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Waveland police open new station
11 years after Katrina

WAVELAND — Eleven years after
Hurricane Katrina, the Waveland Po-
lice Department finally has a base of
operations strong enough to stand just
about any storm.

Monday, The Sun Herald reports
state and local officials called the new
police station well-deserved and over-
due.

The Bay St. Louis-Waveland area
was ground zero for the hurricane. The
force from the storm wiped out a good
portion of both cities.

Due to funding issues, it has taken
until now to open the new station. The
Waveland police staff had been oper-
ating out of a double-wide trailer.

Ashley Furniture to bring new jobs
TUPELO — Ashley Furniture Indus-

tries is laying off 840 workers at its
manufacturing plant in Colton, Cali-
fornia, and shifting production to other
plants including three in Mississippi.

The Northeast Mississippi Daily
Journal reports Ashley employs some
4,000 workers at its plants in Ecru,
Ripley and Verona.

The company says the majority of
production at its California site east of
Los Angeles is going to the other U.S.
plants to create more efficiency.

Oklahoma drug courier gets
prison time in Mississippi

GULFPORT — Federal prosecutors
say a Tulsa, Oklahoma, drug courier
who helped deliver 26½ pounds of
crystal meth in Mississippi received a
five-year prison term and a $1,500 fine.

The Sun Herald reports Refugio De
Lira, 27, was sentenced on a guilty plea
to interstate travel in aid of drug rack-
eteering enterprises.

U.S. District Judge Sul Ozerden
gave him the maximum prison term
Thursday for the charge. De Lira is the
second man to plead guilty in the fed-
eral investigation.

Court papers say De Lira and Chris-
tian Garcia, 23, reached a delivery
point in Gulfport on Feb. 27 while ar-
riving in separate vehicles at different
times. They were arrested after they
showed up at the delivery site.

Garcia was sentenced in July to
five-year prison term and a $2,500 fine.

— Associated Press

Mississippi Briefs

NEW YORK — Stocks fell slightly
Tuesday in another quiet day on Wall
Street as hesitant investors remained
on the sidelines while a slow summer
winds down.

Shares of the candy company Her-
shey plunged after it walked away
from a merger proposal, and Apple
slipped after the company was hit with
a large tax bill in Europe.

Investors continue to wait to see
whether the Federal Reserve will raise
interest rates later this year. The next
key piece of data is coming Friday with
the August jobs report.

The Dow Jones industrial average
fell 48.69 points, or 0.3 percent, to
18,454.30. The Standard & Poor’s 500 in-
dex fell 4.26 points, or 0.2 percent, to
2,176.12 and the Nasdaq composite fell
9.34 points, or 0.2 percent, to 5,222.99.

Bank stocks were among the few
gainers as investors continued to inter-
pret comments from Federal Reserve
Chair Yellen and Vice Chair Stanley
Fisher at a conference in Wyoming last
week as signs the Fed is ready to raise
interest rates later this year. In her
comments, Yellen said “the case for an
increase has strengthened in recent
months.”

Banks are a major beneficiary of ris-
ing interest rates since they can charge
more for loans when interest rates rise.

Bank of America rose 35 cents, or
2 percent, to $16.19, Wells Fargo rose
$1.06, or 2 percent, to $50.62 and Mor-
gan Stanley rose 78 cents, or 2.5 per-
cent, to $32.19.

FINANCIAL MARKETS

Stocks mostly
lower as
investors wait
for jobs report
KEN SWEET
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AT&T Inc                      T              31.85       43.89      40.89      -.11
Aerojet Rocketdyne   AJRD       13.98       23.46      18.05         ...
Apache Corp               APA         32.20       59.59      52.43      -.40
Armstrong Flooring    AFI           11.77       20.67      20.61     +.22
ATMOS Energy           ATO         52.55       81.97      73.89      -.60
BancorpSouth             BXS          18.69       27.23      24.92     +.25
Baxter Intl                   BAX         32.18       49.49      46.89      -.52
Cal-Maine Foods Inc   CALM      39.60       63.25      46.15   +1.08
Callon Petrol               CPE            4.21       14.77      14.75     +.03
Cardinal Health          CAH         73.25       91.23      79.72      -.05
Caterpillar Inc             CAT         56.36       84.73      82.48      -.62
CenturyLink Inc           CTL          21.94       32.94      28.57      -.18
Chevron Corp              CVX         74.31     107.58    101.70      -.35
Citizens Holding         CIZN        19.38       25.42      23.66      -.27
CocaCola Co                KO           37.84       47.13      43.24      -.30
Comcast Corp A          CMCSA    52.34       68.36      65.55      -.11
Denbury Res                DNR           0.86         4.80        3.10      -.07
DuPont                        DD           47.11       75.72      70.24      -.21
Duke Energy               DUK         65.50       87.31      79.52      -.92
Eastgroup Prop           EGP          49.31       74.56      73.40     +.02
Entergy                        ETR          61.56       82.09      77.71      -.62
FedEx Corp                  FDX       119.71     169.57    164.93      -.24
First Bncshs Miss.        FBMS       15.32       18.50      17.26      -.00
Freds Inc                      FRED        11.38       17.14      11.94      -.62
Gannett Co                 GCI          11.52       17.91      11.87     +.20
Gen Electric                 GE            24.26       33.00      31.37     +.01
Hancock Holding        HBHC       20.01       32.38      32.48     +.14
Haverty Furn               HVT         16.65       24.54      19.52      -.23
Hill-Rom Hldgs            HRC         42.99       59.74      59.52     +.20
Home Depot               HD         109.62     139.00    134.10      -.45
Intl Paper                    IP             32.50       49.70      48.99     +.09
Isle Capri Casino         ISLE          10.62       21.43      17.99     +.01
Kinder Morgan Inc     KMI         11.20       32.89      21.91     +.14
Kroger Co                    KR            31.31       42.75      32.16      -.17
L-3 Communications   LLL         101.13     154.50    148.62      -.51
La-Z-Boy Inc                LZB          19.56       31.22      26.80      -.22
MGM Resorts Intl        MGM       16.18       25.29      23.81     +.05
Magal Secur                MAGS        3.93         5.50        5.48         ...
McDonalds Corp         MCD        94.75     131.96    115.36     +.84
Monsanto Co              MON       81.22     114.26    107.44      -.10
Nexstar Bdcstg Grp     NXST       34.65       61.79      52.18     +.78
Northrop Grumman   NOC       161.81     224.12    212.62      -.48
Nucor Corp                  NUE         33.90       57.08      48.60      -.84
Paccar Inc                    PCAR       43.46       60.86      60.50     +.22
Parkway Properties     PKY         11.54       18.03      17.79     +.09
Peoples Fincl Miss       PFBX          8.53       11.26      10.47     +.07
PepsiCo                        PEP          90.43     110.94    107.21      -.78
Quanta Services          PWR        16.77       27.05      25.95      -.17
Raytheon Co               RTN       102.78     143.39    140.35    -1.05
Regions Fncl                RF              7.00       10.28        9.97     +.11
Renasant Corp            RNST        29.49       37.28      35.56     +.46
Sanderson Farms        SAFM       64.54       99.40      97.34     +.64
Schlumberger Ltd       SLB          59.60       83.97      80.64      -.50
Southern Co                SO            42.08       54.64      50.96      -.38
Stein Mart                   SMRT         5.61       10.98        8.08      -.19
Toyota Mot                 TM           97.80     127.28    121.24     +.90
Trustmark                    TRMK      19.75       28.38      28.39     +.35
Tyson Foods                TSN          41.38       76.23      75.43      -.45
Verizon Comm            VZ            42.20       56.95      52.27      -.23
WalMart Strs               WMT       56.30       75.19      71.31      -.09
Wells Fargo & Co        WFC         44.50       56.34      50.62   +1.06
Weyerhaeuser             WY          22.06       33.17      31.84     +.20
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Stocks of Local Interest

DOW
18,454.30 -48.69

NASDAQ
5,222.99 -9.34

S&P 500
2,176.12 -4.26

10-YR T-NOTE
1.57% +.01

30-YR T-BOND
2.23% +.01

CRUDE OIL
$46.35 -.63

GOLD
$1,311.20 -11.40

EURO
$1.1139 -.0048
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Markets & Money

Ever since my family got its first
dishwasher in 1970 something, I have
been advised often to rinse every par-
ticle of food off the dishes before put-
ting them into the dishwasher. This
little piece of advice has been in-
grained into dishwasher owners — and
made reluctant husbands mutter to
themselves — since people installed
their first avocado-green Kitchenaids
and Kenmores. But recently — in
what’s certain to cause a monsoon of
controversy — the venerable Consum-
er Reports has recommended we stop
doing it.

I admit to having grumbled at hav-
ing to do this little task. I’m well aware
the dishwasher we bought a couple of
years ago doesn’t need me to. “After
all,” I said to my wife once while feel-
ing especially bold, “that’s the dish-
washer’s job.” All I got in response was
an icy stare (husbands, you know that
stare, don’t you…). It turns out that, as
dishwashers have gotten better, quiet-
er and more energy-efficient, they
have also been fitted with sensors to
determine just how dirty the dishes
are, and adjust the cleaning process
accordingly. (Of course, for older mod-
els, you may still need to pre-rinse.)

And, if the famously unbiased Con-
sumer Reports says it, there’s a good
likelihood it’s true. “The easiest way to
save time, water and money in the
kitchen is to stop pre-rinsing your
dishes before putting them in the dish-
washer,” noted Consumer Reports
blogger Mary H.J. Farrell. “It may
cause a kerfuffle in the family so to
settle any disputes just try it. You’ll
discover that the dishwasher doesn’t
need your help and that, in fact, you
could be making matters worse by
causing the built-in soil sensor to mis-
read the amount of dirt in the water.”

Farrell goes on to write that dish-
washers sold in the past five years are
fitted with sophisticated technology
designed to save water and energy. By
sensing whether there’s heavy or light

debris on the dishes, the computer can
adjust the amount of water. If all the
dishes are free of debris, the dish-
washer will likely underperform and
leave little morsels of food stuck to
dishes. What’s more, today’s dishwash-
ers have grinders that pulverize food
and wash it down the drain.

And, as Farrell continues her as-
sault on conventional wisdom, there is
the matter of the water we waste by
pre-rinsing. It takes anywhere from 1.7
to 6 gallons of water every minute to
pre-rinse (the average pre-rinse uses
25 gallons), costing more energy and
effort. “The costs are starting to add
up and all for something that you could
stop doing while getting cleaner dish-
es,” she notes. “It’s a win-win.” 

If you are interested in getting the
best performance from your little
built-in kitchen wonder, here are a few
tips:
» First off, follow the directions in the
dishwasher’s manual for loading. Al-
though many of us don’t read the man-
uals, they are written to help us get the
best performance, and since rack de-
signs vary, learn how yours is designed
to work best.

» Secondly, Consumer Reports rec-
ommends running a bit of hot water in
the sink before you start the machine.
It takes less energy if the dishwasher
can start with warm water.

» Finally, use a rinse aid, which
helps dishes rinse more evenly, and
choose the right detergent.

Now, I know some habits are pretty
hard to break, and no matter what
Consumer Reports says, many dish-
washer owners will stubbornly con-
tinue to pre-rinse. Judging from some
of the reader comments on the article,
some folks aren’t buying it. For ex-
ample, one reader suggested you need
to pre-rinse if you only run the dish-
washer once every few days, to avoid a
smelly, pest-attracting mess in the
dishwasher. Another pointed out not all
dishwashers have grinders and food
sensors.

But regardless of where you stand
on this surprisingly controversial is-
sue, at least now you know there’s an
option.

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.
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Consumer Reports advises dishwasher owners to stop pre-rinsing dishes before loading them
in the dishwasher. 

Pre-rinse? No need to
do dishwasher’s job

Bill
Moak
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