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SPECIALIZED
CARE FORKIDS,
BECAUSE EVERY
KID IS SPECIAL.
WithMississippi’s only children’s
hospital plus clinics statewide, we’re
here for every Mississippi kid.

Learn more atmississippikids.org

Children’s of Mississippi is part of
the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

©2016 UMMC

TAYLORSVILLE – Southern Pine
Electric recently began generating elec-
tricity using solar energy.

The solar power generation facility is
part of a South Mississippi Electric pilot
project. South Mississippi Electric is
Southern Pine’s wholesale supplier of
electricity.

Similar facilities began operation ear-
lier this year at Coast Electric in Kiln,
Singing River Electric in Lucedale, Del-
ta Electric in Greenwood and Coahoma
Electric in Clarksdale.

Each pilot project site will generate
100 kilowatts, enough to power approxi-
mately 14 homes.

“Surveys we have done with South
Mississippi Electric indicate that our
members are interested in solar power
and other alternate energy sources,”
said Jason Siegfried, Southern Pine as-
sistant general manager.

South Mississippi Electric currently
uses a mix of coal, natural gas, nuclear,
hydropower and solar to produce elec-
tricity for 423,000 consumers across 55
counties in the state.

Using alternative energy will also
help South Mississippi Electric meet
new federal regulations that require
power companies to reduce their carbon
dioxide output.
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Southern Pine Electric Assistant General Manager Jason Siegfried said adding solar power to the mix of energy sources will help improve members’ quality
of life and protect the environment. 

Southern Pine Electric
completes solar site
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boost our

members’ quality

of life and protect

the environment.” 
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Financial abuse is taking advantage
of financial resources of individuals
who are unable to handle their own
financial affairs, or who may be isolat-
ed, unsupported or otherwise unable to
protect themselves. Often, victims are
elderly and may be a resident of a
nursing home, personal care facility or
other type of institution. Financial
abuse of patients in a personal care
home or nursing home is a crime of
opportunity, in which someone who has
been placed in a position of trust takes
advantage of a person at the most vul-
nerable time in his or her life.

Financial abuse statistics show this
crime probably is underreported and
often undetected. But occasionally,
there is news of an arrest. Mississippi

Attorney General Jim Hood announced
recently that two Ridgeland residents
had been arrested and charged with
exploitation of a vulnerable adult.

According to a news release from
Hood’s office, investigators with the
attorney general’s Vulnerable Adult
Unit and Hinds County Sheriff’s De-
partment last week arrested Renee
Hope Netherland, aka Renee Lester, 42,
and Henry Thomas McAlister III, 47,
both of Ridgeland. A Hinds County
grand jury indicted Netherland and
McAlister on one count each of exploi-
tation of vulnerable adult.

According to the indictment, Nether-
land and McAlister are accused of
“obtaining a debit card belonging to a
patient in a Jackson care facility and
using the card to make withdrawals
and purchases totaling $250 or more
without the consent of the victim, then
converting the money to their own
use.”

If convicted, each defendant faces
up to 10 years in prison and a $5,000
fine. “As with all cases, a charge is

merely an accusation, and the defen-
dants are presumed innocent until and
unless proven guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt in a court of law,” the re-
lease noted.

The case will be prosecuted by Spe-
cial Assistant Attorney General Bob
Anderson of the attorney general’s
Public Integrity Division.

Hood noted that technology helps
enable financial crimes such as credit
card fraud, requiring greater vigilance
to deter, detect and address. “I encour-
age all Mississippians to educate them-
selves on the signs of credit card fraud
so they will recognize it and know what
to do if they encounter it,” he said.

According to the National Commit-
tee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse,
there are some red flags that might
indicate financial abuse of a vulnerable
person. Here are a few:
» Withdrawals from bank accounts or
transfers between accounts that the
person cannot explain.

» New "best friends."
» Legal documents, such as powers

of attorney, which the person didn't
understand at the time he or she signed
them.

» Missing belongings or property.
» Unusual activity in the person's

bank accounts including large, un-
explained withdrawals, frequent trans-
fers between accounts, or ATM with-
drawals.

Hood added that all consumers
should be on guard to protect their
financial information. “Always remem-
ber to be protective of account infor-
mation and to regularly monitor credit
card or bank statements for unusual
activity,” he advised. "Consumers
should also make sure to shred account
documents before throwing them
away.”

In addition, if you think that you or a
loved one has become a victim of credit
card fraud, call the attorney general’s
Consumer Protection Division at 1-800-
281-4418, or visit www.agjimhood.com
for more information and resources.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.

Financial abuse often unreported
Bill 
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

Jackson recorded its
50th homicide of 2016 Fri-
day afternoon after a
body was found in a vehi-
cle behind a credit union.

JPD said the body of a
white male was found in-
side a Mercury Grand
Marquis in an area behind
Jackson Area Federal
Credit Union on Missis-
sippi 18.

The victim had suf-
fered a gunshot wound to
the head. Police said two
black males were seen
running from the crime
scene toward the Wood-
lands Apartments around
8:23 a.m. The apartment
complex is located at 2119
Woodland Way.

Earlier that morning,
the 49th homicide of the
year occurred when one
man was killed and one
man was wounded when
they opened fire on each
other overnight in Jack-
son.

Around 12:30 a.m. Fri-
day, Jackson police re-
sponded to the 400 block
of Magnolia Road near
Glenn Rose Street re-
garding a shooting. When
officers arrived they
learned that Juwanza
Ray, 37, had been shot
multiple times. Ray was
pronounced dead at the
scene. His body was
found on the side of the
street near a water drain-
age area.

According to JPD
spokesperson Command-
er Tyree Jones, Ray was
allegedly involved in an
altercation with another
man at the location. Both
men allegedly produced
handguns and began fir-
ing at one another. The
other unidentified male
sustained a gunshot 

Jackson
sees 50th
homicide
of 2016
Body of male
found in vehicle
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