements, in
terms of cost-sharing, in terms of other
elements of reform that encourages em-
ployer-based insurance.”

A spokesman for Michigan Gov. Rick
Snyder, a Republican, said he plans to
work with the new administration to tout
the successes and advantages of his
state’s Medicaid expansion.

“How we continue that success is im-
portant, and he’s willing to discuss how
to do that with anyone who has other
ideas to consider,” Ari Adler said.

As for Arizona’s former governor, she
said her state’s Medicaid program is
among the nation’s best in terms of costs
and provider choice. The program con-
tracts with private insurers to provide
care on a per-patient basis.

“I don’t know how you could deliver
that population any more services bet-
ter, more cheaply, than what we’ve al-
ready done here,” Brewer said.

States want to keep expanded Medicaid
Miss. among those against
implementation from start
BOB CHRISTIE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Vice President-elect Mike Pence said Donald
Trump would replace Medicaid funding.

PASCAGOULA - Ingalls Shipbuilding
in Pascagoula has been given a nearly $44
million addition to a previous contract.

The Sun Herald reported the contract
is for long lead time material and engi-
neering and pre-production activities for
construction of a DDG-125 ship.

About 27 percent of the work will be
done in Pascagoula.

The rest of the work will be done in In-
dianapolis, Indiana; York, Pennsylvania;
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; High Ridge, Mon-
tana; Saratoga Springs, New York and
Shreveport, Louisiana.

It is expected to be completed by July
2022.

Ingalls Shipbuilding gets $44M
addition to original contract
ASSOCIATED PRESS


