
The Clarion-Ledger - 08/29/2016 Page : A002

September 9, 2016 1:06 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

2A Monday, August 29, 2016 The Clarion-Ledger

CONTACT US
201 S. Congress St.
Jackson, MS 39201

Main (601) 961-7000
Delivery (877) 850-5343
News tips (601) 961-7075
Retail advertising (601) 961-7100

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Nathan Edwards, President 
(601) 961-7066
publisher@clarionledger.com

Sam R. Hall, Executive Editor
(601) 961-7163
srhall@jackson.gannett.com

Vera Bridges, Distribution Director
(601) 961-7245
vbridges@jackson.gannett.com

Joe Williams, Finance Director
(601) 961-7202
jwilliam@jackson.gannett.com

NEWSROOM
Steven Ward, News Director
(601) 961-7075
sward2@gannett.com

Debbie Skipper, Investigative Editor
(601) 961-7101
dskipper@gannett.com

David Bean, Audience Analyst
(601) 961-7059
dbean@gannett.com

Dustin Barnes, Community 
Engagement Editor
(601) 961-7249
dbarnes2@gannett.com

Hugh Kellenberger, Sports Editor
(601) 961-7291
hkellenber@gannett.com

Katie Eubanks, Features/Niche 
Publications
(601) 961-7050
keubanks@gannett.com

Harold Gater, Website Editor
(601) 961-7358
hgater@gannett.com

SUBSCRIBE
(877) 850-5343

RATES
Full Access
Print subscription includes digital access and
premium print issue delivery.*

Monday-Sunday $37/month
Wednesday-Sunday $29/month
Monday-Saturday $24/month
Friday-Sunday $24/month
Thursday & Sunday $21/month
Sunday only $21/month

Digital Access
Digital access includes clarionledger.com, mo-
bile apps and mobile website.

Digital only $10/month**

Newsstand
Daily $1.50
Sunday $2

Your subscription will continue and we will
charge you at the then regular rate, less any ap-
plicable credits, unless you cancel, which you
can do at any time. After the promotional peri-
od ends, your rate may increase. This promo-
tional offer is available only to new subscribers
(have not subscribed in the past 30 days). Print
edition delivery is not available in all areas. 

Your subscription also includes the Thanksgiv-
ing Day print edition, which will be charged at
the then Sunday newsstand price, and four Pre-
mium Editions per year, which will be charged
$1each. These additional charges will be added
to your billing corresponding to the delivery
date of the edition. If you request that we not
deliver a print edition for vacation or other rea-
son, or if we fail to deliver a print edition, your
subscription continues, including your full ac-
cess to our content through our digital plat-
forms and we will continue to charge you the
subscription fee, less the then regular amount
attributed to providing delivery of the print
edition. If you want to stop all charges you must
cancel your subscription. 

If you choose EZ Pay, you authorize us to auto-
matically charge the credit card or bank ac-
count you indicate on the 5th of every month,
unless the 5th falls on a weekend or holiday,
and then we charge on the next business day.
Any outstanding balance will be processed with
the first EZ Pay charge. Your first EZ Pay charge
will be prorated based on the start date. 

If at any time you decide to cancel your sub-
scription, you may contact customer service at
1-877-850-5343 and the full amount of any bal-
ance over $10.00 will be returned. 

For subscriptions, delivery complaints, vacation
stops and other account maintenance 24 hours
a day, go to mynewspaperservice.com or call
(877) 850-5343. Customer service representa-
tives will take your call 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday-
Friday and 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday.

Some ads are designated for only print edition
home delivery. Rates that include print edition
delivery apply to areas where carrier delivery
service is available. Mail rates available.

Mailing address: Box 40, Jackson, MS 39205-
0040. Periodicals postage paid at Jackson, Miss.
Published Monday through Sunday.

POSTMASTER:

Send all changes of address to Box 40, Jackson,
MS 39205-0040.

(ISSN 0744-9626)

As the region cleans up after the
catastrophic flooding of the past few
weeks, there are going to be lots of
folks looking to sell their flood-dam-
aged cars. It happens every time
there’s a major flood, and it often catch-
es people off guard. Flooded cars often
hit the market within days.

Vehicles in the path of floodwaters
can have severe damage that is not
always apparent or repairable. As we
saw in the aftermath of Hurricane Ka-
trina in Mississippi, flooded cars can be
a big problem for unsuspecting buyers.

After insurance claims are settled,
some cars are put back into the market.
Unfortunately, it can be hard to detect a
flood-damaged car. Unscrupulous own-
ers and salesmen will often go to great
lengths to hide flood damage. Legally
and ethically, owners of flooded cars
should disclose whether the vehicle has

been in a flood, crash or other disaster.
But unscrupulous sellers don’t always
comply with the law, or care about
ethics when there’s money to be made.

Just because a vehicle looks fine
after being refurbished doesn’t mean
it’s safe. Often, the floodwater has per-
manently damaged key components
vital to operation and safety (such as
the electrical system or brakes). While
the vehicle may function fine at first,
buyers can be on the hook for expen-
sive repairs years later, with no re-
course or warranties from the seller.
And flooding can weaken the vehicle’s
safety system through rust and corro-
sion, as well, making the vehicle unsafe
to drive.

If you’re in the market for a vehicle,
it’s a good idea to be extra careful of
private-sale deals on vehicles. And
running a Vehicle Identification Num-
ber check on Carfax, AutoCheck or
another title-checking service may
reveal whether the vehicle has been
marked as salvage (but may not help if
the title has been “washed” illegally).
Any time you get a used vehicle, take it
to a local mechanic you trust so they

can check it out thoroughly.
There are a few things to look for

which may signify the vehicle has been
in a flood. Autotrader.com sent me
these helpful tips:

» Check under the vehicle’s carpets
or floor covering for mud or rust, and
don’t forget the trunk. Often, hurried
cleanups will ignore damaged areas
covered by carpeting.

» Take a whiff of the carpets. A mil-
dew-like smell could be a sign of trou-
ble.

» Check for mud and debris in hard-
to-reach areas, and on the underside of
panels and brackets; they may have
been missed during the cleaning proc-
ess.

» Look for rust on the heads of any
exposed screws under the hood, around
the doors or in the trunk. 

If you find out you’ve bought a flood-
damaged vehicle that wasn’t disclosed
as such, contact the Consumer Protec-
tion Division of the Mississippi attor-
ney general’s office at 1-800-281-4418. 

Contact Bill Moak at moakconsum-
er@gmail.com.
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Vehicles pass a submerged car in a ditch on Highway 30 near Brightside, La., on Aug. 13. As the region cleans up after the catastrophic flooding,
many folks will be looking to sell their flood-damaged cars. 

Buying used car? Beware
Bill
Moak
CONSUMER WATCH

LAKELAND, Fla. - Kyle Cook can’t
decide whether he’s really unlucky or
incredibly fortunate.

Over the past four years, Cook, 31,
has survived a lightning strike, a bite
by a venomous spider and — most re-
cently — an attack by a rattlesnake in
his backyard in Lakeland.

“I need to get a (protective) bubble,”
Cook told The Ledger.

His father, Mike Cook, sees it anoth-
er way. “He’s a walking Murphy’s law,”
the elder Cook said. 

On Aug. 11, the younger Cook was al-
most finished cutting the grass at his
family’s rented house when he heard a
loud rattling sound. First, he thought it
was the buzzing of cicadas. Then, he
thought the push mower might be mak-
ing the noise, so he shut it off. That’s
when he saw the snake coiled about 3
feet from his right foot. He estimated it
was about 5 feet long and had a girth the
size of a soda can.

After briefly freezing in fear, Cook
said, he moved his left foot back and
stepped on a stick. The noise apparent-
ly provoked the snake, which struck his
ankle.

He says it happened fast. “I didn’t
even see it bite me,” Cook said. “I just
screamed and ran to my wife.”

His wife, Sara, washed the wound
and called the poison control hotline.
She then drove him to the emergency
room at a Lakeland hospital.

Cook, a self-professed “bigger guy,”
said doctors told him the snake’s fangs
didn’t penetrate beyond a layer of fatty
tissue.

“They said the tissue saved my life
because it didn’t allow (the venom) to
go into the bloodstream,” he said. He
spent one night in the hospital and re-
ceived one dose of antivenin.

Heis still experiencing soreness and
walks with a slight limp.

Reactions to snake bites vary wildly,
said Dr. Alfred Aleguas, director of the
Florida Poison Information Center in
Tampa. He said an average of 11venom-
ous snakebites have been reported an-
nually to the center in the past five
years, including a high of 17 in 2013.

But back to Cook’s other tales of sur-
vival.

On Aug. 12, 2012, he was driving a
sweeper truck for a construction crew.
A storm approached, and the truck’s

sweeper got stuck. He left the cab to
free it as lightning struck about 10 feet
away. Cook said the electricity moved
through a puddle and up the sweeper’s
metal bristles and reached his left
hand. He said he was knocked back-
ward about 6 feet and rendered uncon-
scious for up to a minute.

“It was like Mike Tyson hitting me
with a jack hammer in the jaw,” he said.

Doctors said Cook had a mild heart
attack. He said he still suffers a combi-
nation of nerve pain and loss of sensa-
tion on his left side.

“Lightning scares me so bad now,”
he said.

The spider bite happened in April,
when he was working as a truck driver.
He was sitting on a pallet when a rec-
luse spider bit his left hand.

Not wanting to miss a paycheck, he
kept working until his hand swelled and
became extremely painful. He went to
the hospital, where doctors performed
surgery to drain the buildup of toxins.

He still has limited use of his hand
and is unemployed because the compa-
ny fired him due to his absences.

Even before the latest incidents,
Cook said, he’s had many misadven-
tures. He once got bitten by an alligator
that he “accidentally” caught while
fishing. And he was bitten by his
friend’s Burmese python.

“It’s been a rough four years,” he
said. “Maybe the higher up … is trying
to get your attention that maybe some-
thing is going wrong. Or maybe I’ve
simply been in the wrong place at the
wrong time my whole life.”

Man survives lightning,
spider and snake bites
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Kyle Cook holds a stick he stepped on,
which startled a rattlesnake.

BATESVILLE, Ark. - Being the na-
tion’s first — and only — shelter for male
domestic violence victims, it didn’t take
long for The Taylor House near Bates-
ville to capture national attention.

But while the word continues to get
out about the shelter, men are less likely
to seek help after being abused, and
those who do face additional stigma, ac-
cording to Bill Miller, who is the shelter’s
manager.

“This is genderless,” Miller said. He
said they no longer use the word “bat-
tered” when talking about victims and
shelters because “that implies you have
to have bruises. You don’t. ... It’s about
power and control, as opposed to just
physical.”

Miller said there is less research
about male victims, and violence by
women is less recognized. If police are
called to a domestic violence report, the
man is more likely to be arrested, no mat-
ter who the aggressor is, Miller said.

Furthermore, abuse is not just limited
to couples and intimate relationships.
“State law also recognizes family and
household members, roommates. Some-
times those are harder to leave.”

“Some of the barriers are different,”
said Patty Duncan, director of Family Vi-
olence Prevention, which operates The
Taylor House for men and Safe Haven
for women. “We’re dealing with the same
dynamics as female (victims), but we
also have to deal with stereotypes.” 

Duncan said when it comes to domes-
tic violence, society typically thinks of
women — not men. So FVP is fortunate
that Victims of Crime Acts (VOCA) fund-
ed approximately 90 percent of the shel-
ter’s operation for its first two years. The
rest of the funds come from FVP’s gener-
al funds and its resale shop.

“As the first registered men’s shelter
in the nation, you’ve got to take a giant
leap of faith,” Miller said.

Like Safe Haven, The Taylor House is
staffed 24/7, 365 days a year.

Since opening 10½ months ago, the
shelter has housed 18 men. Duncan and
Miller feel confident they will meet the
federal funding goal of 20 men in the
first year of operation.

Shelter for
abused men
attracts
attention
ANDREA BRUNER
THE BATESVILLE DAILY GUARD


