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T
he city of Madison will be
aglow this holiday sea-
son with twinkle lights
on more than 50 trees.

The inaugural Festi-
val of Trees, which kicks

off this week, will be located on the
grounds of the Madison Square Cen-
ter for the Arts with 53 trees deco-
rated in lights and ribbon around the
famed caboose, said Elizabeth
Fulcher with Madison the City
Chamber of Commerce.

"We have such a great city and
chamber," Fulcher said. "Everyone
loves Christmas and looking at
lights. We hope this will bring people
to Madison to see our trees and shop
in our wonderful stores and eat in
our fabulous restaurants."

The trees will be lit up for the first
time Tuesday during Madison's
Night Out Gala. Located in the Cul-
tural Arts Building, the gala will fea-
ture hors d'oeuvres and a silent auc-
tion. Tickets are $40.

The Festival of Trees itself is free
and open to the public. It's organized

by the chamber, but Fulcher said lo-
cal businesses and community mem-
bers sponsored the trees in "tremen-
dous response." 

Madison Mayor Mary Hawkins
Butler could not be reached for com-
ment, but her office sent an email
saying the event would bring a fes-
tive energy to the city. "The Festival
of Trees is a wonderful opportunity
for people to get into the Christmas
spirit, recognizing the significance
of the true 'Light of the World' who
was born that first Christmas morn,"
the email read.

On various nights, visitors will be
serenaded by local choirs.

The Madison Station Honor Choir
will perform Thursday, and the St.
Francis Catholic Church's children's
choir will perform Saturday.

Back-to-back performances by
the St. Anthony Catholic School
Choir followed by the Clinton High
School show choir are slated for Dec.
8, and the Mustard Seed Bells of
Faith will perform Dec. 10. All per-
formances begin at 6 p.m. 
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Parks and recreation grounds crew worker Dawson Davis, 17, winds decorative lights around Christmas trees in front of the Madison
Square Center in preparation for this week's inaugural Festival of Trees in Madison.
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Mississippi lawmakers could be
gearing up for the most productive
portion of their current term. And, for
better or worse, they're already dis-
cussing parts of an ambitious agenda
for 2017.

The three-month legislative session
begins Jan. 3, and it will be the second
year of a four-year term.

The first year is a time of adjust-
ment. Freshmen are learning how bills
are filed, debated in committees and
considered by the full House or Senate.
Veteran lawmakers are getting to know
their new colleagues. Some newly pro-
moted committee chairmen are becom-
ing familiar with their new roles.

In the second and third years, legisla-
tors are accustomed to their jobs but
are still somewhat insulated from the
pressure of seeking re-election. These
are generally the most productive years
of a term.

The fourth year is shaped by elec-
tions. A few legislators will opt to retire,
some will seek higher office and most

generally run for four more years in the
House and Senate. Candidates' qualify-
ing deadline is March 1, which is two-
thirds of the way into the legislative
session. Some lawmakers will keep a
low profile in hopes of not attracting an
opponent, while others will go out of
their way to seek attention. It's an
atmosphere that's often not conducive
to getting things done.

So, in a four-year term, count on two
productive years — including the one
coming up.

Education funding is already front
and center of prep work for 2017. Re-
publican leaders of the House and Sen-
ate hired a consulting firm to recom-

mend changes to the Mississippi Ade-
quate Education Program, which is
designed to give schools enough money
to meet midlevel academic standards.
The formula was put into law by a Dem-
ocratic-controlled Legislature in 1997
but has been fully funded only two
years, regardless of which party has
been in control.

Short funding has been a constant
source of political friction, and there's
no guarantee that writing a new formula
will satisfy critics who say Mississippi
invests too little money in its public
schools.

Year 2 of 4-year terms: Expect action
Emily Wagster
Pettus
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A driver has been charged with DUI
after striking the back of a Mississippi
Highway Patrol cruiser parked on I-55. 

MHP spokesman Cpl. Brandon
Fortenberry said around 1:11 a.m. Sun-
day a trooper had pulled over, along with
two motorists, to help a stranded driver
near the 122-mile marker when an Infin-
ity struck the back of the cruiser, caus-
ing it to collide with the Toyota and the
Nissan driven by the others who had
stopped to help. The only car not affect-
ed by the wreck was the original strand-
ed motorist's Chevrolet Impala. 

The trooper and assisting motorists
were away from their vehicles and in the
median looking for a tire when the wreck
occurred, Fortenberry said, so none of
them were injured. 

Fortenberry confirmed that the
trooper's blue lights were activated.

The driver of the Infinity has been
charged with DUI but has not yet been
identified. There were two passengers in
that vehicle who were both treated for
minor injuries. 

Two MHP vehicles were struck by al-
leged distracted drivers in a week in
July. 

The "Move Over Law" went into effect
in 2007. When drivers on multiple-lane
roads approach emergency or law en-
forcement vehicles on the side of the
road, they are required to move over at
least one lane and if they can't, they're re-
quired to slow to a reasonable speed.
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A Mississippi Highway Patrol vehicle was
struck by a motorist early Sunday morning. 

Every night, millions of Americans
deal with the effects of obstructive
sleep apnea. Much to the frustration of
their sleep partners, sufferers of this
sleep disorder toss and turn, often snor-
ing loudly and jolting themselves
awake. The cycle is repeated often
hundreds of times each night, and
leaves the sufferer exhausted and un-
rested in the morning. 

According to the National Sleep
Apnea Foundation, the disorder affects
more than 18 million Americans (and
possibly many more), and the vast ma-
jority of cases are undiagnosed. But
sleep apnea is far from a minor annoy-
ance; its effects can be potentially
deadly. Left untreated, obstructive
sleep apnea has been linked to high
blood pressure, heart disease, stroke,
diabetes, depression and other prob-
lems. And one particular effect can
have far-reaching consequences: day-

time drowsiness from the lack of rest-
ful sleep can lead to falling asleep while
driving.

After a September train crash in
Hoboken, New Jersey, in which one
person was killed and at least 114 were

injured, the Federal Railroad Admini-
stration announced it will issue a
“strong recommendation” that train
operators be tested regularly for sleep
apnea. In the Hoboken crash, engineer
Thomas Gallagher tested positive for

sleep apnea after the crash, but had
passed a physical a couple of months
before the crash. Gallagher reported
feeling rested when he showed up for
work that morning, but has no memory
of the crash before waking up on the
floor of the engineer’s cab.

Sleep apnea has also been blamed
for a number of other train crashes,
some fatal. According to the AP’s story,
New York’s Metro-North service start-
ed testing its engineers for obstructive
sleep apnea in 2013, after a deadly
crash. Since then, 51 of 438 engineers
tested positive for the disorder, and
treatment for them was ordered.

Sleep apnea, of course, isn’t a new
problem; nor are the potential deadly
effects. In 2015, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported that
drowsy driving resulted in 72,000
crashes in 2013, resulting in 44,000
injuries and 800 deaths. However, the
CDC report notes that those statistics
may be very conservative. Studies have
repeatedly shown that many of us are
driving tired, and (particularly on long-
er trips) can fall asleep easily.

In March, the Federal Railroad Ad-

Aggressive screening for sleep disorders advocated
Bill 
Moak
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Damage is seen from a Sept. 29 train crash that killed a woman and injured more than 100
people in Hoboken, N.J. The train engineer was diagnosed with obstructive sleep apnea.


