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One that provides emergency

shelter to 75 homeless women

and their children each night?

Feeds them breakfast and dinner?

Provides them with clothing and

helps them seek employment and

housing? Makes sure their children

attend school?

One that provides a day shelter

that helps up to 100 homeless

individuals each day who are seeking

employment? That provides showers,

clean clothing, and the use of a phone

to help them find employment?

One that provides emergency

housing to 45 homeless men each

evening, giving them breakfast

and dinner, helps them to

fight addiction, recover

from surgery, and assists

them to get employment?

Which Non-Profit
Would You Support?

You do not have to choose which
non-profit ministry you would support.

Your STEWPOT does all of these things and
more for over 650 poverty level individuals every day.

STEWPOT
1100 West Capitol Street
Jackson, MS 39203

STEWPOT
P.O. Box 3610

Jackson, MS 39207

You may donate at that website or mail your contribution to:

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

Won’t you support STEWPOT with these critical ministries?
See what STEWPOT does at www.stewpot.org

Please
Help

One that feeds 120 – 200 poverty level individuals with its lunch and

meals on wheels program?

One that provides 110 at-risk children with after-school care, snacks

and field trips?

One that provides 80 – 100 poverty level households each week with

food from its food pantry?

One providing a 7-week summer camp to 160 at-risk youth, enabling

them to complete their required summer reading, and go on field trips – all

in a fun and safe environment?

One that provides 1,000 holiday meals to poverty level households at

Thanksgiving and Christmas?
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planned to have a new
program in place that
would expedite screen-
ing for passengers who
signed up for its “Pre-
Check” program, but
(thanks to questionable
vendor security and a
lack of personnel) those
plans have been put on
hold.

The TSA announced
recently that 4 million
Americans had already
signed up for the pro-
gram, which was to have
eventually enrolled 
25 million. Working with
outside vendors to per-
form background checks
would have helped the
agency meet its goals
and allowed travelers to
speed through security
more efficiently. But,
according to a report in
the Los Angeles Times,
the agency has “con-
cerns about the vulner-
ability of passenger in-
formation that it pro-
vides when testing poten-
tial vendors” and
“increased and evolving

cybersecurity risks over
the past year.”

In a nutshell, the
agency is concerned that
hackers could access the
background check in-
formation by invading
the computer networks
of the firms doing the
checks necessary to
complete enrollment in
PreCheck. TSA Adminis-
trator Peter Neffenger,
quoted in the Times arti-
cle, noted the additional
employees — plus con-
verting 2,000 part-time
screeners to full-time
employees and forming a
1,000-employee “deploy-
ment force” to be dis-
patched to trouble spots
— could help make it
easier to navigate con-
gested security lines at
airports around the coun-
try.

But security lines
aren’t the only thing that
can stress you during air
travel. Escalating costs,
crowded airports, de-
layed flights and a host
of other problems can
also ruin your holiday.
On its blog, the TSA
makes several good sug-
gestions to help ease the
pain. Here are a few:

» Give yourself

enough time. The TSA
recommends arriving at
the airport a full two
hours before your flight
time. This will help you
avoid missing your flight
because (as Murphy’s
Law holds), “everything
takes longer than it
takes.”

» Check your pock-
ets. Many of us have had
the misfortune of arriv-
ing at the metal detector,
only to find out we’d
forgotten about the
knives, multi-tools, etc.
in our pockets. (I’ve lost
a couple of nice multi-
tools this way). Also, be
sure to check the TSA’s
site regarding the 3-1-1
rule for liquids and be
sure your carry-on bags
are free of firearms,
Samsung Galaxy Note
tablets and other trouble-
some items. Checked
bags, too, can be prob-
lematic, as E-cigarettes
and vape pens aren’t
allowed on checked bags
(but can be taken on your
carry-on.)

» Make sure your
furry friends can fly. If
you’re planning to fly
with pets, be sure to
check out the TSA’s rules
as well as those of the
airlines. Rules and reg-
ulations vary, and your
pet might (or might not)
be allowed to accompany
you in the cabin, depend-
ing on the size of its car-
rier and other consider-
ations. If you’re crossing
state lines with your
animal, a USDA health
certificate must be is-
sued by a veterinarian,
so give yourself plenty of
time to plan. Hawaii has
special quarantine rules
for pets. And, if flying
overseas, you’ll need to
check out the destination
country’s rules. Check
out www.bringfido.com
for some great tips.

If all goes well, you
won’t have to deal with
burning rental cars, di-
verted flights and insuf-
ferable travel compan-
ions, and can get home in
time to enjoy the holiday
with your loved ones.

Contact Bill Moak at
moakconsumer@
gmail.com.

Moak
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flak and every gunner was shooting ex-
cept me,” McGuire said. “He was my
New York buddy.

“He realized I wasn’t doing my job,
and he came to find me. He thought I’d
been hit when he found me. Then he
realized what happened, that I didn’t
have any oxygen.”

He was given oxygen from a supple-
mental supply and lived to fight anoth-
er day.

Patty Jo’s crew usually bombed fac-
tories that manufactured military
equipment. They also attacked air bas-
es and other targets when ordered.

“We hit Berlin twice. That wasn’t
much fun because they had so many
guns,” he said. “I can’t remember how
many guns they had, but, boy, they put it
up there so thick. You couldn’t see the
other planes.”

Crews were expected to fly 25 mis-
sions. McGuire did that, earning the
Distinguished Flying Cross. He consid-

ered flying more missions, but his com-
manding officer disabused him of that
notion.

“He cussed me out, boy,” McGuire
said. “He said I was the dumbest fellow
he’d ever known.”

He felt sorry for the men who were
still in the thick of the fight when he was
shipped home. He also mourned his
good friend “Bill” McClintick.

“I hope he was killed instantly,”
McGuire said. “I hate to think he went
down in the North Sea and had to get by
the best he could. I don’t know the de-
tails. I just know he went down.”

He’s not sure what happened to Patty
Jo, either.

“As far as I know, she survived the
war,” he said. “They probably brought
her back and sold her for $25. It’s a
strange world.”

These days, McGuire has his reclin-
er, a television, a mini-fridge and a
steady supply of Boost and Gatorade.

There are photos of McGuire’s late
wife, Virginia, as well as their children
and friends, but most of the room is
dedicated to the 1940s, when a kid from
West Point learned courage and fear
went together.

McGuire
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1,626 yards and 22 touchdowns against
five interceptions last year as a sopho-
more.

“He was tremendous for us that year,”
Weems said.

Early on this past season, it was decid-
ed that Dandy Dozen athlete D.D. Bowie
would play quarterback and Bailey, who
had completed 23 of 56 passes for 252
yards with four touchdowns and four in-
terceptions, would be moved to defense
as a linebacker/defensive end.

Bailey made a smooth transition to de-
fense, racking up 64 total tackles, includ-

ing 41 solo stops, with five sacks. He ac-
cepted the change without any com-
plaints, and Morton finished the year 8-4
and made the playoffs.

“He played multiple positions and did
whatever we asked of him without any
hesitation,” Weems said. “For that kid to
be selfless enough to step aside and say
he would do whatever it takes to help the
team, to go to the other side of the field
and play defense and never complain
about it, that just speaks to who he was as
a person. He was a great kid.”

Bailey is the second Mississippi high
school football player killed in a wreck in
a week. Tri-County center Taylor Martin
was killed in a crash Tuesday, less than
two days before his team was scheduled
to play Canton Academy in the state
championship.

Bailey
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to operate this vessel,” he said.
The boat was built in New Orleans

and participated in both Operation
Brassard, the invasion of Elba in June
1944, and Operation Dragoon, the Al-
lied invasion of France two months lat-
er, said Josh Schick, one of two project
historians. It also sank two armored
German supply boats and an Italian
torpedo boat during the war.

The Sudden Jerk held many roles
over the nearly two weeks it was de-
ployed for Operation Dragoon.

“She was initially part of the screen-
ing force that protected the initial as-
sault,” said Schick. “Over the course of
two weeks, she does courier duty, she
does escort, she does nighttime pa-
trols, she brings people around. She’s
just constantly working. A PT’s very
versatile — kind of a jack of all trades.”

He said the torpedoman on the
boat’s first crew, now in his 90s, ex-
plained the boat’s name.

“We always thought the crew had
named it because a torpedo hits your
ship, and there’s a sudden jerk and you
go down,” Schick said. However,
James Nerison of Oceanside, Califor-
nia, told him that, shortly after taking
the boat, the crew was doing a docking
maneuver and either the boat hit the

dock or the engines suddenly surged,
and crewmen fell over.

“Someone said, ‘Well, that was a
sudden jerk,’ and the name stuck,”
Schick said.

He said the only other known sur-
viving crewman, gunner’s mate Jo-
seph Brannan, of Aurora, Colorado,
confirmed that in 1945 the second crew
renamed PT-305 the Half-Hitch, their
commanding officer’s nickname.
Schick said he is also trying to track
down whether it was ever dubbed “Bar
Fly,” since a small photograph shows a
New Orleans-built PT boat with that
name.

A Galveston museum donated the
boat to the World War II museum in
2007, spokeswoman Michelle Moore
said. Before that, it had been cut down
to 60 feet so it wouldn’t need a licensed
captain on board and used as a Chesa-
peake Bay oyster boat and, in the
1980s, as a tour boat.

Harris said about 30 of the 65 men
and women who restored the boat took
a week-long certification class to serve
as its crew.

There’s no problem finding experi-
enced licensed captains to supervise
them. Three have signed on to run the
boat during tests, and more have ap-
plied, he said.

“We’re besieged by captains all
across the Gulf that would like to get
their hands on this boat and drive it
around,” he said.

Boat
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said. “For us to get 10 percent of new
funding would not be appropriate.”

Hogan said he plans to attend the De-
cember meeting.

“This is an effort to educate every-
body involved,” he said. “They’ve come
up with an information session to try to
get the counties the appropriate monies
to take care of the aging infrastructure
throughout the state. There’s a definite
need.”

Joe Bounds, president of the Lamar
County Board of Supervisors, was not

sure yet if he would attend the session.
He agreed the state’s infrastructure
needs work but said roads and bridges in
Lamar County were in pretty good shape.

“We could always use more (state
funding),” he said. “But Lamar County is,
in my opinion, far ahead of our neighbor-
ing counties. You can drive these roads
and make that call for yourself.”

A 2015 study by the state Legislature’s
Performance and Expenditure Review
looked at the costs 11 school districts in-
curred because school buses had to be re-
routed around deficient bridges. It found
Jones County had the highest cost at
$25,704 for the 2014-15 school year. Its
buses detoured around 14 bridges that
would have cost the state $5.2 million to
repair.

Infrastructure
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JACKSON, Miss. - A Mississippi man
could get more than $100,000 in state
compensation because he spent time in
prison for a wrongful conviction.

The state Supreme Court has upheld a
Court of Appeals ruling that ordered a
Coahoma County circuit judge to re-ex-
amine the case of Jamar Moore, a former
pizza delivery man from Clarksdale.

Moore is seeking compensation after
he was imprisoned for possessing pain-
killing hydrocodone pills without a pre-
scription, a felony. Sentenced to 16 years,
he spent more than 2½ years in jail.

However, court records state that af-
ter his conviction, Moore located a crime
lab report stating the pills were a differ-
ent chemical mix that made possession a
misdemeanor, not a felony.

A circuit judge vacated Moore’s felo-
ny conviction and he was released from
prison. But in 2015, a judge denied his re-
quest for compensation. In April 2016,
the state Court of Appeals told the judge
to reconsider the case. Supreme Court
justices upheld that ruling Thursday.

“The circuit court reasoned that
Moore was not innocent — he was just
convicted of the wrong crime,” the Court
of Appeals wrote. “We conclude, howev-
er, that the statutory provision refers to
innocence of all felonies for which the
claimant has been indicted, convicted
and incarcerated. There is no dispute
that Moore’s conduct did not constitute a
felony.”

A 2009 state law says if a judge finds a
person was wrongfully convicted, the
judge must award $50,000 for each year
the person was imprisoned after indict-
ment, with a cap of $500,000.

Review set for compensation
case after wrongful conviction
EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS
ASSOCIATED PRESS


