
The Clarion-Ledger - 11/21/2016 Page : A003

November 29, 2016 7:29 pm (GMT +6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

M E T R O & S TAT E
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2016 THE CLARION-LEDGER clarionledger.com PAGE 3A

Morton High School linebacker Lane
Bailey was killed in a car wreck early
Sunday morning, authorities said. 

Scott County Sheriff Mike Lee con-
firmed that the wreck happened on the
interstate in Pelahatchie. Bailey, a
junior,was on his way to go hunting when

the accident occurred, Lee said. 
Pelahatchie Police Chief Kevin Poole

said his office got the call at 5:53 a.m. The
vehicle left Interstate 20 between the 68
and 69 mile markers, he said. 

Rankin County Coroner David Ruth
said Bailey, 18, was ejected. Authorities
said he was listed as the driver.

There was another person in the vehi-
cle who was asleep when the accident oc-
curred and woke up to the vehicle flip-
ping down the roadway, authorities said.
The passenger suffered injuries that are
not life-threatening. 

Poole said he cannot
release further informa-
tion yet. The wreck is still
under investigation. It's
unclear what caused it,
though deer are moving
early in the morning this
time of year. 

"It's something we may
never know," Ruth said.

Lee said he has known Bailey and his
family for quite some time. 

"He was a very good kid," Lee said.
Morton coach Ty Weems described

Bailey as a superb athlete who was well-
liked by the entire town. Weems said Bai-
ley had an infectious personality and
kids gravitated toward him.

“They looked at him as a leader even
though he may not have been the star
athlete of the team,” Weems said. “Other
kids started to look up to him.”

Bailey played linebacker, defensive
end, punter and quarterback at times for
Morton.

Bailey completed 78 of 153 passes for 
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JACKSON - Despite an eventful
couple of days in discussions about
rewriting the state education funding
formula, the public is no closer to
knowing what changes lawmakers will
consider to the current Mississippi
Adequate Education Program.

Instead, Mississippians got a lot of
outrage from people who oppose
changes because they don’t trust Re-
publican legislators.

First, there was Tuesday’s detour
into the Legislature’s longstanding
exemption of itself from public records
laws over demands that lawmakers
release their contract with EdBuild, the
consulting group hired to recommend
changes to the formula. The House
Management Committee voted that
contracts made by that committee
“shall be confidential and shall not be
released to any person or entity, except
as specifically directed by the House
Management Committee only when the
committee deems necessary for the
execution of the contract.” Lawmakers
are allowed to read the contracts but
aren’t supposed to tell their constitu-
ents any details.

Beyond “we’ve always done it this
way,” it’s unclear why lawmakers chose
a path of secrecy that brought swift
public criticism, with even Republican
Gov. Phil Bryant declining to come to
their defense. Rep. Jay Hughes, D-
Oxford, said after reading the contract
that “it is as dry as a 5-gallon bucket of
baby powder.”

Then on Thursday came a public
hearing where people were invited to
make comments on possible changes. It
wasn’t a very representative sample of 
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Recently, I had the opportunity to
again watch one of my favorite movies,
“Planes, Trains and Automobiles.”

This holiday-travel classic features
the misadventures of two hapless trav-
elers (Steve Martin as the acerbic Neal
Page and John Candy as the cheery Del
Griffith), who are trying to get from
New York to Chicago in time for
Thanksgiving. What appears to start
well with an easy hop to Chicago turns
out to be a travel nightmare, as one
hilarious misadventure after another
helps form a unique bond between
these very different individuals.

Hopefully, if you’re one of the near-
ly 3.6 million Americans planning to fly
during the holidays this year, you’ll
have an easier time than Neil and Dell. 

One frequent traveler complaint is
the long lines to get through security
checkpoints. Although security lines at
some airports should be a little shorter
— thanks to more than 13,000 employ-
ees added by the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration — getting through
security still might not be as easy or as
fast as it could be. The TSA had 
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TUPELO — World War II looms
large in 93-year-old Phil McGuire’s ev-
eryday life.

Pictures from his days in the ser-
vice fill the walls of his room at Trace-
way Retirement Community’s Mitch-
ell Center in Tupelo.

There are photos of B-17s, a map of
the European theater and a detailed
drawing of a ball turret. Plaques and
certificates proclaim McGuire an
alumnus of the Eighth Air Force.

A poster-size black and white photo
on one wall captures McGuire as a
striking young man of about 20 years
old.

“All the women who come in here, I
think they take a look at that and they
say, ‘Man, I wish I’d run into him when
he was that age,’” McGuire said from
his reclining chair.

On the same wall are photos of Juli-
us Eugene “Bill” McClintick of Cedar,
Minnesota.

“His nickname was Bill, and he nev-
er said where the Bill came from,”
said McGuire, a West Point native. “I’ll
never forget him. No, siree.”

The two young men met in Miami
Beach, Florida, where both were sent
for basic training before they were
shipped to Sioux City, Iowa.

“We were the best of friends. We
did everything together,” McGuire
said. “I went to see the house he was
going to build for his girlfriend. He
would’ve been out in a couple of
months when he died, but that’s how it
is. It was not his time to live.”

At first, the Air Force wanted
McGuire to be an instructor, but he
wasn’t interested in staying stateside.

“I was young and eager — surely
you’ve seen boys like that,” he said. “I
knew my mother and daddy never ac-
complished much, and I wanted to be a
big-time war hero.”

He accepted the chance to be a bel-
ly gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress.
The ball turret was on the bottom of
the plane. It was a tight space, but
McGuire entered WWII weighing 130

pounds. Inside, he commanded two 50-
caliber guns with his thumbs.

“I fired those things a lot of times. I
don’t know if I ever shot anything
down,” he said. “That was my job, to
shoot them down if I could.”

He was stationed at a base in Eng-
land, and he and crew were assigned to
“Patty Jo.”

“We never did know who named her
Patty Jo, but she had ‘Patty Jo’ written
on the plane’s nose,” he said.

At the morning briefing, his superi-
ors said his team’s initial mission
would be easy, and that’s the way it
seemed at first.

“We flew, golly, at least three or

four hours before we encountered en-
emy fire. I began to think, What is this?
This is not war.

“This is flying,” he said. “They
wanted to give us an idea of what it
was going to be like. I said, ‘If this is a
milk run, we’ve got it made,’ but I
changed my mind when they started
throwing up the flak.

“The first plane I saw go down had
its entire wing sheared off. I don’t
know if those boys lived or not. I doubt
if they did. I doubt if they did.”

That first experience changed the
way he saw the war and his part in it.

“That idea I had that I was going to
be a great hero?” he said. “Turned out I
was a great scaredy cat because I got
so scared at times. So scared at times.”

McGuire’s nearest miss came when
German bullets hit Patty Jo and took
out his oxygen supply.

“You don’t live very long at 20,000
or 25,000 feet without oxygen,” he
said.

He knows what happened even
though he doesn’t remember. He
passed out and the waist gunner told
him the details later.

“He said we had gone through the 
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During World War II, Tupelo’s Phil McGuire flew 25 bombing missions as a ball turret gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress called “Patty Jo.” 

COURAGE & FEAR 
AT 20,000 FEET
WW II vet recalls gunner
role in skies over Europe
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A display on Phil McGuire's wall at Traceway Retirement Community’s Mitchell Center in
Tupelo includes coins he picked up at various stops during World War II. 
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